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CONFERENCE CALL CH – 28th March 2020 

 

 

An interconnected family 
Contributing to interdependence based on fraternity 

 

 

 

1. CORONAVIRUS – A CRISIS THAT CALLS FOR  A NEW COMMITMENT TO BUILD ONE FAMILY 

The testimony of those who are on the front lines and those who stay at home, many ways 

of living for others. 

 

2. CORONAVIRUS - WORK, STUDY, RELATIONSHIPS, SOLIDARITY: HOW OUR DAYS HAVE 

CHANGED 

The testimony of those who face social challenges by rediscovering the potential of the 

Internet. Some initiatives to support those who are alone or in situations of poverty.  

 

3. CORONAVIRUS – DISTANT BUT UNITED 

Support actions, mutual help, prayer and sharing generated by the Focolare communities 

all over the world.  

 

4. CONGO – IT’S  POSSIBLE TO BEAT AN EPIDEMIC  

Testimony from Congo after difficult months of fighting the Ebola virus. 

 
5. SYRIA - A VOICE OF HOPE AFTER 10 YEARS OF WAR 

Interview with Francesco Tortorella, responsible for the international cooperation 
projects undertaken by AMU (Action for a United World), who returned recently from 
Syria.  
 

6. FOCUS - THE WORLD WILL NO LONGER BE  THE SAME: WHAT CAN HELP TO MAKE IT BETTER? 

Dialogue with Vincenzo Buonomo, Rector of the Pontifical Lateran University; Luigino 

Bruni, economist; Amy Uelmen, lawyer. 

 

7. CHIARA LUBICH: CAST ALL OUR WORRIES ON THE FATHER 

A text by the Focolare founder, written over 30 years ago, that seems to be incredibly 

relevant. From the Conference Call CH - Mollens, 26th March 1987: “Cast all worries on the 

Father.” 

 
8. MARIA VOCE (EMMAUS): NOW IS THE TIME 

“Love is the only weapon to transform the world. Love is already spreading.” The invitation 

of the President to the Focolare family to continue in their shared commitment to live for 

unity and fraternity. Also in view of the action “In time for peace” initiative. 

mailto:collegamentoch@focolare.org
http://collegamentoch.focolare.org/
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1. CORONAVIRUS - A CRISIS THAT CALLS FOR  A NEW COMMITMENT TO BUILD ONE FAMILY 

 

Music and captions: 
 Coronavirus – Some are on the front line and some stay at home: there are many ways of 

living for others  
 Will the Epidemic end? – Testimony from Congo that defeated Ebola 

 Syria – a voice of hope after 10 years of war 
 Global challenges asking us: 

 To live for others in a heroic way 
 To live in the present 

 Giving voice to hope 

CH special edition 

 

 Stefania Tanesini, CH Conference Call Editorial team: Hello, everyone, and welcome to the 
link up. 

 Greetings to all of you who are following us through the website and on the Facebook 
pages. 

 You can already see from your screens that I'm talking to you from home like everybody 
else. We’re living in extraordinary times, it’s something that’s  never happened before and it 

obliges us to review our lives.  
 The Coronavirus has caused a crisis in the things we felt sure about, our habits, 

relationships, the way we live, the economy; it has caused a worldwide pandemic with thousands 
of deaths. But we are also witnessing an outpouring of heroic gestures. Just think of the 

frontliners: doctors and nurses, those who manage public order, the people keeping the 
supermarkets open, those who are working even with very high level of risk and letting us get on 

with our lives. 
 When the link up editorial team saw the worsening of the situation, we set aside the 

reports we had prepared. Of course you can watch some of them on the Collegamento CH 
website, on focolare.org and on social networks in the coming days, such as the report of the 

recent meeting of bishops friends of the Focolare Movement. 
 We could not move around, we could not travel, so we thought we would ask for your 

contributions. The response has been amazing. We received so many stories, so many experiences 
about how a great number of us around the world are trying to live this situation. 

 For reasons of time we’ve only put some of these stories in the link up, but here too you 
will find the rest on social media and the website. Please keep sending them to us! 

 So let's start our journey. The first part will be about the experiences many of us are having 
at this time of Covid19; but the Coronavirus is certainly not the only crisis humanity is going 

through. We wanted not to lose sight of at least two of them: the conflict in Syria and the situation 
in Congo with the Ebola virus emergency in North Kivu.  

 Then we will connect with Amy Uelmen, Vincenzo Bonomo and Luigino Bruni, who will give 
us a reflection on what we’re experiencing. 

 Then we’ll listen to Chiara in an audio Link up and we have enriched it with some pictures. 
This Linkup is from March 26, 1987, but we feel that it’s extraordinarily relevant. 

 Then we will conclude with Emmaus, she will be linked up at her home. 
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 Stefania: So let's start with your stories and start from Italy.  
 

 Rosalba Poli, nuerologist, Co-responsible of the Focolare in Italy – Rome, Italy: I’m here at 
work just like every day, although these days I am staying longer because together with the 

directors of health care, all the staff and the men and women religious, we are trying to prepare 
an emergency plan to deal with the coronavirus and respond to the needs of the very vulnerable 

people who are resident here.  
 Of course these are special times for everyone and also for our whole Focolare family in 

Italy. What we can certainly do is love.  
 The very difficult and painful times we have found ourselves living in, because perhaps we 

have lost some relatives, have been illuminated by a greater light that is actually the light of Jesus 
among all of us, which we are sure has also reached them and accompanied them.  

 Also, in a special way, we have been experiencing great solidarity. We have received so 
many videos, messages, very concrete solidarity made up of masks and many other things that 

have arrived from all over the world. And so we would like to say a special thank you for that too. 
 

 Pina Zinai, Rome, Italy: Hi, sorry about the disguise. The coronavirus seemed a distant 
reality from me and my life, as if I was in a different world from what we were seeing on the news. 

