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Rocca di Papa, 27th April 2019 

“Living in the rifts”  
 
 

1. Opening and greetings          
 

2. Testimony from Sri Lanka   
 

3. Chiara Lubich: Peacemakers         
From the commentary on the Word of Life for February 1981, recorded by Chiara and 
broadcast by the Rai GR2 radio programme “Today is Sunday” on 1st February and by 
Vatican Radio on the programme “Open dialogue” on 2nd February 1981.  
  

4. Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam): between future and spirituality   
With its 8.5 million population, Ho Chi Minh City is a youthful city that is developing fast. 
Concentrated in this teeming part of the globe are significant world issues: cultural co-
existence, the battle to beat poverty and the re-awakening of religious sense, for the 
Christians there too. 
 

5. A community as big as the world 
Luigi Butori is an Italian focolarino living in Ho Chi Minh City. After over 20 years in Asia, he 
has seen its great beauty but also dramatic situations and contrasts. We went with him to 
see his work supporting and enabling the poorest of the poor, first in Thailand (see the CH 
Conference call of September 2015) and now in Vietnam. 
 

6. Greeting from Mozambique 
 

7. Mumbai (India): The “Zero Hunger” challenge 
No more people in need, no more hunger, starting from our own neighbourhood. This is the 
challenge that the Teens for Unity in Mumbai have taken on and work for. They have 
collected used plastics and newspapers to recycle to support a centre for women in need 
and families hit by HIV. What started with a few children now involves over 200 families in 
the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
 

8. Link up with Brazil 
 

9. Little Rock, Arkansas (USA). Victory over violence  
Suppose that just for once the media stopped being part of the problem and became part of 
the solution. This is a story by Austin Kellerman, news director at the local NBC TV station, 
and his team. They worked to lessen violence in their city. 
 

10.  Protection of minors: transparency, prevention, training 
In step with the Church, the Focolare Movement is working to give child protection the 
attention it deserves.  We take stock of the situation with Olga Maria Rodriguez (jointly 
responsible for the Central Commission of the Focolare for the Promotion of the Wellbeing and 
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Protection of Minors (CO.BE.TU in Italian)) and Orazio Moscatello (a lawyer and expert in the 
rights of Families and of Minors and a member of CO.BE.TU). 
 
11.  In dialogue with Jesús Morán, Agostino Spolti, Barbara e Paolo Rovea   

       
12.  Conclusion          

 
 

1. Opening and greetings 

 
(Applause)  

 
Marco D’Ercole: Thank you all for being connected again, welcome to this conference call!  
This time is important to be together again. Imagine, it’s 12 noon here in Italy, but in Manila it’s... 
 
Ray Asprer 6 pm., while in New Zealand, in Wellington on the other side of the world, it is already 
10 pm. Yes, this link-up is important to connect with all of you. We especially greet all of you in 
Asia! 
I’m Ray, I’m Filipino (Filipino greeting) and I work here at the International Centre of the Focolare 
Movement, and in a special way for the communities in North America. (We were on the East 
Coast last month ... a special greeting! (Greeting in English). 
 
Marco: I'm Marco, I'm 20 and I'm a Gen, one of the young people of the Focolare Movement. I live 
here in Rocca di Papa, just close by the International centre of the Movement. I’m in my first year 
of Statistics at the University of Rome and I am also tutor at Teens, the magazine for children, 
edited by New City. 
 
I’d like to remind you that also this time too you can follow us, send us comments or photos on 
the Facebook page of the CH link-up or write us via WhatsApp number that you see on screen:  
 
+39 3204197109 

2. SRI LANKA - Audio-message from Suchith Abeyewickreme  

Ray: As always our conference call wants to be a point of convergence of a family spread all over 
the world, called to “living in the rifts” that threaten it. Today in a special way, our hearts turn to 
our dear friends in Sri Lanka, crushed by the incomprehensible violence that shook the whole 
nation last Easter Sunday. You are a people in mourning, and we together with you, want to assure 
you of our support and spiritual closeness... 
We know that communications are difficult, but because of the Link-up, this message came to us 
from Suchith. Suchith is a peace activist who has created a network that promotes interreligious 
dialogue.   
 
Suchith (in English): Dear Friends from Focolare, I write to you as we here, in Sri Lanka are 
mourning the loss of our people due to the recent attacks on Easter Sunday in our beautiful Island. 
We are shocked, saddened and shaken up by these unprecedented events.  
Our first priority has been to care and support the victims and their families. We are trying to 
support each other across Communities in these efforts. Following the attacks many of us 
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responded, many stepped out to donate blood, help victims and donate relief and medical supplies. 
We are now in the process of supporting each other in our final farewells to those who we have 
lost.  
[…] By standing together Sri Lankans of Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic and other various 
spiritual and cultural backgrounds, we are saying to those who impose terror upon us that we will 
not let them succeed in their aims.  
[…] These events occurred when we in Sri Lanka were about to commemorate 10 years since the 
end of the 26 year long armed conflict. As a society we had many wounds yet to be healed from the 
past experience, but now we feel wounded again. But I believe that the Sri Lankan people are 
strong and resilient, we will work together to heal ourselves and our society over time.  
[…] Our main appeal to you is not for donations. Our appeal is for your time and commitment. Time 
and commitment to strengthen your work in your own communities to build bridges of 
understanding across divides, to intensify moderate voices and to stand for non-violence. […] […] 
Thank you for your solidarity with us here in Sri Lanka in this difficult times. […] 
 
Ray: Thanks to you, Suchith, we know you're following us. We are with you!  
 
