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Rocca di Papa, 13th June 2020 

 

A LIGHT FOR THE WORLD. 

Chiara Lubich and interreligious dialogue 

 

 

1. Logo, opening and greetings.  

 

2. Transcending boundaries: Chiara Lubich and the great Religions.                                                                                

Chiara Lubich and interreligious dialogue, a way to give a soul to globalisation. 

 

3. Messages from leaders and representatives of various Religions – part 1   

Words of gratitude for Chiara Lubich’s work and all she did to generate and promote 

interreligious dialogue throughout her life: Farouk M. Mesli, Muslim, professor at the 

University of Oran, Algeria, and Rabbi David Rosen, International Director of Interreligious 

Affairs, American Jewish Committee, Jerusalem.  

4. Be the light.  

Part of a song composed and produced by Mr Jude Gitamondoc, inspired by the prayer of 

Venerable Master Hsing Yun, performed by the Guang Ming Institute of Performing Arts 

in Cebu in the Philippines. 

 

5. India - Shanti Ashram and the Focolare: a long friendship  

In dialogue with Vinu Aram, Director of the International Centre Shanti Ashram 

 

6. Jordan - Seeking what unites to go beyond differences  

At work, with the family, in every situation, for Omar and Lina, who are Muslims, the values 

of dialogue and encounter even between different faiths are central. 

 

7. India - Raul and Mitali’s dancing for unity  

Raul and Mitali are dancers from Mumbai, India; they’re married with two daughters. 

They show us how dance can become a powerful instrument of mutual knowledge 

between different religious traditions.   

 

8. Messages from leaders and representatives of various religions – part 2 

Words of gratitude for Chiara Lubich’s work and all she did to generate and promote 

interreligious dialogue throughout her life: Rev. Kosho Niwano, Buddhist, President-

designate Rissho Kosei-kai (Tokyo), Laila Muhammad, daughter of Imam W.D. Mohammed 

(New Jersey) and Card. Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, President of the Pontifical Council for 

Interreligious Dialogue (Vatican City).  
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9. Italy – Sophia University Institute: where study becomes dialogue and life.  

We are back in Loppiano, at the Sophia University Institute, an innovative academic 

centre and incubator of new concepts and practices in interreligious dialogue. 

 

10. Thailand - Beer: love others as oneself  

A glimpse into the experience and everyday life of Somjit Suwanmaneegul, a Buddhist, 

from Chiang Rai in Thailand. From his meeting with John Paul II to today. 

 

11. Ivory Coast - Bintou Konaté: interreligious dialogue and human development 

Bintou Konaté, a Muslim, with her Christian friends transformed suffering into an 

opportunity to help her community.    

 

12. Messages from leaders and representatives of various religions – part 3   

Words of gratitude for Chiara Lubich’s work and all she did to generate and promote 

interreligious dialogue throughout her life: Ven. Phra Maha Thongrattana Thavorn, Buddhist 

monk (Bangkok), Njendem Joseph, Fon of Fonjumetaw (Cameroon) e Ven. Miao Jing, 

Buddhist, Head Abbess of Fo Guang Shan Mabuhay Temple, Manila. Most Venerable Guo 

Huei, Abbot President of Dharma Drum Mountain, (Taiwan). 

13. Afghanistan and Italy - Sher Khan: a building block of a united world  

The coronavirus keeps on taking away thousands of "stories" like Sher Khan's. But his story 

lives on in a legacy – being one family - and in many friends like Marta and Javed. 

 

14. Argentina – Three women, three religions, one friendship. The story of a unique 

friendship: Silvina, Nancy and Cecilia. Three women. A Jew, a Muslim and a Christian. A 

relationship that is built upon concrete actions and a desire of going beyond any possible 

barrier.   

 

15. In dialogue with Maria Voce (Emmaus) and Jesús Morán 

Maria Voce, President of the Focolare Movement, says Chiara Lubich's interreligious 

dialogue, "was a true prophecy that is now being fulfilled as a concrete response to the 

needs of humanity”. Co-President Jesús Morán explains how the ethics of care is at the 

basis of the new pathway that will be launched on June 20, 2020 by the young people of 

the Focolare Movement. Ciao 

 

16. Trailer Pathway #daretocare 

Trailer for #daretocare pathway - the annual campaign of the United World Project, 

launching on June 20th 2020. Now more than ever we have to put “taking care” at the 

centre of communities, politics and citizenship. 
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1. LOGO, OPENING AND GREETINGS 

 

Music and captions: 

 

- CH Conference call – 13th June 2020 

- A LIGHT FOR THE WORLD: Chiara Lubich and interreligious dialogue;  

- Messages from leaders and representatives of various Religions – Algeria, Thailand, 

Japan, the USA – Italy, Cameroon, Philippines – Holy Land.  

- Vinu Aram, dialogue? A space for humanity, India 

- Brothers and sisters of different faiths: Jordan, Ivory Coast, Afghanistan, Argentina  

- Listening, respect, in the other’s shoes – that’s how solidarity grows; 

- #daretocare pathway trailer. 

- CH Conference call. A family linked up. 

 

Roberto Signor (in Portuguese): Good morning to North, South and Central America! 

Arooj Javed (in Italian): Good afternoon to Europe and Africa! 

Lawrence Chong (in English): Good evening to Asia and Oceania! 

Roberto (in Portuguese) Welcome to this edition of the conference call that makes us 

one family all over the world. 

My name is Roberto Signor, I’m a Brazilian focolarino and I work at the Centre for 

Interreligious Dialogue of the Focolare Movement, in Rocca di Papa, Italy. I spent many years 

in Thailand, Singapore and the Philippines. 

Arooj (in Italian): Hi, everybody. I'm Arooj. I'm from Pakistan and I've been in Italy for 

about 6 years. I graduated in Communication and during my studies at the Sophia University 

Institute I became passionate about inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue. I am married 

to an Italian guy, so we live intercultural dialogue every day at home with a lot of love and 

joy. I have a 3-month-old daughter.  

Lawrence (in English): I am Lawrence Chong from the Focolare Movement in 

Singapore. I am married and I work in a global innovation consulting firm. When I was a 

youth, the Focolare sent me to participate in global interfaith activities. The experience 

opened my eyes to the immensity of the movement’s involvement with the world’s religions.  

The coronavirus pandemic is not the only pandemic that our world is suffering. There 

are other systemic forms of ‘pandemics’ afflicting our societies in the way of a failing 

economic system, the breakdown of dialogue in politics, deep-rooted racism that continues 

to rear its ugly head, the denial of human rights.  