Then on the quiet afternoon of March 19th my dad who lives next door had a high temperature. At 
a certain point, since he couldn’t breathe very well, he had to be taken to hospital. It was a painful 

decision to make, though, because I knew they wouldn't let us go with him, so he had to go on his 
own because no one could accompany him, but it was for his own good. To tell you the truth, 

seeing him go alone, so vulnerable in the ambulance, it was very, very distressing also because I 
really didn't know if I would see him again. The next day the hospital called us and told us that he 

was positive for Covid, but above all that his situation had immediately become acute and then 
later they called back and told us that he hadn't made it. We were able to follow the burial service 

via Facebook, because we were all in quarantine and we couldn't go out anymore. 
 Two days later one of the boys woke up with a high temperature and the doctor 

immediately sent the ambulance to take us to the hospital to swab us. When the results showed 
that my son Samuel was positive, for a moment I felt the earth shake under my feet, to tell you the 

truth, because I was thinking about the rest of the family, and what might happen. Luckily I was 
negative and so we were hospitalized together. Samu is calmer now and the whole family is close 

to us, as well as the whole community and I must say that all this helps and supports us. 
Sometimes, I won't deny it, we feel in our hearts the fear of what might happen, but we hold on. 

Come on! It's going to be all right! Bye! 

 

 Fr Andrea Caelli, Chiavenna – Lombardy, Italy: Dear friends, I am Fr Andrea, parish priest 
of the pastoral community of Chiavenna, in the heart of the Alps. It is a wonderful place but is now 

affected by the presence of the coronavirus, just like the rest of the world. We are living a 
community experience that is very beautiful, despite the suffering. Those who are suffering the 

most are the people who are dying, the sick in retirement homes and those who are ill in hospital, 
because no one can go in, you can't be near them. My direct experience is accompanying some 

families, above all in accepting the situation of pain and separation at the time of death.  
 In my community, the other priests and I have also experienced the physical presence of 

this disease. The coronavirus infected my colleague Fr. Lorenzo, the youngest priest, who tested 
positive. This does not allow us to be near one another or close to one another. Since we eat 
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meals and spend most of the day together we have been quarantined. This situation makes us feel 

even more limited and impoverished.  But there is an aspect that is emerging in this loneliness and 
it is the experience of the desire for fellowship. All this is creating a very good atmosphere of 

solidarity and sharing.  
 Of course we still don't know when it will end; at this time we are mostly accompanying 

the dead. There are many of them. But we know that the Lord does not abandon us and this is the 
cry that goes beyond the pain: "All will be well"!  

 

 Alberto Marsilio, Mira, province of Venice, Italy: Good morning, my name is Alberto, I live 

in Mira in the province of Venice and I am a family doctor. I have been doing this job for 30 years 
and I’ve never had to deal with such a difficult situation. Since the coronavirus epidemic broke out 

here too ... we, family doctors, are the first to have contact with the people.  
 You’ll understand that we no longer stick to working hours. However, at a certain point, my 

own scenario changed. I was informed that a colleague with whom I had worked a few days earlier 
had tested positive for the coronavirus and she was in hospital. That meant I  had to go into so-

called quarantine, being isolated at home. So, suddenly, I was on the other side of the fence. I too 
had the same worries and anxieties as my patients. Fortunately, the results of the swabs taken 

were negative and after a few days I was able to go back to work.  
 Of course, the spirit I did it with was rather different, I had entered more into my patients’ 

experience, into their shoes. During these days, every day, I try to call them, to phone and find out 
how they are. And with some a bond has also been created that goes beyond the simple doctor-

patient relationship. One man in particular told me: “Look, doctor, I won’t lose touch with you 
even when this difficult time has passed.” In fact, it is still a matter of continuing to live in this way, 

keeping in mind what we call the Golden Rule, that is, treat others as you would have them treat 
you. And perhaps my time in quarantine has helped me to live like this a bit more. 

 

 Pierangelo Pezzotta, Bergamo - Lombady, Italy: I'm Pierangelo. I live in Bergamo, the 

province known all over Italy because of this virus. This week my brother-in-law died, my sister has 
had a very high temperature for over a week, so we talk four or five times a day, to try to 

accompany her.  
 Something I felt deeply about was that in the space of a few days more than 20 priests 

died. That's why I also feel close to our bishop and the other priests. One lost his mother, one lost 
his sister, and then there are other problems. I talked to my parish priest and he said: “I've just 

come back from the hospital where I blessed 35 bodies that the soldiers were taking away for 
cremation.” That’s why being close to these people also from the Church, I felt it was a way of 

living out the presence of Jesus outside the tabernacle, among the people. 
 Then I got a phone call from several families: one told me: “Look, we didn't eat yesterday, 

because we don't have food and we no money to do the shopping.” So there too, as I'm also in 
charge of our Caritas, I prepared some bags of food and put them near their post-box, knowing 

they were coming to pick them up, so at least we had no contact and did things according to the 
law. They manage to go ahead in this way to overcome these painful times. Well, even though I'm 

in seclusion, I don't think I will be bored.  

 

 Matteo Beretta, Biassono – Lombardy, Italy: Hi, we are Matteo, Monica and Paola who is 

filming us. I'm a doctor, I'm the head physician at a hospice in charge of palliative care and in this 
health disaster my team and I have been asked to organize some beds in the hospital in order to 
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take in patients who would otherwise die alone. My team immediately agreed to this and the day 

before yesterday we began this experience which is new for us in a certain sense.  
 One of the very special things is that I've learned to bless people. Not because there is a 

shortage of priests but so as not to let those who are alone die without a word of comfort that 
many of them may not even hear.  