 

3. THOUGHT OF CHIARA: "Peacemakers"  

 
Ray: Precisely to strengthen the commitment to build bridges beyond divisions, let us now listen 
to a reflection by Chiara from which we can draw inspiration. It is taken from a Word of Life of 
1981, but it is so relevant, it seems that she’s saying it today! 
 

Chiara Lubich: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”. 

Do you know who the peacemakers are that Jesus is talking about? 

They are not the people that we call peaceful, the ones who prefer a quiet life and can’t 

stand arguments. They might seem naturally conciliatory but this can often hide the fact that they 

don’t want to be disturbed or have any trouble. 

Peacemakers are not even those good people who, because they trust in God, do not react 

when they are provoked or offended. Peacemakers are people who love peace so much that they 

are not afraid to intervene in conflicts to obtain peace for those who disagree with one another. 

Anyone who possesses inner peace can be a bearer of peace. 

First, we need to be bearers of peace in our own behaviour, all the time, by living in 

harmony with God and by doing his will. 

Peacemakers then strive to create bonds and establish relationships among people. They 

help reduce tension and break down the state of “cold war” they find in many places, such as the 

family, at work, at school, in sports, between nations, etc.  

[…] Television, the newspapers and the radio describe every day how the world is like an 

immense hospital and nations are often like huge patients who are in extreme need of 

peacemakers to heal the strained and impossible relationships that threaten to break out into war, 

when it is not already happening. 

Peace is a characteristic of the kind of Christian relationships that believers try to establish 

with the people they are in contact with, or who they meet occasionally. They are relationships of 
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sincere love without falsehood or deception, without any form of implicit violence or rivalry, 

competition or selfishness. 

To work in order to establish this kind of relationships in the world is revolutionary. In fact 

the relationships that usually exist in society are of a completely different nature and, 

unfortunately, often they do not change. 

Jesus knew that human coexistence was like this, and that is why he asked his disciples to 

always take the first step without waiting for other people to take the initiative or respond, and 

without expecting reciprocity: "But I say to you, love your enemies ...  And if you greet only your 

brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others?”. 

 
Jesus came to bring peace. His whole message and behaviour show this. 

However, this new relationship established among people is often what exposes false 
relationships in society and reveals their hidden violence. 

 People don’t want this truth to be discovered and there is a danger, in extreme cases, that 
they respond with hatred and violence to anyone who dares to disturb the current state of affairs 
and the ways they are organized.  

Jesus, the bearer of peace, was killed by human violence. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” 

How then will you live this word of life? 

First of all, by spreading love everywhere in the world. […] Then you will cautiously 

intervene when peace is threatened around you. Often, all it takes is to listen with love to those 

who quarrel, for as long as is needed, and a peaceful solution is found. 

 

A very effective means of reducing tension among people is humour. A rabbinical text 

states: “The future kingdom belongs to those who willingly fool around because they are 

peacemakers among people who quarrel”. 

Furthermore, you will not be at peace until relationships that were broken over the slightest 

thing are re-established. 

Perhaps you can be a peacemaker in a group or association you belong to, by setting up 

activities aimed at developing a greater awareness of the need for peace. 

[…] What matters is not to stand still, letting your few days of life go by without doing 

something for your neighbours, without preparing yourself properly for the life that awaits you. 

 (Music) 
 

4. Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam): between future and spirituality 

Marco:  The link-up takes us around the world every time. So let's get back on the road together 
and go to Vietnam, to Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City... 

Marco Aleotti (speaker): This is Saigon. Or rather Ho Chi Minh City as it is called today. A 

city of more than 8 and a half million inhabitants that zip quickly through the streets on their 

mopeds every day. A city that is a mix of tradition and modernity, where people are young, 

dynamic and smiling.  
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The tree-lined streets and avenues take us on a journey through history, from the beautiful 

Post Office designed by Gustave Eiffel to the Romanesque basilica of Notre Dame. The picture of 

Ho Chi Minh, the father of the nation, who guided the country towards independence, is present 

everywhere and watches us from shop windows and posters in the city streets.  

The fall of Saigon, on April 30, 1975, represented the end of the Vietnam War and the 

defeat of the United States. The war museum reminds the world of what was done in not only 

fighting an enemy but actually trying to poison its people. 75 million tons of dioxin, the terrible 

Agent Orange, was sprayed all over southern Vietnam, destroying forests and rice paddies, causing 

400 thousand deaths and 500 thousand disabled children.  

 

And the contrast between the tragic past and the calm busyness of the present leads us to 

admire the tenacity of this people even more. We discovered that in Vietnam there is also a deep 

popular spirituality. A spirituality present in the majority Buddhist population as well as the 8 

million Catholics. 
 