Now more than ever, we need a new way of dialogue to break down the high walls of 

division and discrimination. Here is where the rich traditions of religions can inspire us to 

reach out, help us recognize our common calling as a generation of hope instead of hate.  

Arooj: How can we be a sign of hope for the world? The title of this link up is "A Light 

for the World" and today we want to explore this light, from the perspective of friendship 
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and fraternal relations with our brothers and sisters of the different religions that are part of 

the Focolare family. 

 

Roberto: And let’s begin with a video of Chiara Lubich that briefly shows the historical 

stages of these fraternal relationships and the foundation of her experience of dialogue and 

that of the Focolare Movement.  

 

2. TRANSCENDING BOUNDARIES: CHIARA LUBICH AND THE GREAT RELIGIONS 

                                                                           

Caption: When we are in the dark, if someone brings us a light to guide us, it doesn't 

matter if that person is a man or a woman. We are grateful. 

Venerable Ajahn Thong Sirimangalo, Buddhist Master – Chiang Mai, Thailand – 7th 
January 1997 

 

Title: Transcending Boundaries, Chiara Lubich and the great Religions 

 

Caption: Harlem, New York (USA) – 18th May 1997 

Imam W.D Mohammed – Leader, American Society of Muslims (in English): Let me 

tell you something: history is being made here today in Harlem, New York. This idea is 

something that our souls, our human souls are hungering for that; and for that reason I have 

embraced them as my friends 

Chiara Lubich – Founder of the Focolare Movement (Italian): Despite everything and 

almost paradoxically, the world is tending towards unity and therefore towards peace. It’s a 

sign of the times. 

 Caption: Coimbatore (INDIA) – 5th January 2001  

Dr. Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, Chairman, Bharatya Vidhya Bhavan Coimbatore (in 

English): Fortunately, Chiara has shown us the way. Today I understand her religion is only 

love and this is why we can meet and dialogue. Only the person who has experienced God 

can do so. 

Caption: Buenos Aires (ARGENTINA) – 20th April 1998 

Jaime Kopec, B'nai B'rith (in Spanish): I agree exactly with what you were saying in 

front of the menorah. This is a pact, a pact of good will, a pact of faith; it’s a way of looking 

to the future. 

Speaker: Chiara Lubich’s entire life shows her as a woman of dialogue and encounter. 

The first time she perceived the importance of openness to other faiths was in the 1960s, on 

meeting the Bangwa people in Fontem, Cameroon. 
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Chiara Lubich: I understood something new: it was as if God was embracing all of us 

there together. It was then that the idea first came to me that we would have something to 

do with interreligious dialogue, I mean with people of other faiths.1 

Speaker: In 1977, in London, where she was awarded the Templeton Prize for 

Progress in Religion, Chiara felt she received confirmation of what she had perceived in 

Fontem. 

Chiara Lubich: I remember how intently everyone was listening as I spoke of my 

experience, which is also universal; and how, at the end, the first people who came to 

congratulate me were those of other religions, so I began to realise: perhaps our Movement 

is also meant to have fellowship with them.2 

Speaker: There a journey in interreligious dialogue began that brought Chiara to 

speak first to thousands of Buddhists in Japan, and later in Thailand; to Muslims in a Mosque 

in Harlem, New York, to Jews in Argentina and Hindus in the heart of India. 

Chiara Lubich: What links us to them? We are bound together by what’s known as 

the “Golden Rule”. It’s in the Gospel but is found in the sacred texts of almost all other 

religions. It says: “Don’t do to others what you would not have them do to you.” So, treat 

them well, love them. … So I a Christian, love you; you a Muslim, love me, you love someone 

who is Jewish, the Jewish person loves you – this is how a sense of family grows, universal 

fellowship, which is what our Movement builds.”3 

Sikh gentleman (in English): …some books on the Sikh religion… 

Sandeep Verdee, Sikh community, Birmingham, UK (in English): … She transcended 

boundaries. She was able to go beyond the nationalities, cross people at a real human level; 

to uplift everyone spiritually - I think that was her gift 

Chiara Lubich: Our dialogue has its own precise style: it is based on "making ourselves 

one," as we say. This doesn't only mean being open, having esteem and respect for the other 

person. It requires a complete emptying of self in order to be able to understand others. It 

has been written that to know another person’s  religion implies putting yourself in their 

shoes, seeing the world as they see it, grasping what it means for them to be Hindu, Muslim, 

Jewish, Buddhist and so on. 

Speaker: One of the most significant examples of interreligious dialogue is the 

experience that has evolved within the Movement in Algeria since the 1970s. Christians and 

Muslims have travelled together on a path based on the spirituality of unity. 

Caption: Interview by Erik Hendriks – 24th May 2004 

Chiara Lubich:  Dialogue is very fruitful because in dialogue we put ourselves on the 

same level as our partner (...) and we want to get to know them. They speak and as we listen 

                                                           
1 From the interview by Luigi Bizzari – My 20th Century, Rai 3, 2003. 
2 From the interview by Luigi Bizzari – My 20th Century 
3 Ibid. 
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we inculturate ourselves and understand them. We also see how to express our faith in their 

terms. Of course, when our dialogue partner feels all this love, (...) they realise their own 

dignity and also wants to listen, so they ask us to say something and we present our faith 

freely, with the "respectful announcement" the Pope speaks of, that is, a proclamation 

without the aim of winning over or proselytising, but one that respects the other person. But 

all this creates a family (...).4 

Caption: Talk given to the VII Assembly of the World Conference of Religions for 

Peace, Amman (JORDAN) - 29th November 1999 

Chiara Lubich: … The Focolare Movement that I represent has been in existence for 

over fifty years, yet we continuously marvel at how the spiritual path God has marked out 

for us crosses all the other spiritual paths. While maintaining its own identity, this path 

allows us to meet and understand the great religious traditions of humanity.  

Chiara Lubich: … I think our boundary is really to do with being without boundaries. … 

This means being able to give a soul to globalization. … That is why we need a universal 

sense of family everywhere. I feel this is my task, for as long as I live, and it’s the task of our 

Movement. … This is God’s plan for humanity: to be one family with one Father, and to 

achieve it together with everyone else who is working towards this goal.5 

 

3. MESSAGES FROM LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS RELIGIONS – PART 1   

 

Arooj: At the beginning of this month an inter-religious meeting was to be held here 

in Italy, on the occasion of Chiara's centenary. The work was already underway and many of 

you had already booked. However, because of Covid19 we had to find new and creative 

ways to meet and communicate. That is why we asked 8 religious leaders to send us a few 

words, a greeting, as a testimony of the path we have travelled together. All of them 

remember Chiara either because they met her personally or are in contact with the 

spirituality of unity. We will hear from them at different times, and we start with Farouk 

Mesli, a Muslim and Rabbi David Rosen.  