 

 Franca Capponi, Val Seriana - Lombardy, Italy: I’m Franca and I live in the Seriana Valley, in 

the Bergamo area of northern Italy, which everyone knows as the place with the most coronavirus 
infections. So many people have died in this area. The situation we’re living in seems surreal. The 

silence in the valley is broken only by the sirens of ambulances that go by very often, day and 
night. People’s worries have become anguish, silence, and isolation.  

 Everyone has to stay indoors; we can't go out. I live in a block of flats with about ten 
households, where almost all of them are elderly people. So I wondered what I could do so that 

this health crisis wouldn’t also become a relationships crisis.  For example, a widowed lady is 
ill and has no one to buy her the medicine she needs. So I went to get the medicines and took 

them over to her. A  few days later, on the phone, she told me that she hadn't eaten for days 
because she had lost her appetite and didn't feel like cooking. So I thought I could make her 

something to eat.  
 On my same landing there is a 95 year old lady. She often cries because she isn’t able to 

see her only daughter. I remembered she loves a cake that I have sometimes made for her. So I 
prepared one and when I rang the doorbell to give it to her this lady came to the door immediately 

with a very big smile and in that smile I understood that sometimes a slice of cake is enough to 
reassure and encourage someone.  

 That's how we keep going with small deeds that I’m sure very many other people in our 
community could tell us. What we share most of all is prayer. We ask that each person can 

understand that God who is Love is behind everything. And also through these things we’re doing, 
besides praying, we hope that this Love will reach everyone. 

 

 Ana Moreno, journalist - Madrid, Spain: None of us could have imagined the brutal impact 

of the coronavirus here in Spain. Thousands have died and many more are infected.  
 The health system is completely collapsing, especially in Madrid, which is most affected. 

Doctors, nurses and all the medical staff are giving 1,000% and more! There is so much solidarity 
to help them: from the making of masks in people’s homes to what the equipment companies are 

giving.  
 Every day at 8 p.m. there is a wave of applause throughout Spain, as a sign of gratitude to 

them and to all the staff in supermarkets and pharmacies, to those working to combat the spread 
of the coronavirus.  

 Our thoughts also go out to our elderly people, who helped us so much in the crisis of 
2008, who went through the Spanish Civil War and the post-war period and who are now the main 

victims: we care for and value our elderly people in today's society. 
 To conclude, there is a real wave of solidarity that is spreading  in step with this health 

crisis and leaves us with a sense of family that we hope will not remain here, but will continue to 
grow every day. 

 
 Angel Toral, geriatric physician –Madrid, Spain: Hello I am Angel a geriatric physician and I 

work in a care home in Madrid.  
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 We have plenty of cases of infection among the elderly and among the health care 

professionals. This is causing the relatives great concern and putting considerable strain on the 
staff who continue to work. This has created a very tense situation so I try to convey to all a sense 

of calm by trying to focus on living the present moment and asking God to help me with every 
difficult decision.  

 I have many opportunities to love, like when family members ask me to bring their 
message to an elderly person because they cannot visit them. This is what happened with Rosario, 

an elderly lady who is very ill indeed. When I told Rosario that her daughter sends her love and 
loves her very much, I tried to say it with as much warmth as possible to get beyond my mask and 

spontaneously I added “Rosario, God loves you immensely”, while squeezing her hand with all the 
tenderness I could put into my gloved hands. 

 I am convinced that more than ever we can be vehicles of God’s love which is able to 
overcome all forms of isolation. 

 
 María Jesús Aranda, Talavera de la Reina, Castilla La-Mancha, Spain: On one of the first 

days I went to the supermarket and at the checkout I noticed that the cashiers were exhausted, 
they couldn't cope anymore. The situation was chaotic, having to restock the shelves and run the 

checkout at the same time. They felt really overwhelmed. 
 I felt I had to do something, so I spoke in a loud voice and invited everyone to give a big 

round of applause to all these men and women who were there at work. More than just doing a 
job, they were almost doing a social project because they were helping the rest of us to do our 

shopping. They were moved by this gesture. I thought I would have liked to be encouraged in this 
way, so that is my little experience. 

 
 Marilen Lee, Daegu, Korea: Hi everyone, I'm Marilen, from Korea. On February 18, a virus 

positive person was found in Daegu my own city. And then the number of cases increased 
dramatically.  

 The problem of the shortage of masks is still serious. One evening I only had two masks left 
at home. A friend told me that if I went to her house she could give me 10. But to get them I would 

have had to travel across the city on public transport. I had to think about my own good and the 
good of others. I told her to give them to whoever needed them most. Two days later, another 

friend sent me a parcel. And when I opened it I found 50 masks inside. 
 In some ways we are living Lent with the whole Korean people, that is, we’re returning to 

God, to love, because we’re realising that if someone else is not well, I too cannot be well. It is the 
only way to overcome this crisis and strengthen mutual love. I also pray every day for all of you in 

the rest of the world. Bye! 
 

 

2. CORONAVIRUS - WORK, STUDY, RELATIONSHIPS, SOLIDARITY: HOW OUR DAYS HAVE 

CHANGED 

 

 Stefania: But how have our daily lives changed: at work, our studies, in the family, in our 

chats with friends? How are we facing the social challenges that continue to exist, such as being 
welcoming to those who are different from us, to people who have less than us? We are 

discovering even more the great potential of the Internet that allows us, for example, to continue 
studying at home. 
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 Let's see. 

 
 Matteo Bruno and Emanuela Stoppoloni, Italy 

 Matteo: I've had this YouTube channel for fourteen years. 
 Music and caption: Matteo Bruno (Cane Secco) has a YouTube channel with over 350,000 

subscribers.  
 During a Vlog he interviewed Emanuela Stoppoloni, a teacher… and a Gen from Rome. 

 Matteo: One thing that intrigues me a lot is understanding how your lives are changing 
because of this quarantine. So today I'll tell you the story of Emanuela, who is a young teacher of 

literature. Why did I choose Emanuela for this story?  
 I mean, at some point you chose to be a teacher.  