Marco:  Luigi Butori is in focolare in Saigon. We accompanied him through the streets of the city 
but also to the border with Myanmar. To meet who? Let's find out together by riding a motorbike 
with him ...   

5. A community as big as the world 

Luigi Butori (in Italian): My name is Luigi Butori, I am Italian and I’ve been in Asia for 28 years. I 
come from a small town called Lucca in Tuscany. What am I doing in Vietnam… that’s an 
interesting question. 
 
Music and title “Drop by Drop”  
 
Luigi Butori: Saigon is a marvellous city but also a dreadful one. People come here from all over 
Vietnam and beyond to find work and make a future for themselves. It’s a place where some 
people spend thousands of euros in one day and others nearby don’t have 3 euros for themselves 
and their children. 
 
You might go to see someone in a street where there are bars and restaurants. Then you go to see 
Mr Tan, who has lost his legs and who lives in a room one metre by one and a half metres. He has 
three children who live with neighbours. You realise that Saigon is not only bars and high rise 
buildings, but there are people who suffer. 
 
The cost of fixing this house might be 800 euros. But once you start work in a place like this you 
don’t know what you will find. So we expect to pay twice that. 
 
This was an empty building where people used to take drugs. A priest and some students started 
sleeping here, cleaning up, getting to know the children in the street who sold lottery tickets; and 
they started this school, Fokap, that’s been going for 20 years. It’s a fantastic experience with 148 
children who would otherwise be on the streets, from 148 very poor families. Some of the children 
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are orphans and it is a miracle because it is run on donations. This room was repaired by a business 
that wanted to give all that was needed to fix it. 
 
This lady has 6 children. One has died of AIDS, another is in prison. Four of the girls work on the 
streets, and 9 grandchildren that the girls entrust to their mother, the children they have. All these 
children are at the Fokap School. 
 
Something very important that we can help with, apart from food, is social security, so they can get 
hospital treatment. 
 
The biggest problems are the elderly and mentally less able. These two categories are really 
deprived, and of course the children. But if you help the children study at least they have a future 
but older people on their own are a huge problem. 
 
I like to be alongside people, to show that we love them, to feel they are not alone, that they can 
improve their lives and face life’s problems with other people. 
 
I usually have two wallets. This is the normal one and this is for the poor. One in each pocket so I 
don’t make mistakes. When I go to a place where I need to give something, I go to the left pocket 
and while there is money in it, I give it. 
 
I never thought I would do anything like this. For years I worked in business, then I taught at a 
university, then in a school. I did different jobs. But our experience in the focolare here since 1988 
has been that we have always helped many people, especially the Karen refugees, from Burma, 
who fled the war. Then things developed over the years. My eyes were opened little by little. I 
realised people were living in dramatic situations and that I could really do something for them. If I 
did something or did not do it made a huge difference for them. 
 
Drop by drop began, in an incredible way. I went one weekend with some friends to Mae Sot in 
northern Thailand to see a priest who was not well, Father Justin. 
  
We realised what amazing work he was doing with migrants and the poor, with people who had no 
papers, nothing and who were being exploited. 
 
I took some photos and went back to Bangkok. Some of my friends from Latina got in touch saying, 
“Where were you yesterday? What did you do?” So I sent the photos and one of them, a teacher, 
showed them to the children in her school. 
 
The children spontaneously collected presents and other things they brought to school. There was a 
pile of toys and gifts to be sent. We got in touch with an international logistics agency who when 
they heard the whole story of the children and the gifts wanted to lend a hand. 
 
That i show the bridge began, these presents that started travelling from Italian ports to the Port in 
Bangkok. These big boxes covered with drawings by the children in Latina. And the children in Mae 
Sot saw all these lovely presents arrive. 
 
There was bedding and clothing and they were so happy, really happy because they knew that 
people in another part of the world loved them. 
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Teacher F (in Italian): It’s a bridge of love that starts from Latina and goes to Mae Sot and starts 
from Mae Sot and goes back to Latina. 
 
Luigi Butori: There are now 20 projects, so between the four nations that receive goods and the 
other countries, Italy and Switzerland, who help, we have added up to a total of about 1,000 
people involved in this project. 
 
Of course a project began in Myanmar in the city of Yangon that’s called “2 eggs a week”. Every 
child receives two hard boiled eggs each week. Currently we are helping about 170 children, but 
there are 700 children in the area who need this help and we hope to be able to help all of them in 
the coming months. For me, my community, the focolare, is like a nest I go back to, where I rest, 
recharge my batteries; where I understand and see more clearly; where I draw strength and joy; 
and then I go out because the real community is the world, the whole world. 
(Applause) 

Marco: Thank you Luigi! And a greeting to all of you in Saigon, we know you're following us!  

6. MOZAMBIQUE - Update of the situation   

Ray: Let’s open a window onto another place, were going to Mozambique, on the African 
continent, which continues to be hit by cyclones. Last month, the cyclone that devastated the 
country also reached Dombe, where there is a Focolare community of about 500 people, and also 
a one of the Fazenda Da Esperanca rehabilitation centres. Almost everything has been destroyed...  
 