 

Farouk M Mesli, Muslim and Professor at the University of Oran, Algeria (in French): 

My duty is to witness before God and people that Chiara filled our lives and our hearts with 

all that she shared with us. (...) Unity, which is her Ideal and the reason why the Movement 

began, is one of the most precious gifts that can be given to humanity. 

She taught us to build unity and to live it. But, to build it, we must rely on faith and 

know how to overcome religious, cultural or other differences and divisions. 

"To make ourselves one", "To love others as oneself", "To love other people's 

country as one's own", to protect the environment, etc... These are all values that Chiara 

communicated to us and taught us to live. (...) During this period, I felt more than ever the 

                                                           
4 From the interview by Erik Hendriks, 24th May 2004. 
5 From the interview by Luigi Bizzari – My 20th Century, RAI 3, 2003. 
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joy of living Chiara's spirituality which teaches us to sow love in order to create the 

conditions in which human relationships are based and universal fellowship is developed. 

 

Rabbi David Rosen International Director of Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish 

Committee, Jerusalem (in English): I am very grateful for the honour in being able to 

contribute to this event, in memory and in tribute to Chiara Lubich on the centenary of her 

birth. 

We are celebrating this in the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic, and in some way, 

this seems to me to be particularly significant because one of the most dramatic aspects of 

this pandemic, is how much it has illustrated that all humanity is interconnected and perhaps 

even beyond. And as important as this truism is, there is an even more important truism in 

the spiritual interconnectedness of us all. 

 This was something that Chiara understood intuitively and theologically. (…) And 

all of us, who are blessed to be connected with that remarkable opus of her life, are 

thereby blessed accordingly. 

 

4. BE THE LIGHT.  

 

Arooj: We thank the Guang Ming Institute of Performing Arts in Cebu for their 

performance of the song "Be the light", inspired by the prayer of the Venerable Master Hsing 

Yun and composed by Mr Jude Gitamondoc, of which we have heard a part. 

 

 

5. INDIA - SHANTI ASHRAM AND THE FOCOLARE: A LONG FRIENDSHIP  

 

Roberto: Now we go to Coimbatore, India, to meet Dr Vinu Aram, director of the 

Shanti Ashram International Centre. Thanks to her parents she met Chiara Lubich and the 

collaboration between the Focolare Movement and the Shanti Ashram has created a family 

among all that continued for more than twenty years now. Let’s watch. 

 

Caption: Coimbatore (INDIA) 

Kezevino Aram, President of the Shanti Ashram (in English): There are many things 

that Shanti Ashram represents to me; it represents a tribute to the life and work of Mahatma 

Gandhi.  

I think Gandhi he belongs to the people. He lived and worked for the progress of not 

only the people of India but people of the world. He says: even if one person falls humanity 

falls and even if one person rises we all give us a chance to believe that together we can rise. 

Through my parents I saw and understood the value of working this way. I remember 

my mother once saying: every problem is there only to be solved. This aspect, this attribute 

of looking at life as a hopeful journey is something that comes when you're in the middle of 
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problems, but also when prosperity comes; the desire that it may be shared by all.  

I look at this as also a continuation of the commitment of my parents and their 

generation that the commitment to work for a society where everybody can enjoy respect, 

where most can live well, that anybody who has a voice should be heard, and that 

development means development of all.  

And I am extremely happy that we are able to serve about 250000 people today of 

whom 70.000 are children. I am very happy that the best of the Indian spirit and the Indian 

experience is also being shared with the world through the Ashram. 

My mind goes back to the first time I saw the meeting between Chiara and my 

parents. It was at the Vatican. It was a simple encounter. 

Natalia who was head of the interreligious dialogue section of the Focolare 

movement ran up to call my mother and ran down to call my father and Chiara was there. 

So what I saw in that moment, that image was like minded people came together and 

because they were visionaries, because their heart had space for humanity not just for a 

country or a nation or a group of people, they also encouraged people who worked with 

them who were inspired by the way they lived and worked for their hearts to be expanded.  

And that is why for me since 2000, now, there is a certain way that we have worked 

together. We have met. We have heard one another. We have organized programmes 

together. We have solved the most vulnerable in our communities together to these 

concrete projects. Children who live in poverty, families who live in poverty. We have 

encouraged our young people to talk to transcend boundaries, to discover unity beyond 

words, in prayer, in music, in working together.  

Our work together with the Focolare movement is a testimony that when there is 

openness and a common and a shared vision of working for peace and unity in this case, we 

can transcend boundaries. 

But I also feel one area where we have been a great testimony is interfaith dialogue. 

We have not kept it only at the theoretical level of theologians speaking to one another, we 

do that too. We have kept it also at the level of everyday life. We have taken people who are 

consecrated and laypeople like me. We have worked together. So dialogue therefore in our 

case is consistent and faithful because it includes the diversity of life. It includes the richness 

of every human being's presence here. And that is why I think we have survived   and 

thankfully we have a positive message in a positive story to tell the world, that meet and 

meet often, work and work together and build together the peaceful world that you dream 

of. 

 

6. JORDAN – SEEKING WHAT UNITES TO GO BEYOND DIFFERENCES  

 

Arooj: Vinu Aram points out a "method" on how to meet beyond all barriers. But how 

does this encounter and dialogue, happen in everyday life? How does this relationship of 

trust between people of different religions begin? 
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We asked Omar and Lina from Amman in Jordan. They are Muslims, who have been 

married for 17 years and have 3 children. Lina is a teacher and Omar a computer scientist. 

We will also meet Raul and Mitali, from Mumbai, India. They too are married with 

two daughters. With them we will see how dance can also be a powerful instrument for 

mutual understanding between different religious traditions. 

 

(In English) 

Arooj Javed:  You live in Amman and you are Muslim. What does being Muslim mean 

to you? How do you live your faith in your daily life?  

Omar Kailani: I grew up in a committed family with my parents and we received the 

tradition of Islam in the proper way, respect the values of humanity. 

Lina Moumani: I come from a mixed family. I'm half Jordanian and half Slovak. So to 

talk about religions it was actually kind of a base for me, not to look for any differences.  

Omar: my first meeting with the Focolare gave me a good feeling that when I met 

people there no one asked me about my religion or my family, what I do.  

They didn't ask me to change. 

 You are accepted as you are. 

 I work in Caritas and it's a Catholic organization. Christians are a minority in Jordan 

but I was minority in Caritas. One of my colleagues, she came to me and asked me about 

how we are fasting, about Ramadan and she told me: “You know Omar Kailani, the way we 

fast is better than you do”. So I told her: “How come?”  