 Emanuela: Yes, I chose to be a teacher, I gave up a permanent contract to become a 
teacher. Now we're making the most of the online register and other tools. For example, we’re 

using Skype or Zoom which you can use to make complete video lessons and the students are 
connected to this platform. I can open the chalkboard and then write on it. 

 Matteo: I fooled around in high school, in the sense that I didn't study much. What are your 
students doing? 

 Emanuela: My students haven't slowed down, they've speeded up. In reality we’ve all 
speeded up, both us teachers, who immediately set to work, and the students too because they all 

do their homework. All of them are in touch with me. If they haven't understood something they 
have no problem telling me. I’m sure, when we get back to class, things will be different.  

 Matteo: And now we come to our thought for the day.  
 Emanuela: I think the most important thing is to live the present moment, to live each 

moment whatever you are doing in the best possible way. Because if you project yourself into the 
future then you'll panic. But if you manage to live what you're doing well then you handle the 

situation better.  
 Matteo: Emanuela probably hit the nail on the head, because at a time like this, it’s only 

possible to live the present and try to do what we can at home. At least let's try.  
 Enjoy correcting their homework, enjoy long-distance tests, and enjoy distance learning! 

Bye! 
 Emanuela: Okay. Bye! 

 [N.B. For the complete version, see You Tube “Cane secco” of 17th March 2020] 
 

 Enzo Faranna, Mantova – Lombardy, Italy: I wanted to tell you this little experience. On 
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the widespread anxiety due to the spread of the coronavirus 

began to grow. In our shop we sell everything needed for early childhood. That day we saw scenes 
out of films, people literally emptying the shelves and stockpiling, especially taking small bottles of 

steriliser, in all its formats. In the afternoon, because of this, we and our colleagues bought the 
last remaining bottles, thinking that we too were in great need.  

 Before closing, however, a regular customer of ours, Abdel Rahim, came to the shop and 
asked me if we had any steriliser, as he needed it for his children. I told him that we had finished 

it, even though I knew that I could give mine. 
 I come home and I literally felt awful, I felt really bad about it. Talking it over with Silvia and 

by sharing it with her, we realised we could make up for it, because Abdel Rahim has a car repair 
workshop in our town and we were sure that by looking up the address and matching it with his 

name, we would be able to track him down.  
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 However, when I arrived I couldn't find him. I decided to leave the package in his office and 

send him a message. I explained that for us Christians Lent was starting that very day and 
therefore also a period of fasting, and that sometimes we must begin to fast from our selfishness 

and our attachments, and that I had decided to begin this time with God by helping him.  
 The other day, before we had to shut down completely, Abdel Rahim came back to the 

shop and from a distance he looked at me, he beat his breast three times and thanked me and 
said: “Whenever you need anything, you can count on me.”  

I was really very happy to discover that fasting can fill a need and satisfy a much greater 
hunger. Just that. 

 
 Muriel, Michel, Souleymane - France 

 Muriel Fleury, Paris - France: In France, having to stay at home started 10 days ago and the 
news came as a shock. The measures have become increasingly restrictive.  This termination 

of most economic activities comes after 18 months of great social unrest: the demonstrations by 
the "yellow vests" against the rising cost of living and this winter's strike  protesting against the 

pension reforms.  
 Our isolation has suddenly emptied the streets, but many acts of solidarity and fraternity 

are happening! 
 It is also an opportunity to get in touch with people you haven't spoken to for years: friends 

and family. There’s an elderly mother and her daughter who spoke to each other again after 3 
years of painful silence. Being away from each other has brought them closer together. 

 Michel, who has non-religious beliefs, and Souleymane, a Muslim, have shared how they 
are living this period of isolation. 

 Michel Teboul, Montreuil - France: As an atheist, I feel well expressed in the slogan 
“Everyone at home to limit the spread of the epidemic, but stay all together.” This isolation has 

led to many telephone conversations with older people I know. I contacted them to check if they 
were fine and to find out if they needed help.  

 Every evening at 8 p.m., with the people in our neighbourhood, we feel it important to 
stand by the window to applaud the health workers and thank them and all those who risk their 

health for helping others. 
 Souleymane Sow, Créteil - France: My name is Souleymane Sow, I am a Muslim, I live in 

the focolare of Créteil. 
 At the moment, as you know, the churches and mosques are closed and we are confined to 

our homes, but this does not prevent us from developing our relationship with God. When my 
Christian brothers follow their prayers on the internet, I participate with them. Sometimes I go to 

my room to say my prayers and read the Qur’an. 
 Often I ask questions and that creates a dialogue among us and we have times of prayer for 

the sick and the doctors, so that God can help us find the cure and the medicines that will cure this 
disease that is destroying the world.   

 
 Regina Galli, Decade SA - Córdoba, Argentina: Hi, I’m Regina, from Cordoba, Argentina. 

 Our company adheres to the principles of the Economy of Communion. We distribute 
medical supplies and are based in Cordoba, Argentina.  

 Recently we’ve had a great demand for products such as alcohol-based gel or masks. We 
decided to keep them mainly for people who have the greatest need, those with respiratory, 

gastric or other diseases. It was a great challenge because we were offered the opportunity to sell 
at outrageous prices, both for our gel and the masks. But since we try to follow the principles of 
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the Economy of Communion, we believe it’s not right to speculate on these emergency situations, 

making short term profits but damaging the image of the company and its social responsibility. 
 The few we have left, we have saved for our patients who really need them because their 

illnesses require the use of a mask and alcohol based gel. We give priority to health. It has been a 
great challenge, but we always stand by what is socially, morally and ethically correct. 

 Bye everyone! 
 