Perhaps you have followed the development of the situation and the fund-raising project 
promoted by the United World Association through Social networks or on the focolare.org 
website.  
 
Ildo Foppa, head of the Rehabilitation Centre kept us updated and on Easter Sunday he told us 
that aid had arrived and the first rebuilding work on the houses and structures was starting. 
Hundreds of kits could be purchased and delivered. With seeds and tools for agriculture, 
 
In his message, Ildo writes:  
 
Marco: "The experience after the tragedy is tough and demanding, but we are sure that everything 
has happened to give life to a great transformation of this place.  It is amazing how close relations 
were established with the bishop, priests, organizations that come to help and the whole 
community. Together with the bishop we are thinking of starting a project to build houses with 
concrete blocks: this would give work to our children and to many more people” 
 
Ray: For those who still want to contribute, you can find all the information on this site 
(http://www.amu-it.eu ). 
 
7. The "Zero Hunger" challenge 

Marco: Again this year the United World Week celebration begins on the first of May. What do we 
do? During the week we are committed to letting our friends and the media know and get 

http://www.amu-it.eu/
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involved in the many actions we take during the year to fight hunger and poverty. In fact the title 
we chose this year is "No One In Need", this is the goal we set ourselves.  

One of the actions is "Zero Hunger". It is one of the goals of the UN 2030 agenda and one of the 
fronts on which we are most committed.  

In India the Teens for Unity of Mumbai have come up with an alternative way to take up this 
challenge.  

(In English) 

(Music and slide: Zero Hunger Project Andheri   Mumbai India) 

Anu (girl): This is how the Journey of the zero hunger project started. In the month of April last 

year, I went for a camp where they spoke about the Zero Hunger Project and what we could do 

about it. 

Astrida (parent – mother): I had visited a home close to our colony named Shantighar (House of 

Peace). It is a home for destitute women and when I went over there I saw that the women did not 

have the basic necessities also. 

Rachel (girl): We went to Sister Divya who takes care of the HIV Families. 

Sr. Divya (Ursuline Sister): I work with the HIV positive patients living all over Mumbai. Right now 

we have about 65 to 70 patients. These are common people who do not have sufficient to eat and 

these are the young children; this is the need. 

Rachel (girl): Then we got an idea to make piggy banks out of the plastic bottles; to collect the 

money and give it to them. 

Shailet (parent – mother): You know something sparked where in it was such a small thing like a 

paper drive even the children could be involved in it in such a good way. 

Aaron (boy): We wrote a letter to the society members, later we distributed this letter to everyone, 

even the people of other religions. 

Alvin (boy):  We went to everybody’s houses and we explained about this project which we have. 

Some gave food grains, some gave newspapers and some even gave money.  

Aaron (boy):  The newspapers which will be collected will be weighed and sold to the scrap 

collector and the money which he gives us will be sent to the women at Shantighar. We started 

with 50 families then we went to 200. 

Warren (boy):  We thought of visiting the HIV Families. 

Ronan (boy):  We thought to prepare some action songs. 

Tiya (girl):  We also organized a few of these games for the little kids. 
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Liselle (girl):   We thought of an Idea to make a cake for them. So after we making the cake we 

gave it to them and they were happy and they liked it so much. 

Aaron (boy):   It made me feel happy that someone was benefitted by our acts 

Ashley (boy):  It is personally very rewarding knowing that the people who actually deserve it and 

don’t get it too often; get what they actually deserve. And secondly helping a human being gives 

you an inside smile. That nothing else can compare to which makes you happier than that. 

Shailet (parent – mother): Now we keep collecting papers, books and all because we know that 

after 2 months there will be somebody to come and collect and it will be used for a good cause. 

Alvin (boy):  We thought of eliminating hunger starting from our own neighbourhood. Where 

everybody could be happy and we could help all the needy. 

(Music and slide: #Zerohunger 

The Teens for Unity of Andheri Mumbai collected newspapers regularly for 8 months. 

- 1,000 kg of newspapers collected and sold 

- Rupees. 28,000 ($ 400) raised 

- 200 families involved 

- 100 kg of food items along with books and clothing) (Applause) 

 

8. BRAZIL - TELEPHONE CALL WITH RENZO (MANAUS) 

 
Ray: Among the news that unfortunately we have become accustomed to seeing in the news is the 
dramatic situation of the refugees from Venezuela. Since 2014, more than 3 and a half million 
people have left the country.  
 
They call them "caminantes" because they reach on foot the neighbouring countries like Colombia, 
Peru, Ecuador, and Chile and in recent times also Argentina and Brazil.  

 
Renzo is an Italian focolarino who lives in Manaus, Brazil. Recently he was in Boa Vista, a city on 
the border with Venezuela and which was "invaded" by hundreds of refugees.  
 
We're now connected with him. Renzo, are you there?  
 