I have all the time these dialogues about comparing Christianity and Islam and we 

always say that it's not about comparing; we should focus on the core value of each religion, 

which came from the same God.  

Lina: Since the quarantine, which is almost eight or nine weeks ago, we've been 

having weekly meetings with the Focolare movement in Jordan.  

One of the meetings included one statement for Chiara that was talking about how 

do we deal with others during hard times. And it was like it was written during this very hard 

time of the COVID-19 crisis. So we're moving to bigger concepts that exceed time that 

exceed the place and they help you in your life.  

Arooj: How do you imagine a united world? And what does that mean to you? What 

would you like to leave for the future generations and teach your children about it?  

Omar: When we teach our kids or give them the values, how to behave or the way 

they should build their relation with their friends, we always say that you should look on the 

ethics at first regardless what it’s their religion.  

Lina: we tend to invite their friends for Ramadan Iftar regardless their religion, and 

they tend to share our experiences; we go for them.  

Omar: Maybe in Jordan we most of us…, the majority of the population are Muslims. 

But you know the world is not like that. Muslims may be consisting 25% of the world 

population. So I think we are investing in them so when they grow up they will be ready to 
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accept others and maybe merge with other cultures, other nationalities. 

Lina: What will make peace much stronger in this world it’s not trying to make 

everyone the same, not trying to make people convert or make them have the same beliefs. 

No it's to learn how to deal with each other.  

 So I guess in a peaceful world is where we do understand that everyone is equal and 

we always have the right to be whatever we are and not to harm others. 

Arooj: Thanks very much Omar and Lina. It's been such a pleasure to talk to you both. 

Wish you all the best.  

Lina: Stay safe.  

Omar (in Arabic): Eid Mubarak,  

Lina: Thank you everyone.  

 

7. INDIA - RAUL AND MITALI – DANCING FOR UNITY 

 

(In English) 

 Caption: Mumbai (INDIA) 

Mitali D’Souza: I am an Odissi dancer and Raul is a Bharatnatyam dancer 

Raul D’Souza: So coming together, being married it is not easy because two different 

styles and everything. But it was an opportunity for unity. 

Professionally I also dance with other lead dancers, and I do the lead role of Krishna, 

which is the Indian God Head. So as a Christian doing Krishna is a unique opportunity to 

reach out to people from other communities, other walks of life, the Hindus as well as from 

other faiths.  

Mitali: Through our dance we try to educate the people.  

Raul: Mitali also has a dance school where she has over 30-35 students. They are 

from different walks of life, of different religious backgrounds.  

Mitali: I have students from age 6 to 80.  Encouraging the teenagers, introspecting 

about their uniqueness, how they can get it out through dance. And the same also with the 

senior citizens. Dance shouldn’t be an obstacle for anybody. 

Raul: We also have had the blessings of two lovely children, two daughters, who also 

dance together with us. So now we have the opportunity of presenting as a family. That also 

has inspired other families.  

And especially through, during this Covid 19 situation, these months, many of our 

friends have had domestic challenges. This has helped us really to advise them, to be there 

for them, to listen to them, to help them financially also.  

 

 

8. MESSAGES FROM LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS RELIGIONS – PART 2 

 

Rev. Kosho Niwano, Buddhist, President-designate Rissho Kosei-kai – Tokyo (in 
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English): Dear all my friends of Focolare, I am so happy to be with you today.  

Focolare and Rissho Kosei-kai have been fostering the friendship over 50 years from 

the times of Chiara and my grandfather. 

During my stay in Rome for 7 years since 1995, I was looking forward to participating 

in the “Collegamento” in Rocca di Papa every month, and sometimes in Luminosa in New 

York, very early morning. I still remember vividly. I am so pleased to be invited to this 

worldwide family gathering, from Japan today. 

I take this opportunity to deepen our long-standing friendship, despite the division 

taking place in the various parts of the world due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Today I would like to share with you my prayer I offered at the International 

Interfaith Prayer on the April 1st  

Amid the crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic, we Buddhists stand in solidarity with 

friends of faiths around the world. We reflect ourselves and offer our prayers to the people 

who are infected, who we hope will recover; who are dedicating themselves to protecting 

life; and whose minds have been seized by fear, irritation, or intolerance.  

The Eternal Buddha, whom we sincerely revere, 

Please unite us in nurturing our courage, and being in Buddha’s compassion. 

(In Japanese) Namu Myo Ho Renge Kyo 

 

Laila Muhammad, Muslim, daughter of Imam W.D. Mohammed - New Jersey (in 

English): When we think of Lady Chiara we think of the wonderful pact between her and my 

father Imam WD Mohammed. 

I first became connected with lady Chiara when she pierced my heart with just simple 

things like saying how many times love was mentioned in the Koran; it resonated with me 

and I never forget that it was in Washington DC when she spoke these words. 

Over the years I've met many Focolari and become connected with the Focolare 

movement; and I pray that our connection - that began with the two spiritual leaders coming 

together with a spiritual bond - I pray that we continue this pact, this relationship. 

 

Caption: Vatican City 

Card. Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot President Pontifical Council for Interreligious 

Dialogue: Chiara Lubich is known to all for her tireless work in enabling fellowship, fraternity 

and peace among people of different churches, among the faithful of many religions and 

also among those who do not identify with a religious belief. (…) 

I am sure that Chiara would have shared and made her own the theme of fraternity 

that Pope Francis has placed at the centre of inter-religious dialogue, both in the document 

on human fraternity of 4th February, 2019, and also on 14th May this year, when a day of 

prayer, fasting and works of mercy was held in which so many people took part.  
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9. ITALY – SOPHIA UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE: WHERE DIALOGUE IS STUDY AND LIFE 

  

Lawrence (in English): And now let us go over to Loppiano, the little town of the 

Focolare Movement in Italy, where Sophia University Institute is based. Loppiano, we can 

say, has a very unique DNA as an innovative, global town that has been incubating new 

concepts of dialogue and unity”.  

 

Caption: Incisa in Val d’Arno (ITALY) 

Speaker: The Sophia University Institute, founded by Chiara Lubich in 2007, brings 

onto an academic level the experience of the dialogue of life born from her charism.  

It’s an ongoing workshop for dialogue that is interdisciplinary, intercultural and 

interreligious. 

Hiromasa Tanaka – Japan, PhD student – Sophia University Institute: I am Hiro, from 

Japan, I’m a Buddhist and I study Philosophy. I’m a PhD student doing research on Trinitarian 

Ontology in comparison with Mahayana Buddhism, to contribute to a culture of encounter 

especially between different religions.  

Being here gives me a fundamentally important insight into interreligious dialogue.  