 Rabbi Silvina Chemen, Bet El Community, Buenos Aires, Argentina: Hi, everybody. I am 
Rabbi Silvina Chemen from the Bet El community in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 I wanted to share with you that when we in the community decided to stop all our 
programmes, all the volunteers involved in feeding the homeless refused to discontinue this 

activity.  
 They said that now more than ever people need our presence and help. So, in spite of 

everything and with due precautions, we Jews together with many people from the Focolare 
Movement - with whom there is not only friendship but a real and concrete sense of family - bring 

food to those who need it most. 
 These small gestures of humanity give me hope that once the pandemic is over, not only 

those of us who are already actively engaged, but also many others, will understand how 
interdependent we all are. The longer we are at home alone, the more we realise we cannot do 

without each other, without so many others, whether we see them or not. 
 From Argentina, where we are now starting a total quarantine, seeing what is happening 

around the world, we declare all our solidarity and love for the people suffering so much in Italy 
and in many other countries.  

 I send you a virtual hug until we can do it personally and I renew my commitment to 
continue building a healed humanity, where caring for others is our first commandment. Thank 

you very much. 
 

 Tanino Caruso, doctor, Bergamo - Lombardy, Italy: Hello to everyone from Bergamo. I am 
Tanino, I’m  a Volunteer and a doctor. I will not speak about my work but about “Matthew 25”, an 

association my wife and I founded to help poorer families by combating food waste. With the 
arrival of the health emergency, we wondered whether to discontinue the service, considering 

that we see over 200 families every week. We decided to continue but taking precautions. We 
abide by all the norms on protection, we have reduced the number of volunteers and started a 

home delivery service for the families who find it more difficult to move around without being at 
risk.  

 This extra commitment is not easy, but it reminds us of what inspired us in Chapter 25 of 
Matthew's Gospel: not only the words “I was hungry and you gave me food,” but also the duty to 

make good use of the talents God has given us. Our help is even more precious for many families 
now that, due to the epidemic, many people have less income.  

 I’ll end with one of the recent messages we received: “Thank you very much for yesterday, 
it was a symbolic gesture for me when I saw that despite everything you managed to bring us all 

those good things. The children were so happy! My job here only pays the rent and a second job 
brings in cash for our living expenses. Now, of course, I’m at home, so yesterday you were an 

angel from heaven for us.”  
 Thank you. Bye everyone! 

 
 (music) 
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 Veronica Viscardi, Gen 3, Milan - Lombardy, Italy: Hi, everybody. During this time in 

quarantine, I've rediscovered how nice it is to be with my family.  
 Yesterday, for example, I played basketball with my dad and it was really special for me. It's 

also a time to live the present moment fully, living every moment with joy as well as I can.  
 Mother: A big hug!  

 Father: And greetings from the Viscardi family! (music) 
 

 Matteo, Gen 3, Milan - Lombardy, Italy: Hi, I'm Matteo, I'm 11 and I live near Milan. Four 
weeks ago the schools were closed and so I lost contact with my friends. My days are completely 

different now. I am at home all the time but luckily I can do my lessons online. Right now it's 
important for me to continue doing my part well, both my schoolwork and in the house. 

Sometimes I try to include my little sister in games or help with some jobs. I think this time helps 
us be together more in the family, to love each other and do all we can for the common good.  

 Matteo with his little sister: Bye! 
 

 Family of Carla and Juan Pablo, Italy 
 Davide: My name is Davide and I'm 6. 

 Carla: I'm Carla. Here is Luca who is 4 and Benedetto who is 2. 
 Anna: Hi, I'm Anna and I'm 7. We've been at home for four weeks but we have a lot of fun. 

Today we’re making biscuits for Father's Day and we’ll give them to our neighbours.  
 Here we are ready to take our biscuits to the neighbours. 

 David: We're going to infect them with joy! 
 Juan Pablo: Let’s infect each other with joy! (music) 

 
 Kitty Durburrow, nurse, California, USA: For the past two weeks my hospital canceled all 

elective surgeries and procedures. All doctors’ visits in the clinic were changed to video visits. In 
addition we have stopped all visitors from entering the hospital to help decrease the spread of the 

virus. The city has a plan to care for all the critical patients that will need to be on ventilators. 
Personal protective equipment like masks for staff is vital and we're doing all we can to preserve 

the supply we have. As a nurse manager, every day I come to work and I try to alleviate the fears 
that all of my staff have. This is a worldwide issue and we will get through this together  

 
 Joe Chehade, pharmacist, California, USA: With my wife, Mae, we have an economy of 

communion pharmacy in Los Angeles, California. Obviously we have been extremely busy during 
that season. One thing is that we had a shortage of masks, alcohol and hand sanitizer. We felt 

vulnerable and we are risking ourselves and our staff. Mae and I prayed to Mary that God protects 
us and in our heart we felt that the prayers have been heard. We knew we were at risk but we felt 

it was the right thing to stay open and not too close for the community.  
 The next day we received a huge order of alcohol and hand sanitizer that earlier was 

rejected by the wholesalers. It was enough for our use and also to share with the community. 
Many stepped up and shared with us also some masks even though they only had few of them. 

Lastly a guy showed up at our door and said, “I’m your neighbor and I import masks. Do you want 
some?” It was obviously the hundredfold.  
 
 Chris Piazza, student, California, USA: Myself, along with the other youth of the Focolare in 

California and northern Mexico, has started this project to promote the message and the concept 
of the united world with people who have never heard of it before. We invite people from all 
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social backgrounds who do amazing things within their communities, and to have them share 

what they envision as a united world.  
 Since we are under quarantine as well over here we cannot get to our studio in Tijuana, 

Mexico which is a midpoint between Mexicali, Mexico and where I live. So my co-host Noé Herrera 
and I are going to be recording remotely with this setup behind me as a way to show unity in these 

times of divisions. 
 

 

3. CORONAVIRUS – DISTANT BUT UNITED 

 

 Stefania: There has also been so much support and help, prayer and sharing that has 

sprung up all over the world in our communities, in our cities. 
 Here are some of them. 