Renzo Hello everyone, greetings from Manaus!  
Ray: Hello Renzo. Greetings to the communities in the Amazon! You have sent us these images 
that struck us very much... 
Renzo: Yes, I went to Boa Vista and was very struck that walking along the streets you hear more 
Spanish being spoken than Portuguese. A huge number of people have arrived from Venezuela in 
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recent months. The Focolare community has worked with the Church and other Associations and 
Movements. There have been so many stories of generosity and concrete love. 
Ray All right, let's see some of them right away... 
Renzo: Yes. 
 
(In Portuguese) 
Ana: We immediately met as the community of the Focolare Movement to see what we could give: 
milk, rise, sugar, pasta, beans, and oil, what was needed straightaway. … Only when we got there, 
seeing those young people and children … who were shaking with hunger and were desperate.  If 
I’d been able to, I would have given it all immediately, but there were many children, older people 
and pregnant women. So we asked them to queue up and it was marvellous because God sees the 
sincerity in people’s hearts and they themselves started sharing with others. So if we gave food to 
200 people, I assure you at least 400 people were fed. 
 
Paulo:  We started giving out the soup and meals and while that was happening Sylvia and I went 
to see whether there were people with particular needs. Many of them were ill, and the children 
too. We wanted to see how they really were, because the conditions were terrible. … We were 
anxious to get medicines and meet the needs of these Venezuelan brothers and sisters who were 
coming here. 
 
Silvia:  I saw a mother with an undernourished child, who was skin and bone. I was so moved. … 
We took him to the paediatric hospital. The doctor came and said, “This little boy is so sick and 
undernourished that if you had not brought him here today he would not have survived the 
night. … When I was leaving I waved to him and the boy smiled, spontaneously. It was like a gift 
from God. It was as though he was saying, “Thank you, thank you for saving me”. … Just like Chiara 
in the early times… being open to those who suffer, those in need. All of this for Jesus and out of 
love. 
 
Ray I listened to all the testimonies you filmed and I realized that sometimes you distributed food 
to over a thousand people... 
 
Renzo Yes, exactly, the community in Boa Vista has involved many of their friends, colleagues and, 
parishioners. Food, clothing and donations have grown. Then the civil authorities started to help 
and the experience is ongoing up to today. The wonderful thing is that listening to Ana, Paulo and 
Silvia I saw clearly that only together can we try to help this people that are suffering so much, and 
be a response of concrete love. 
 
Ray: Thanks Renzo and a greeting to the community of Boa Vista!  

 
 

9. LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS (USA) "Victory over violence" 

 
Marco: Austin Kellerman lives in Little Rock, Arkansas, in the United States. He is 35 years old and 
is the news director at a local TV station. After yet another murder in his city he decided that in 
order for things to change, it was not enough to just give the news, but something concrete must 
be done, something more...   
 
(In English) 
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(Music) 
  
Austin Kellerman I'll never forget the moment I heard the news: for the second time in a month a 
toddler was the unintended target of gun violence in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
Graphic: 
After the shooting deaths of 2 toddlers in Little Rock, Arkansas, Austin Kellerman, news director at 
the local TV station and his team decided something needed to be done. 
 
Austin Kellerman Violence was surging in the city and starting to affect everyone including the 
journalists at our TV station. The newsroom staff was tired of covering crime and these heart-
breaking situations. Television stations like ours are good at covering the news but rarely do we 
take steps to change it. After a few weeks of brainstorming and meeting with community leaders 
we launched a campaign we called Victory Over Violence. 
 
Journalist (woman) 
Newsrooms are used to covering violence. Rarely did they take steps to fix it. That's where we 
dared to be different. 
 
Austin Kellerman No one entity would be able to stop violence. We knew that. So our goal was to 
unite and empower the various groups in central Arkansas who are already working to curb it. 
 
We met dozens of organizations doing amazing work in key areas like education, hunger, jobs and 
mentoring.  
 
Young man 
If you have a helping hand when you’re a child then it really shapes your future and it really helps 
you out in the real world. 
 
Austin Kellerman In many cases few people in town knew about these good works and we found 
the groups rarely knew about each other. Throughout it all love of neighbour was at the root of 
everything we did. How can you love a neighbour without getting to know them? In order to 
reduce crime and homicides we had to help people know and care about each other and ultimately 
create a culture where violence wouldn't be tolerated.  
 
We started simple in neighbourhoods through victory walks. 
 
(Music and chanting: Victory over violence) 
 
Austin Kellerman And in these events we'd work with community organizers to put together a 
march in targeted areas of town. We'd walk about a mile through the neighbourhood and end in a 
park or a church with a gathering, cookout and activities for the kids. 
 
You know we really didn't know what to expect at our first event. This wasn’t our line of business 
and it took us far outside our comfort zone. But we were really surprised when nearly a thousand 
people showed up including many community leaders. The first event proved many people felt the 
same way we did. They were fed up and they wanted the city to change. We aim to bring 
community groups together. We found a powerful ally in U.S. congressman French Hill. 
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 We asked him if he could help bring the city and state's top leaders to the table to discuss these 
concrete ideas to implement in Little Rock. 
 