It helps me change the way I think and helps me to think of and do concrete acts of 

love for others. For me it is like a key and a light to understand and live in relationship with 

people of different faiths. 

Speaker: Experiencing dialogue between people of different religions; studying 

dialogue as a subject in itself, and discovering, through academic research, new pathways 

for solidarity between people of different beliefs. 

Prof. Giuseppe Argiolas, Principal of the Sophia University Institute (in Italian): Sophia 

is a university founded on dialogue and, therefore, its work, its thinking and its action is 

guided at all levels by the logic of dialogue.  

Perhaps this is the reason why so many students of different religions (...) come here 

to study not only interreligious dialogue (...) but also other disciplines: Politics, Economics, 

Education, and Sociology. They want to have a dialogical experience.  

This experience is possible also thanks to our (...) active collaboration with academic 

institutions of other religions, such as those linked to the Gandhian world, or to various 

expressions of Buddhism or of Islam, and also the Jewish world. This collaboration is not only 

active and effective but builds genuine friendship. 

 

Lawrence (in English): What becomes clear is this new type of study at Sophia comes 

from living a new lifestyle within the student community. And here with us now is Amine 

Sahnouni from Algeria. Amine, you are a Muslim; you have a degree in sociology. You are 

now in the first year of your master's degree in political science. How has been your 

experience here? 

Mohammed Sahnouni – Algeria – Master’s Student – Sophia University Institute: The 
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meeting between different cultures and religions in an experience like that of Sophia has 

strengthened me spiritually and intellectually. I’d say that Sophia is a school of life, wisdom 

and love.  

As a Muslim I sometimes miss prayer in the mosque, hearing the call of the muezzin 

(...) I always pray in my room and I feel the presence of God with me. 

The family atmosphere here in Sophia and the relationship between students and 

lecturers made me always feel at home.  

And I am really happy to say that this is the path that Allah, God, has chosen for me.  

 

Lawrence (in English): Thank you for sharing your path with us Amine.  Hey Arooj, you 

shared with me before how incredible Sophia has been for you, can you share with everyone 

here?  

Arooj Javed, Student – Graduate – Sophia University Institute (in English): I come 

from Pakistan from a Christian family. But things are not always easy in Pakistan between 

Christians and Muslims. So sharing my room with an Indian girl from a Muslim background 

was... I thought it would be impossible. But because at Sophia we study this thought of 

creating a united world, I thought let's try it, let's give it a go.  I realized that most of the 

things that we never do are just because just out of fear. 

I can tell you we were more than friends, we were more than sisters, because I think 

we know and we love each other beyond our differences. We love each other as for we are. 

Lawrence (in English): That’s really incredible, thank you. 

 

 

10. THAILAND - BEER: LOVING OTHERS AS OURSELVES  

 

Roberto: By now the friendship that binds us with many friends of different faiths has 

been going on for many years. We have joined some of them. In Chiang Rai, in northern 

Thailand, there’s Somjit Suwanmaneegul, whom many of us know as Beer. Beer is a Buddhist 

and we have known each other since 1988. 

Then we’ll go to Man, in the Ivory Coast to learn something about the story of Bintou 

Konaté, a Muslim. For her too, the ideal of unity has been a cornerstone of her life for years. 

 

Caption: Rome, Italy – 31st March 1990 

Somjit Suwanmaneegul – Beer, a Buddhist – Thailand (in Thai): The ideal of a united 

world is now widespread even in the 'golden triangle' of northern Thailand where I come 

from. A couple of years ago I met young people of the Focolare in my village. I was so caught 

up in the atmosphere of love and unity among them that I didn't even notice that they were 

Catholics and I was Buddhist. [...] I experienced that we are truly brothers and sisters and 

that we can be 'one' in the spirit of love and self-giving. 

Beer (in Italian):  At that time I didn't really understand because I didn't know much 
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Italian, but Chiara herself came to me immediately after I knelt in front of the Pope. That 

scene is certainly unforgettable and is historic for me too. 

 ... To be a Buddhist means living Buddha's teachings in the little things, in everyday 

life. So it's simple, it's not something philosophical. It's practical.  

... Because often people think that Buddhists only like to pray; I do pray though; 

behind me there is always an altar, as you can see. 

 Roberto: How can you be a Buddhist and at the same time follow Chiara's Ideal of 

Unity? Have you ever experienced any inner conflict, doubts or confusion?  

Beer (in Italian):  There were more difficulties, doubts and conflicts with my Buddhist 

friends who thought I had converted, that I was a traitor, that I was no longer a Buddhist. 

But I don't have any conflicts with Chiara's spirituality because my relationship with her was 

like with a mother. 

Roberto: You told us you work as a tour guide and that takes you away from home 

for days, even weeks.  

Beer (in Italian):  It is not very easy to live well in this kind of work. I mostly 

accompany young people or couples on their honeymoon. Most of them are young people 

who come to visit Thailand  and want to do anything, anything at all; sometimes even in the 

drug or sex business because there are groups of tourists who come to Thailand just for that 

reason.  

Of course the supernatural relationship I have with my family, my wife and daughters 

is always very important. It helps me to do things in the right way. In fact, always out of love. 

Also my friends who live the same Ideal, the focolarini, help me to be very careful in deciding 

where to accompany the tourists. 

Roberto: What has it meant for you to know Chiara Lubich, and the spirituality of the 

Focolare Movement in your daily life?  

Beer (in Italian):  I have learned to be open, to open up fully, to get to know others 

without asking questions, without worrying, only to love others as myself. 

Roberto: Thank you Beer for these special moments of sharing. Please say hello to 

Chintana and your two daughters. 

[An exchange of goodbyes in Thai] 

 

 

11. IVORY COAST - BINTOU KONATE: INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE AND HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT  

 
Caption: Man (IVORY COAST) 

Bintou Konaté (in French): I'm Bintou Konaté, but they call me Mama Bintou. I'm a 

widow; I lost my husband in 1976. I have four children and I'm a practicing Muslim. 

Speaker: Bintou lives in Man, a city of 200,000 inhabitants in the West of the Ivory 

Coast. In 1998 Bintou met some focolarine. They became friends and gradually the bond 
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between them grew stronger... 

Bintou (in French): I was sad, but I soon made friends with the focolarine and 

stopped thinking about being a widow. The spirituality of the Movement helped me 

understand how to live in a local community, how to live with other religions, it really helped 

me. 

Hou Loh Flan Colette (in French): In our Movement there are no barriers; whether 

you are Muslim, a Christian or you don't pray at all, everyone is on the same level. This is 

how we think of her: she is Muslim but she is our sister. 