 
 THE WALL 

 Francesco Bertolini: Hello everyone, I welcome you to the wall. Here with me we have 
Chiara, Silvia and Roberto. As you well know, for about two weeks we have been confined to our 

homes because of Covid-19. In a video call with a group of friends we asked ourselves: how can we 
love the world right now? 

 Roberto Spurio: We thought of meeting every day to live through this period together, 
reaching out especially to people who feel alone. The wall is where we meet up with some of the 

groups that used to get together in our cities. 
 Silvia Zubani: In these days I have not only seen the Gen, my friends, but also young people 

from various parts of the world who have shared how the epidemic is going on in their country 
and how they are living it.  

 Chiara Toniolatti: Let us live these times together through experiences, information and 
games, so as to carry on loving from our homes by using new ways. We’ll see you on the wall from 

3 pm, every day, in a video call. The link to this is at the end of the video. Bye from all of us on the 
wall! 

 All: Bye! 
 Caption: #ILMURETTO - ZOOM CODE: 661-382-359 – EVERY DAY FROM 3 PM ITALIAN TIME 

 
 Pray4Unity - #InTimeForPeace  

 Gen 3 A: Hi guys, we are the Gen 3 from Milan and we have a challenge for you. 
 Gen 3 B: Are you familiar with the "Pray4Unity" initiative? 

 Gen 3 C: The idea is to stop during the day and reflect. 
 Gen 3 B: One minute is enough. 

 Gen 3 A: We pass the baton in a virtual relay race.  Can we create unity while being distant 
from each other? 

 Gen 3 A: We decided to tie a bracelet around our wrist or a piece of string so that every 
time we see it we think of each other. 

 Gen 3 C: We are not alone! Are you? Do you accept the challenge? 
 All: Bye! 

 
 Santiago and Jasmin, Gen 2, Medellin, Colombia 

 Santiago: Hi, I'm Santiago. 
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 Jasmin: And I am Jasmin and we are siblings. We are Gen2 from Medellin, Colombia and we 

are also part of Youth for a United World in our city.  
 Santiago: As you know, in the current situation we are being asked to stay at home. 

 Jasmin: In this week's virtual Gen meeting we thought that, as well as staying at home, we 
should do something more for our city. Many families only get work by the day and so they don't 

have enough money to buy supplies for all this time of isolation. We decided we'd raise money to 
do some shopping for them and get it to them safely. 

 Santiago: That's when my sister told me she wanted to make a video. 
 Jasmin: The video was so successful that it was shared on social networks and we managed 

to get a lot of money to help many families. 
 Santiago: A beautiful thing about this experience is to see how happy the families are who 

received the groceries, but above all the happiness of the people who contributed to this cause. 
 Speaker: Hey, this message is for you! 

 We know the current situation in the world is critical, we're full of information that worries 
us. This issue concerns us all and we firmly believe that the solution is not just about staying at 

home. 
 We, Youth for a United World, believe that everything we do: Counts! 

 Staying at home, being willing to help and make my family happy: Counts! 
 Trying to share real information and avoid sensationalist news: Counts! 

 Only buying what you need, so that stocks don’t run out: Counts! 
 If we all act together, we'll make a difference! 

 We Youth for a United World, with the Focolare Movement, invite you to put together our 
financial contributions to help families who can’t cover their basic needs in this situation.  

 Through an agreement with some food suppliers we can spend 75,000 pesos for many 
families.  

 Every peso counts so that together we can pay for lot of groceries. We are sure that our 
contributions will make a difference. 

 
 A prayer by the Gen 4 of South Korea 

 Family all together: Lord God, the coronavirus is spreading around the world, so we 
children can't go to kindergarten or school. 

 Gen 4 girl: We can't play with friends. What hurts most is we can't go to the Gen 4 meeting, 
where we have so much fun. 

 Gen 4 girl: Grownups tell us that we have to be careful, even if we wash our hands and put 
on masks, because this virus is invisible. It's really scary. 

 Gen 4 boy: But we Gen 4 believe that you, O God, will help us. Give strength and courage 
to the doctors and nurses who care for the sick. 

 Gen 4 girl: Give wisdom to the people who are trying to stop the spread of the virus, so 
that they can find the solution as soon as possible. 

 Gen 4 girl: And please help the sick! 
 Two Gen 4 boys and their Mum together: Make it possible for us to see our grandparents, 

parents and friends again, so that we can play and love one another. 
 Gen 4 girl: We Gen 4 are praying hard. We throw the dice of love every day and send you 

many parcels full of love. 
 Gen 4 boy: Dearest Father in Heaven, we ask you this in the name of Jesus.  

 Gen 4 boy: Amen! (music) 
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 Stefania: A huge thank you to our Korean Gen 4, their prayer really speaks for all of us. 

 

 

4. CONGO – IT’S POSSIBLE TO BEAT AN EPIDEMIC 

 

 Stefania: And, as we have said, we cannot forget the other crises that continue to affect 

humanity. We’ll start with a video that comes to us from North Kivu, in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. And for this we want to thank Victor and the Focolare community of the city of Beni. The 

people of that area has suffered terrible violence for years and is still trying to combat the Ebola 
virus. 

 Then we will go back to Syria 10 years after the beginning of the conflict. We’ll do this with 
Francesco Tortorella who is responsible for the international cooperation projects of Action for a 

United World, which is our NGO for the development of peoples. 
 

 All: Hi! 
 Victor Kamala, Beni, Democratic Republic of Congo: We are a small community in the city 

of Beni, in the diocese of Butembo-Beni. We are almost 400 kilometers from the focolare in Goma.  
 In this area, since 2014 we have experienced atrocities and there have been massacres. 