Not everybody was as easy to win over. Little Rock Police Chief Kenton Buckner seemed sceptical of 
what we were doing. I certainly understood his distrust of partnering with a media organization 
that wasn't always favourable and its coverage of the police department and that department had 
its fair share of problems. However we weren't going to be successful if we didn't have the backing 
and cooperation of the people responsible for keeping our city safe. 
 
I mean, I understood the first thing we needed to do – the first thing I needed to do is make myself 
one, stepping into the shoes of the police. Instead of complaining about lack of cooperation I 
signed up for the Little Rock Citizens Police Academy. And during that 12 week course I was able to 
better understand the way the department combated crime and talk to officers about their 
experience and share with them our coverage plans and guidelines. At the graduation ceremony 
for the Academy the chief stood up in front of the group and challenged us to keep working to 
make Little Rock a better place to live. 
 
I remember him saying, you know, do something; be active like Kellerman over there! 
 
Chief Buckner  
I've been in law enforcement for 25 years and I've never seen a media outlet take this kind of step 
to get involved.  
 
Austin Kellerman 
Chief Buckner came to our next Victory Over Violence meeting and many of those that followed 
and the next time I made a request for help from the department I received an immediate response 
of support. 
 
Over the next 24 months, we hosted 7 victory walks for more than 4000 people. We signed up 
more than 300 mentors to connect with at risk children. We held three job fairs with partner 
organizations that served more than two thousand job seekers. That included a job fair specifically 
for convicted felons. Our stations raised more than one hundred thousand dollars for non-profits 
working to combat violence. We hosted three town hall meetings and held a clean-up day at area 
school campuses and homes that served foster children. 
Graphic: 
What if    For one day   An entire city   Could come together? 
 
 
Austin Kellerman Our group also brought more than 60 church leaders together. 
Of course we have not rid the city of violence. We never will, however we felt like we helped make 
an impact. And after the first half of 2017, Little Rock was on pace for a record high of seventy five 
homicides. As our campaign grew that rate slowed ending at 52 for 2017 and 2018 the number 
dramatically dropped to 41. 
(Music and chanting: Victory over violence) 
 
While the majority of the credit goes to the police department and city leaders, we can't help but 
think our campaign helped. At the end of 2018 Chief Buckner accepted a new job in Syracuse, New 



  CCH-00-20181117-CH2431M – p.13 di 18 

 

 

York. While I was sad to see him go, I was moved by a phone call I received shortly after he left 
town. There was a fellow news director at a TV station there in Syracuse. “I called you to ask about 
Victory Over Violence. Chief Buckner said to call you because he wants to do it there.” 
Sometimes all it takes is a spark. 
(Applause) 
 
Marco: Thank you Austin for all you are doing. Thanks for having sent us this report. Greetings 
from all of us. 
 
10. PROTECTION OF MINORS: TRANSPARENCY, PREVENTION, TRAINING 
 
Ray We wanted to give a title to this Conference Call, "Living in the rifts". One of the most painful 
rifts of our time is that of child abuse. We want to take advantage of this last part of the CH 
Conference Call to address this issue which, like so many movements and organizations dealing 
with children, also involves us unfortunately. 
 
Video: Pope Francis (at the conclusion of the meeting "The protection of minors in the Church", 24 
February 2019) “I make a heartfelt appeal for an all-out battle against the abuse of minors both 
sexually and in other areas, on the part of all authorities and individuals, for we are dealing with 
abominable crimes that must be erased from the face of the earth.” (N. 8)  
 
Stefania Tanesini: The Pope’s words concluding the Vatican summit on abuse are clear: the 
phenomenon of paedophilia is the most serious crisis the Catholic Church is facing, a scandal that 
has erupted in more recent years, but with deep roots. Despite the "zero tolerance" approach 
implemented by the Pope, being alongside the victims and listening to them, the accusations 
against and the dismissal of senior prelates have seriously undermined the credibility of the 
Church.(Music) 
 
The problem is so vast that we do not even know the full extent of it. At the summit, the Pope tried 
to give some information on a phenomenon that goes beyond the borders of the Catholic Church 
touching on areas of life such as the family, school and sport. (Music) 
 
Even among those responsible for the Focolare Movement there is pain and bewilderment due to 
the involvement of some of its members in events linked to abuse. And along the lines of the 
Church, the Movement has undertaken the necessary path to review practices, actions and 
relationships to give all the necessary attention to the protection of minors. 
 
OLGA MARIA RODRIGUEZ: Co-responsible for the Commission for the Promotion, Wellbeing and 
Protection of Minors (CO.BE.TU) 
 
In all there have been 18 cases that we have addressed in different geographical areas that 
occurred at different times. Some were a very long time ago; some were recent, and we tried to 
give our opinion, because the Commission is not a court, it is a body at the service of the 
Movement, of the presidency. We suggested measures to be taken within the Movement and in 
some cases it was necessary to make a legal complaint. 
 
Stefania: Yes, because it is often about children, brothers and sisters or grandchildren, entrusted to 
the care of people deemed to be safe, who have made a particular life choice, and who should have 
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at heart the wellbeing of children and young people, and instead they cause them very serious and 
sometimes irreparable damage. 
The Guidelines for the Wellbeing and Protection of Minors, launched in 2014, and the subsequent 
establishment of an international Commission and local commissions, go in the direction of 
protecting the victim in the first place, assisting the family and then collecting the facts and taking 
the necessary action regarding the person responsible for the abuse. 
 