Speaker: One of the focolarine that Bintou met was a nurse. Talking with her, the 

idea came about to set up a centre to help malnourished children. 

Bintou (in French): On one occasion, she said, "Did you see the children's legs? They 

need treatment, it’s a disease... they're not the right shape.” So we did all we could together 

with a few volunteers who helped us take care of those malnourished children. It wasn't 

easy at first, but two children got well. When the parents saw this, they all came with their 

children. 

So we accepted those children, whoever they were. Some were malnourished, some 

were healthy and there were some children whose parents only needed advice to avoid 

malnutrition. 

Speaker: Since opening its doors in 1998, the Supplementary Nutrition Centre has 

helped over 25,000 undernourished and malnourished children; it has taught parents to 

prepare balanced meals using local foods and has promoted breastfeeding.  

Bintou is the only person of Muslim faith to work as a volunteer in the Centre and at 

first her relationship with the Christian community caused some concern. 

Bintou (in French): It wasn't easy at first. People thought I was changing my religion. 

But then they noticed that I was motivated to go to the mosque, more than before, so they 

asked me: "What is your secret? I told them, "My parents are Muslims, I was born a Muslim. 

This unity that I am doing is something different, but I have realised that we are worshipping 

the same God. 

 

 

12. MESSAGES FROM LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS RELIGIONS – PART 3   

 

Ven. Phra Maha Thongrattana Thavorn, Buddhist monk, Bangkok (in Thai): Hello, 

greetings to all the children of Chiara and to the whole Movement, to you who have 

received the Ideal and the light from Mamma Chiara. At this time there is a pandemic. I am 

Chiara's son in the Buddhist tradition and I tell you clearly that we must have awareness and 

wisdom. Against the current of the world, awareness is like a dam that must be sealed 

definitively with wisdom. (…) 

And the Covid virus won't hurt us if we follow the social rules. We, being Chiara's 

children, must understand the social rules that are given to us at this time and put them into 
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practice. I greet you all. 

 

Njendem Joseph, Fon of Fonjumetaw, Cameroon (in English): Mamma Chiara, 

together with her Focolare companions, uplifted the Bangwa people from ignorance, social 

and spiritual poverty, and sickness, through education, infrastructure, and religious 

development.  

Mamma Chiara, I and my traditional colleague, signed a Solemn Pact of Mutual love 

on behalf of the Bangwa people and the focolare movement, on 11May 2000, during her last 

visit to Bangwa land. (…) 

The Pact of Reciprocal love of May 2000 is today the bedrock of our on-going New 

Evangelisation Program. (…) 

Nevertheless, since 2016, till this moment in time, our region is experiencing a 

political and civil strife, with great loss of life and property. We thank you for your constant 

prayers, for reconciliation and peace. We are convinced that the spirituality of unity that 

Mafua Ndem Chiara Lubich and the Focolare Movement brought to our area, will help peace 

to return soon. 

 

Ven. Miao Jing, Buddhist, Head Abbess of Fo Guang Shan Mabuhay Temple, Manila 

(in English): On behalf of Venerable Master Hsing Yun, our 93 years old founder of Fo Guang 

Shan Monastery and Venerable Yung Guang, our Head Abbess, we pray together to honour 

the beautiful heart of late Sister Chiara at her centenary memorial birthday this year of 2020. 

To our Focolare family, we are grateful that you have welcomed us. We join hands in hands 

in interfaith dialogues and visiting each other. Fo Guang Shan has treasured the opportunity 

to share our practice of Three Acts of Goodness: do good things, speak good words and think 

good thoughts during Genfest 2018 with youth around the world. 

 

Most Venerable Guo Huei, Abbot President of Dharma Drum Mountain, Taiwan (in 

Mandarin): I believe that the current epidemic - I speak as a representative of a Buddhist 

community – is meaningful for the whole of humanity. For friends who do not believe in life 

after death we sincerely wish that they may find the path of peace. For those who are ill we 

trust that they may be well cared for and restored to health as soon as possible. Since we are 

dealing with a worldwide phenomenon each of us is responsible for working together With 

“the Buddha’s heart”, with mutual trust So that the epidemic can end as soon as possible. … 

According to Buddhism as our holy founder said in addition to practical support, great help is 

found in prayer, in peace of mind. And with peace of mind we can take care of ourselves and 

take care of others because if we are healthy we will not spread the virus.  So together our 

religions can encourage and console the people who are suffering in the world and pray that 

there will be no more infections and catastrophes. And where there are material needs, we 

can help as much as possible. We pray that humanity the world over can return to normal 

life as soon as possible. Thank you.  
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13. AFGHANISTAN AND ITALY - SHER KHAN: BUILDING BLOCK OF A UNITED WORLD  

 

 Arooj: The coronavirus has affected all of us and is still taking thousands of lives. 

Every life has a story and is as priceless as Sher Khan's. Sher Khan was Muslim who came to 

Italy from Afghanistan. His passing has left an important legacy and many friends. Now we 

meet two of them. Javed, a young Muslim from Pakistan and Marta, who is Italian. 

 

             Arooj (in English): Welcome Javed and Marta, we're so happy to have you with us. 

Sher Khan has been a friend, a brother to you. How did you get to know him? 

 Caption: Florence (ITALY) 

 Javed Hussain (in English):  When I came to Italy before, I was living with other 

Pakistani students. Later on I transferred to Matteo’s, who is a member of this Movement, 

Movimento dei Focolari. So after that in 1° May, he invited me to Loppiano where Sher 

Khan was also invited. So I found him like a brother.  

 Marta Murtas: I too met Sher Khan on the way to Loppiano; I travelled from Turin 

with that wonderful group. When we met again he was very happy to see me and looking 

at me he said: "I'm going to a meeting of the Muslims in Rome, will you come too? I was a 

bit surprised and said: "but Sher Khan, I'm not a Muslim". He looked at me in disbelief and 

said, "But neither is Enzo". Enzo is a focolarino with whom he had a very special 

relationship. That answer left me speechless. So I accepted the invitation.  

 I was a little awkward because of cultural differences and a little bit of prejudice. We 

started out practically as acquaintances, as strangers, but by the time we came back I had 

already become "sister", and it was Sher Khan who called me that first. Sister, because he 

had a strong sense of family. For him, his friends were his family. He was prepared to do 

anything for them. 

 From that point on, the relationship continued, and it became stronger. It was easy 

and natural for us to invite our friends to our meetings, to the dinners. I can’t say who was 

his closest friend because each one was unique, precious and special. He was able to find 

goodness in everyone and it wasn’t because he was naive, but because he had been 

through so much in life.  