Since 2018, we have also had the famous disease, the Ebola virus.Those times were not easy to 
live through. It was a very painful time and we didn't know what to do, because people were put 

in quarantine. Some of the families of the Movement were able to go elsewhere, to escape the 
war and the disease. But, as Chiara said - we remembered when there were bombings in Italy - 

Chiara said she could not leave her city since a small light of the Movement was already there in 
the city. We decided to stay to continue the Work of God with those who were left. 

 Despite the situation, we helped each other and we also did apostolate to visit the 
orphans, victims of the massacres and the disease. For almost two years we have been living with 

this disease; together with the young people we encourage and support each other.  
 So we also ask the people in Italy to help each other and, despite the Coronavirus, we think 

that all will be well. We have this secret: to live Jesus Forsaken; we encourage you and we too are 
always going ahead despite the Ebola virus.  

 
 

5. SYRIA - A VOICE OF HOPE AFTER 10 YEARS OF WAR 

 

 Stefania: Hello, Francesco. 
 Francesco Hello Stefania, hello everyone. 

 Stefania: You came back less than a month ago from Syria, where you saw the projects in 
progress, you visited our collaborators in the area. But what did you see? What's the situation 

now? 
 Francesco: Compared to last year's visit this time I noticed two things in particular: the 

incredible ability the Syrians have to keep smiling, despite the immense suffering of 9 years of war, 
and the dedication to others. Our collaborators say: "This opportunity to give of myself to others is 

what keeps me going, what gives me courage. It gives me the strength to stay here.” 
 It's a real lesson of life for me, it tells me that life is always stronger than death. 

 But I also noticed a great sense of tiredness, people can't take it anymore. This world war 
in Syria does not seem to ever end. The terrorist attacks continue and on top of that there is an 
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enormous economic crisis. Just think: a desk clerk or a teacher who 10 years ago earned the 

equivalent of 800 euros a month, these days earns 40 euros a month. Electricity is available only a 
few hours a day. Families no longer have money to keep for themselves, to buy clothes and 

heating. Think of the chronically ill: they have no money to buy medicines. And all because of the 
international embargo as well. 

 Now, on top of all this we have the coronavirus emergency as well. I saw an exhausted 
population saying: “No more, help us please, we can't take it anymore!” 

 Stefania: What is most needed now? 
 Francesco: I could say that everything is needed, but three things come to mind. 

 First: we need medicines to treat cancer. While we were there a man came to our office to 
pick up some medication. In the pharmacies the price of that medicine had gone from 8 to 13 

euros just in the last few days. They need prosthetic implants for amputees. A girl hit by a car 
bomb, for example, has been constrained in bed for 5 years because of lack of treatment and 

equipment. Speech therapy for children is required, some of them can no longer speak for the 
shock of seeing their siblings die. They need food, clothes and fuel to keep themselves warm. 

 Second. They need to be able to get back to work. Syrians had a high level of professional 
training before the war. Today this human capital is lost, also because of emigration, and it needs 

to be rebuilt. We have a wonderful team of young plumbers, for example, who want to start 
working again and are repairing damaged houses for free for families who want to return to their 

own homes: they need tools and supplies. We have young dressmakers but they need sewing 
machines. 

 Third. They need companionship, support, someone to tell their stories to, and to be 
listened to, so that they will not feel forgotten. They need to feel part of a bigger family.  

 Stefania: We believe it’s important during this Coronavirus emergency not to forget these 
very open issues, to be able to express our solidarity with these people. So how can we continue 

doing that? How can we help even from afar? 
 Francesco: Yes, we can express our closeness to them first of all: by means of a letter, a 

message, a video on your mobile phone, a greeting, not only for the people supported by the 
projects but also for the workers themselves, who are suffering like everyone else and who are 

giving of themselves with all their strength. If you want, you can send us your messages and we 
will send them on to Syria. 

 And then we can create a concrete communion of goods, putting together the little 
everyone has that is surplus to our needs and share it with them. From all over the world it is 

possible to send donations to AMU [the United World Association] or AFN [New Families 
Association]. On our websites you can see how to do that. We will use your donations with all the 

care and transparency possible, because we know that what is given is the result of small sacrifices 
each person makes, as you will see for example, in the next video about the work of our team of 

physiotherapists in Syria. 
 Stefania: Thank you, Francesco! 

 Francesco: Thanks, bye! 
 

 Music and captions: 
 Siria Crisis, Physioterapist project – Homs 

 Muhammad al-Salim  
 Speaker: Muhammad has 5 children. They live in a house with only 2 rooms. Muhammad 

suffers from lower body paralysis after falling from the tenth floor while he was at work.  
 He was at home for two years unable to move and suffering from severe depression. 
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 Then he met a physiotherapist from the "KHATWA TEAM" project who understood him, 

began treating him and now encourages him to do his exercises at home.  
 His physical state is improving and hope has returned.  

 The house becomes a gym, with simple but effective equipment.  
 He does two hours of exercises a day with really special assistants who are always ready to 

help and encourage him.  
 Muhammad is committed and determined to get well and go back to work as soon as 

possible. (music) 
 

 Youth of Syria 
 All: Greetings from all of us, young people in Syria! 

 Girl: We spent a day in full unity among ourselves, but we were thinking of our big family. 
 Girl: That is why it is beautiful to continue living and praying for one another, especially 

when one of the members is in pain and suffering. 
 All: We are thinking of you in a special way and praying hard for the difficult situations and 

all the people affected by the virus throughout Italy and the world. Be sure that we are with you 
and Jesus is present among us.  

 ONE WITH YOU! 
 

 
6. FOCUS – THE WORLD WILL NO LONGER BE THE SAME: WHAT CAN HELP TO MAKEIT BETTER? 

 

 Stefania: And now Amy Uelmen from Washington is with us and Vincenzo Buonomo and 
Luigino Bruni from Italy are with us too. Hello everyone and welcome. 

 Luigino: Thank you. 