ORAZIO MOSCATELLO Lawyer, expert in family and children's law and member CO.BE.TU 
In the context of the guidelines, we saw that reporting abuse is fundamental and we have 
emphasised the moral duty to report abuse that is the responsibility of each member of the 
Focolare Movement. That is the first the first step which then leads to the following which are the 
reporting, the verification of abuse and then implementing all the preventative measures that are 
indispensable from a procedural point of view. 
 
Stefania: There is therefore the need to adapt the rules to different local situations and laws, 
without forgetting the so-called new forms of abuse such as stalking and bullying. But this is not 
enough: first of all we must work on prevention and training. 
 
OLGA MARIA: Collaboration with all the other agencies of the movement is important, with all the 
other courses run by both the Gen 3 and Gen 4 centres and the Families Movement, and all this is 
of mutual benefit.  
 
ORAZIO: The Focolare Movement has been working on this aspect for a long time, providing both 
training tools for the adults to whom minors are entrusted, especially so as to prevent abuse and 
this is the first and most important goal we are working on. 
 

11. In dialogue with Jesús Morán, Agostino Spolti, Barbara and Paolo Rovea 

Ray:   Jesús, welcome.  

Jesús: Thanks. 

Ray: At the end of the conference, which the report covered, you [and Emmaus] said you felt the 

need to make a statement to everyone and you wrote the letter I have here in my hand. Can you 

briefly tell us the content of this letter and what are the reasons that led you to write it?  

Jesús: This is a letter we wrote with Emmaus, after a process of reflection - that was certainly 

institutional. And it is important to state that. With this declaration we first wanted to adhere to 

the ongoing process in the Church of promoting the well-being and protection of minors, 

therefore against any form of abuse, not only of minors, but of any person in a situation of 

vulnerability. So this is the first thing: full adherence to the current approach of the Church, and of 

society, I would say. 

Secondly - as we have also seen in the report - we wanted to publicly acknowledge that this 

tragedy has also affected us, that cases of abuse have occurred even within the Movement and 

that this leads us to a concrete action to do justice to the victims, also by starting a process of 
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accompaniment at a general and concrete level. So this too is important. I would say zero 

tolerance also within the Movement.  

Certainly this - as the Pope said - is a great purification, a great purification for us too, so we 

wanted to make this act of recognition. 

And thirdly we wanted to tell everyone that this commitment cannot be confined to the sphere of 

the Movement. With this letter we have tried to tell all the members of the Movement that it is 

important to engage at all levels so that this tragedy, this immense pain, which is a social and 

moral tragedy, should end as soon as possible and there be no more of these cases of abuses that 

are truly very serious.  

These are the three key things that are said in the letter. 

Ray: Thank you, Jesús. 

Barbara and Paolo, you are a couple and for years you have been following the "Up2me" training 

program for teenagers and families to help children learn about sexuality and interpersonal 

relationships. 

Unfortunately, we know that most abuse occurs in the family circle or by people closely connected 

to the family. We would like to ask you: what can be done to avoid this? Or what are you doing as 

families in the Movement?  

Barbara Rovea: As New Families we are certainly committed to talking about these issues from 

when we first meet with engaged couple, then the young married couples and so on in all phases 

of the couples' life. Of course we act from the point of view of prevention, as we heard before in 

the report, and therefore we aim to ensure that in all areas of life, but also in this field of 

affectivity and sexuality, individuals, couples and families form healthy, mature and well informed 

relationships.  

Of course we do this through conferences, with groups of families that meet and have the 

opportunity to get to know each other in depth, and also through conversations between couples 

that allow us to go deep into understanding and also sharing possible difficulties.  

We know that as families we need to continually train ourselves; we have the responsibility to 

continually train ourselves, so we get help from professionally qualified people in these fields, 

both through training opportunities and through the readiness of these people to help, also by 

following, if need be, individual families where there are difficulties in these fields. 

Paolo Rovea: Linked to what Barbara said is another aspect that we underline, which is the 

presence over many years now of these relationships between couples, between families, among 

their children, which has created a real family network at world level. And this is very useful, it's 

very important. Even modern studies are emphasizing the importance of family networks for the 

health of our societies. And these family networks in turn are open to the communities of the 

Movement in different localities or geographical areas, where among the various people there are 
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also the animators of groups of children, young people and teenagers. So, this being together in a 

network and helping one another with training enables greater knowledge and mutual esteem; it 

enables mutual support and also helps families be aware of any possible dangers. 

Arising from the collaboration between families and animators the Up2me project began, which 

you mentioned earlier. It's a tool that goes in this direction, a powerful help because it is like a 

bomb that exploded in our hands in the most positive sense of the word. It is spreading all over 

the world and is a modern way to help preadolescents, adolescents and their parents separately 

to get training on these fundamental subjects. And more recently younger children together with 

their parents.  