 Then two years ago, when he had a serious illness, nothing changed... we couldn't 

believe that he still wanted to keep on sharing, to invite us, to be together with others and 

help people. 

 We felt that his slow recovery seemed to have brought him out of suffering. But 

then instead the coronavirus arrived and in a few days it took him away from us. We 

certainly felt a great emptiness and great sadness. But our gratitude, and all that Sher 

Khan’s life has given us is greater. 

 Arooj (in English): Thank you so much Marta and Javed for sharing this with us. He 

strongly believed in brotherhood and unity among all of us. How do you think that his 

legacy will continue and how can we live what he wanted? 
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 Javed (in English): When we heard this news that Sher Kahn died in hospital… to be 

honest, for me it was very difficult time, you know; you're far from family and then… but 

we saw another picture that was really very ideal picture of how a family reacts. So there 

we saw Christians, Muslims, believer, non-believer, together we celebrated his mourning. It 

was really a very important experiment for me. I believe that Sher Khan will be 

remembered as a building block of this united world. 

 Marta (in Italian): I would say that with Sher Khan we really experienced being a 

family, with him and among us. After this experience, there can be no going back. I'm 

convinced that this is only the beginning.  

 Arooj (in English): Thank you very much, Javed and Marta. We are so happy that you 

shared this with us, and we stand together with you in this painful moment. Thank you. 

 Javed: Thanks, Arooj. 

 

 

14. ARGENTINA – THREE WOMEN, THREE RELIGIONS, ONE FRIENDSHIP 

 

 Arooj: We can't go back, as Marta said, about the friendship with Sher Khan. We 

must continue on this journey and build it day by day. Like him, we can create relationships 

of mutual love that go beyond our different religions and beliefs. And this brings us to our 

next story: it is the story of three Argentinean women. Roberto, can you tell us something 

more?   

 Roberto: Yes. Now we'll meet Silvina, Nancy and Cecilia, three friends. One is 

Jewish, one Muslim and one Catholic. It's unusual to come across friendships like this. 

Silvina is a rabbi from a Jewish community in Buenos Aires, Nancy, a Muslim, runs a centre 

for interreligious dialogue and Cecilia is a member of the Focolare. Let's meet them. 

 

 (In Spanish) 

 Roberto Signor: Hi, how are you?  

 Silvina, Nancy e Cecilia: Hello! 

 Roberto: Can you tell us how you met? 

 Silvina Chemen. Buenos Aires, Argentina: I met Ceci and Nancy because when you 

decide to set out on the path of dialogue, you meet amazing people, like the two of them, 

and you decide to continue on the path of life together. 

 Nancy Falcon. Buenos Aires, Argentina: Just as Silvina said, our paths met through 

our work, teaching. Then we became good friends, and now, with Silvina and Cecilia, we 

have become the “three musketeers”. 

 Roberto: So how did this relationship come about which at this point goes beyond 

interreligious dialogue and has become a sisterly relationship, one of friendship and 

fellowship among you?  

 Silvina: Once you have begun this kind of journey, you realize that you are 
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incomplete without others. So, for example, when we learned that the Jewish feast of 

Pesach, the Jewish Passover, coincided with Christian Easter, and coincided one year for 

example with the AlIsra’ walMi’raj6 of the Muslim world; of course we all gathered for a 

meal to celebrate these feasts together. And not just the three of us on our own but 

together with our families and communities. 

 Nancy: I agree 100% with what you're saying, Silvi. A hundred per cent. It is not just 

a theoretical or theological dialogue where each person explains their faith to the others, 

but understanding that we’re a family. In our Islamic community we are also experiencing 

difficult moments in general. Many refugees have arrived in Argentina and we feel very 

much supported by Silvina and Ceci’s communities, not in an academic or theoretical 

interreligious encounter but truly as a family and as friends. And it is not   by chance that 

we are three women because I believe that we also have a greater capacity to establish 

friendships and to commit ourselves much more to our communities. We are doing it as 

mothers, with all our hearts and I think this too has created a good combination in our 

friendship. 

 Cecilia Blanco, Buenos Aires, Argentina:  I can say that I have learned that we can 

share not only external things but spiritual ones too. There are two very beautiful 

experiences that we have been sharing together for several years now. One is called 

Shabaton in which we spend two and a half or three days at the permanent Mariapolis each 

celebrating the faith of the others, because it is in our own prayers and experiences that we 

find the faith of the others. Another wonderful experience is called Shared Readings in 

which, on some occasions, we sit down with Nancy to read our sacred texts, to understand 

and reflect on them with the sensitivity and   the others. We ask questions or clarify things, 

entering into the scriptures so that they are clear to us as people who want to embrace the 

whole of humanity.  

 Silvina:  We want to tell you this because ours is a country of immigrants, and 

interreligious dialogue is building a healthy citizenship and a strong democracy. These 

forms of dialogue, which everyone should engage in, must find their place. It also has to do 

with the education of children. Our children, the children of the three of us, and Cecy's 

grandchildren, are all imbued with this bond of fellowship in which the three of us already 

say: I no longer know how to live without the others.  

 Nancy: There is a very clear concept in the Islamic tradition about destiny: nothing 

happens by chance. I think that the meeting between the three of us has to do with a 

process that each of us has travelled in our own context and that, at a certain point, had to 

open up in order to be together. Just as Silvi says and as you say: it’s for posterity, it is for 

those who come after us. Because this is the path of peace that has always been built not 

alone but with others... 

 Roberto: Thank you very much, Silvina, Nancy and Cecilia for having shared with us 

your relationship of friendship, sisterhood and solidarity which is certainly a very precious 

                                                           
6 The night journey and ascension of the prophet 
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witness today. 

 Silvina, Cecilia and Nancy: Thank you. Thank you. Love to all.  

 

 

15. IN DIALOGUE WITH MARIA VOCE (EMMAUS) AND  JESÚS MORÁN 

 

 Roberto Signor: Hello Emmaus, hello Jesús, welcome! 

 Jesús: Ciao. 

 Emmaus: Ciao. 

 Roberto: Hearing about these experiences of solidarity and fellowship gives us great 

hope in these difficult times.… 

 Jesús: Sure! 

 Emmaus: Truly! 

 Lawrence (in English): Emmaus, we live in a time of multiple crises: covid19, 

economic inequality, geopolitical conflict, environmental degradation, and racial 

discrimination. Now we have just heard these series of experiences and stories that reveal 

to us the innovative approach of Chiara to interreligious dialogue, is Chiara’s method 

relevant today? 

 Maria Voce (Emmaus), President of the Focolare Movement: I think it is more 

relevant today than ever! Why is that? Because we see that this dialogue was a true 

prophecy of Chiara’s, one that is now gradually being fulfilled as a concrete response to the 

needs of humanity. 