This is one of the many tools we have available and that will continue to be available in the coming 

years so that we can all be trained: young people and adults, to be trained and prepared more and 

more, and to be vigilant in this delicate field. 

Ray: Thanks!  

Agostino, you work here at the international centre and you are in direct contact with thousands 

of kids from very diverse cultural backgrounds. You travel a lot and therefore you have a very 

broad overview. We wanted to ask you: what can you tell us about the training of people [in the 

Movement] and the [Gen] assistants who work in direct contact with children? 

Agostino Spolti: Thank you Ray for this question. From the very beginning the Gen centres and the 

Gen 4 centres were involved in the drafting of these guidelines for the protection and well-being 

of children and adolescents, we were invited personally.  

The first task is certainly to raise awareness among all educators in this respect. But I would like to 

highlight four realities in which we as educators feel the need to work: one is the family, another is 

to work as a team, another is continuous formation, and fourth is the community, living in the 

community. 

The relationship with the family is indispensable, also because as educators it is important to know 

the environment in which adolescents and children are living. And then this mutual relationship of 

responsibility that the family has above all for children and adolescents. It is also certainly means 

presenting the program with the annual activities, but also of telling parents what are the aims of 

the training program.  

I remember once at a meeting with Chiara that was held annually, there was a presentation about 

the reality of adolescents, and this theme of affectivity and sexuality. Although we did something, 

we actually said it is up to the families to talk about these topics. But the families say: it should be 

you teachers, [gen] assistants, to start something.  

When we asked Chiara who should do it, she said: "You have to do it together". Actually it took us 

a few years, but this working together for this project of an education in affectivity and sexuality 

can only be done together. This being together that emphasizes team work.  
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Here we are still progressing. Often, the assistants feel they are on their own. But it is so 

important, in view of all that is involved in promoting the well-being and protection of children 

and adolescents, it's so important to work together as a team. But not only this, because the team 

can make room for the best Teacher of all, and he knows how to make himself known, he knows 

how to grow his own life in the adolescent and in the child.  

Certainly on this path there is also a need for a personal dialogue between the educator and the 

student, but always keeping in mind the guidelines that also help in this relationship. 

The other is Edu for Edu, educating oneself to educate others. We also feel as a response to the 

Assembly1 that asked us for this ongoing formation, that even here in collaboration with the 

various educational agencies of the Movement we are working together to form ourselves, to 

become those authentic, sincere people that know how to transform all this thought and the 

anthropological potential of a charism of unity into life, into action. 

The other point is the community; the community has an important role in formation. Already in 

1966, as soon as the Gen Movement began, in one of her talks Chiara stressed that it is not 

enough to entrust children and young people to someone delegated for the task, - but that it is the 

whole Movement that cares for children and young people, the Movement as a whole. So in 

preparing a program, which is all beautiful, there is the whole community. 

I like to remember - talking about the community - an answer that Chiara gave to a teenager 

already in 1982 in Amsterdam, who told her about the difficulty she had in living purity, in being a 

witness to what she was living, because of so many outside influences. You can imagine how it is 

now, with the growth of the mass media in recent years, what teenagers are experiencing. And 

Chiara's answer ended by saying: but even among the first Christians there were young people, 

and they too had temptations, they had doubts about the faith, but where did they go? They went 

to be with the community. In this living community, with the presence of Jesus in their midst they 

understood, and then they could go out into the world.  

This launching outwards is also something that helps us very much in bringing out the potential of 

children. Chiara always urged them not to look only at themselves or at their group but to go out 

to those who suffer, to those who are more like Jesus forsaken. This aspect of the way we look at 

people is what we educators are also engaged in, the way we look at every child, every teenager. 

And the creative potential of Jesus' way of looking at people challenges us, it tells us and teaches 

us how to look at each one. 

I was at the World Youth Day in Panama, and the Pope concluded it speaking to young people, but 

asking us adults: "Do you older people feel that you can look at the youngest ones with the eyes of 

God?" So, even though we realise that here too we have still got a way to go, but with 

responsibility and humility together we want to keep going forward in this for the good of children 

and adolescents. 

                                                 
1   He was referring to the last General Assembly of the Work of Mary held in 2014. 
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Ray: Thanks Ago, thanks. Thanks Barbara and Paolo. Thanks Jesús. (Applause) 

12. Conclusion 

Ray: We have come to the end of our link up. Today we have faced many rifts. We have spoken 
about refugees, poverty; we’ve seen terrorism and natural disasters. We have also seen many 
people who have worked hard, and who did not stop when faced with enormous problems, but 
have done their small but important part, just as Chiara said in her reflection at the start of the link 
up. 
 
Marco: Yes, in fact Chiara ended saying just that: What matters is not to stand still, letting your 
few days of life go by without doing something for your neighbours, without preparing yourself 
properly for the life that awaits you. 

 
So, we will leave one another with this commitment, that each one does their own part.  

 
Ray: And with this, thank you, we will see one another at our next appointment for the conference 
call which is on June 15th, 2019 at 8 pm Italian time. 
 Thanks and goodbye! 
Marco: Bye everyone! (Applause) 
 

  
 