 The charism gave Chiara God's view of humanity and history. … So Chiara met each 

person seeing them and treating them as a child of God. Then each person, each and every 

one, when Chiara approached them in this way, met [...] the loving gaze of the Father and 

discovered they could consider themselves as a son or daughter. They discovered the 

wonderful reality of seeing one another as brothers and sisters and of witnessing that it’s 

possible to be one family. 

 So what's the situation today? Today we are in a dramatic situation - as you said -, a 

situation where there is confusion, fear, and the temptation to do nothing. So what 

remains for human beings who, during the time of pandemic and total lockdown, have 

been faced with not being able to decide what they want or what they can do, and 

therefore not being able to decide their own destiny? Only God remains, and God is the 

only reality that can give the answers we seek. What remains is the need to seek those 

answers in the light of God's love. 

 That is why humanity is turning to God with hope today. We’ve seen a great revival 

in looking to what is transcendent. We saw it again in the collective response to the day of 

prayer on 14 May where believers of all religions were invited. They all prayed together, 

they all shared in this desire, in this need for prayer, to ask, to call on God for the end every 

kind of pandemic, not only the Covid pandemic, but all the pandemics that still exist in the 
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world. 

  We have seen how much this has given hope and comfort; it has given new faith in 

God's love; people have rediscovered the need for God and rediscovered that they can find 

Him and call Him "Father". This was a powerful thing; many people said that in this prayer, 

they felt a union with God that they had never felt before; and they found hope and trust in 

his love. 

 A little girl with her pure and simple faith said: "Dear God, kill and defeat the virus, 

you can do it". She was sure this could happen. 

 We’ve seen there is this new atmosphere in humanity today; what is it calling for? 

It’s calling for the love of a Father and asks that we recognize each other as brothers and 

sisters, it calls for fraternity. 

 Now I believe that never as much as in these times has the world has been open to 

understanding Chiara’s prophecy and putting it into practice. 

 Of course it's not easy! It wasn't easy before to have the courage to say these 

things, and it's not easy now, [...] that we are bombarded through the media with messages 

of fear, anguish, closure and caution. At the same time we are bombarded with images that 

we never thought we would see today, of events, of terrible incidents’ we’re seeing them in 

our own day. In the midst of this it takes courage to say: "We are all brothers and sisters", it 

takes courage to say: "We have a Father". 

 So where do we get this courage from? Where did Chiara get it from? [...] From the 

charism. We have the same charism as Chiara, a charism that is emerging in a powerful way 

n her centenary year that we are celebrating. 

 ... We need to find the courage; ... Chiara continues urging us even today saying: go 

to everyone, all of them are children of God, go to everyone, love everyone, and convince 

everyone that they are all children of God. If they want to stay with us as children of God, 

together we can make a new world, a world in which God's love truly overflows onto 

humanity, in which there can be true relationships of fraternity, relationships of mutual 

love: a different world. 

 … And I hope that from now on there will be a wave of love in the world! 

 Lawrence (In English): Thank you, Emmaus, thank you! 

 Arooj: Thanks, Emmaus! 

 Emmaus: Thank you both. 

 Roberto: Thanks for this encouragement, Emmaus. 

 

 Arooj: Jesús, on June 20th the young people will launch the new "Pathway" with the 

slogan "#daretocare". Can you tell us more about it so that it does not remain just as one of 

many slogans? 

 Jesús Morán, Co-President of the Focolare Movement: In this time of deep 

humanitarian crisis - as Emmaus said -, because of the Coronavirus, we see that a new 

vision is emerging, the need for a new way of acting, of living, a sort of new ethical agenda, 
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as some experts say. And in this context, one category is taking the lead and becoming the 

central category, and it is precisely the category of care, responsibility, care for others, for 

society and for the planet. 

 Caring is a category that is very broad, beautiful and varied. The ethics of caring has 

to do with the dignity of the person, this is fundamental, it is the very heart of caring; it is 

not an introspective, private thing. On the contrary, care has a marked political vocation 

and a strong planetary dimension, even if it does not forget the local, because it’s at the 

local level that we take care of others, it’s precisely in personal relationships, in society, in 

the locality. But this planetary dimension is important. 

 Pope Francis spoke about it - as we know - on 24th May when we commemorated 

the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’. Chiara Lubich - if you remember - defined politics as 

'the love of loves'. Today, there is a need - as Emmaus said very well - for this type of love, 

and the category of care expresses it well, it is precisely a condensed form of this love that 

we are talking about. 

 But you have to dare, to be bold, that's the main thing. 

 So the idea of the youth of the Focolare Movement is to put care at the centre of 

politics and of our life as citizens. During this year we want to develop and deepen this idea 

around five main themes: listening; dialogue and communication; equality; fraternity and 

the common good; participation and care for the planet. And how will we do it? By 

following the typical Pathway methodology: learning, acting and sharing. 

 As you said, the official launch of the Pathway "#daretocare" will be on 20th June, at 

2 pm Italian time, with a worldwide online event, which we hope will be the right moment 

to launch this great idea. 

 Roberto: So courage and daring 

 Jesús: Yes. 

 Roberto: Thanks again, Emmaus! Thank you Jesús. 

 Emmaus: Thanks to all of you. 

  

 Roberto: And thanks to all who have contributed and given their testimony of true 

fraternity and unity in this edition of the CH Conference call. 

 And we say goodbye to all of you by inviting you to watch the trailer for the next 

Pathway: #daretocare, which Jesús has just told us about. And we invite you to follow the 

channels of the United World Project to know how to connect and participate in its launch 

on June 20th.  

 Arooj: … Let us keep going, knowing that, today more than ever, we must be active 

instruments of peace and dialogue. 

 Lawrence (in English): Yes, as Martin Luther King once said “The ultimate tragedy is 

not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people, but the silence over that, by the good 

people”. So, as you said, Arooj, we have to take action. Thank you to you both! Let’s see the 

#daretocare spot. 
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16. TRAILER FOR THE  #DARETOCARE PATHWAY 
 
Care. 

From the youngest to the oldest,   

We’ve given care and we’ve received it.    

COVID-19 has shown us just how much we’ve needed it. 

How much care matters.  

How much it brings us together.   

Now, we have an opportunity to change things. 

An opportunity to put care at the centre of that change. 

At the centre of our day-to-day interactions. 

At the centre of our communities. 

At the centre of our politics. 

At the centre of our global citizenship. 

A world which cares more. 

Will be a world more united. 

Join our campaign. 

Join our pathway. 

Together, let’s “dare to care”. 

 