 Stefania: I'd like to ask you all the same question. “The world will never be the same after 

this pandemic”, this is what people are saying and we’re reading them all the time everywhere, 
circulated by all the media. I would like to ask you: is it really going to be like that? And what does 

it mean?  
 And I’d like to start with you Amy. 

 Amy, you're a lawyer and you teach at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., and in 
the United States in particular you're a project leader for overcoming divisions and polarization 

among people in society. 
 Prof. Amy Uelmen, Georgetown University – Washington D.C., USA: So here we have not 

yet seen the worst. We're really bracing for the most brutal impact especially in New York City. So 
we really ask for everyone's prayers also for that.  

 But I think already we're living a very, very strong moment of truth. Our society greatly 
values individual initiative and freedom to realize creative plans and dreams and this can be 

wonderful. But the risk of being intently focused on our own pursuits is to become callous or even 
blind to those with fewer resources who hope to realize they're equally valid dreams.  

 So why should people with resources care about those who don't have health insurance or 
sick leave or unemployment insurance or protection for those on the margins because they're 

undocumented? I think this virus gives us a strong clear answer. It brings into focus this image. We 
are truly one body, deeply connected throughout the world. And if we do not find a way to 

reframe our political and social life to care for each other’s basic needs concretely, then no one 
can flourish. This is the moment of truth of this virus.  
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 And so you ask, “How will this experience change our world?” I have no illusions that our 

current levels of political polarization are going to magically disappear. But I believe that this 
moment of truth will be seared into our collective psyche. And this profound experience of being 

physically connected to each other can help make space for much, much deeper reflection on the 
limits and the possibilities of our current political and social structures. And so in this I find a sense 

of hope. 
 Stefania: Thank you, Amy. 

 Luigino, you're an economist, so from an economic point of view, what will we be like? 
What will humanity look like after this pandemic?  

 Prof. Luigino Bruni, economist, Economy of Communion coordinator: Well, we can't say 
yet, we have to wait for it to end one way or another. But we can say a few things. First of all that 

we will have to learn how to live with a level of vulnerability, because if we dream of a world with 
zero vulnerability, then countries will be closing into a new kind of nationalism, borders will be 

raised again, and that would be the worst thing that could happen to us. That is, we would lose 
centuries of integration just to dream of a world with no risks. It’s the great theme of the risk 

factor. In other words, we must learn once again to manage vulnerability and risk in a new way, in 
a global way, in a totally new way. 

 And then we will have to get used to short distances again. It has taken us centuries, 
millennia to learn to shake hands, because we did not do it. We did not touch, embrace one 

another. In the ancient world we were afraid and suspicious of the other, of the foreigner, of those 
who came from afar. Well, now when we go out of our house, we’ll  have to learn to be physically 

close to people again, because there will be a tendency to stay away, to seek immunity, fearing 
that the other person is a virus for me and not a friend, a brother or sister. And for us who care 

about a united world, this is very serious. 
 What will change in the economy? I don't know, I'm afraid it might change very little, in the 

sense that it is not so obvious to people today that this crisis is also a crisis of capitalism. I’m afraid 
that when we open our front doors again and all go shopping in shopping centres, businesses will 

absolutely have to produce more, even work harder than before to make up for lost months. 
 But in these months of this massive experience, the beautiful thing is that we are all 

together in having the same experiences around the world. This is something that has never 
happened before in humanity. So we need to grasp this moment because people are listening 

more. 
 While you were talking about relational goods, how much are relationships worth now that 

we are shut in our houses?  
 So, to conclude, what comes next will also depend on what we do now, that is, what we 

think, the ideas we have if we have them. Let others hear us, this way we make culture, we create 
an opinion, because people are now listening much more than they did before the crisis and more 

than they will afterwards. 
 Stefania: Thanks, Luigino. 

 Vincenzo, you are Rector of the Pontifical Lateran University and professor of International 
Law. So what kind of a world awaits us? 

 Prof. Vincenzo Buonomo, Rector of the Pontifical Lateran University, professor of 
International Law – Rome, Italy: I believe that the world will always be the same. I mean, the 

world ahead of us will be a world that has seasonal cycles, a world with limited resources, a world 
made up above all of many kinds of diversity. The important thing is that in this period we have 

changed, meaning that the capacity for change has developed in everyone the ability to respond 
to new situations. 
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 At the moment many people are almost assailed by the anguish of wanting to think about 

tomorrow. Tomorrow must certainly be thought about, but thought about in this climate of a 
change that starts from us and then immediately will have repercussions on the institutions, on 

the rules. 
 People are saying that this is a conflict, a war, as if that were something new. In reality, we 

experience conflicts on a daily basis. This is a different war. At the end of a war, rules have to be 
rewritten. The rules will have to be rewritten now and above all the values that we share. I believe 

this is the most important aspect. That is, at this stage we must be able to propose something, not 
just wait for people to change, but to be active, to propose something. 

 National and international institutions have shown us that they are only relatively able to 
respond to problems. Why? Because we are now in a completely new context. If there ever was a 

need for a further push to reform the UN or to reform the World Health Organization, that time 
has now come. But now it is up to us to take responsibility, because if we wait for someone else to 

reform the UN, or reform the World Health Organization we will go on waiting. The risk is that 
some ruling classes will be worked out in many countries. Let’s look at the risk assessment at a 

global level. What will be the new contribution to come? 
 Every day I spend time with students in online classes, almost daily. Just this morning I was 

saying to my students: "Look, your peers who have just graduated in medicine have been sent out 
to the front lines. You have not been asked to do that, you’re studying other subjects, but you too 

are asked to be ready to take over the helm of an institution, of a country, of a local reality. 
 Stefania: Thank you, thank you Vincenzo. One last question and I ask you all for a 

telegraphic answer, still on what you were saying about responsibility, personal responsibility and 
also community responsibility. 

 So what is our contribution, the contribution we can make tomorrow, in the near future, 
when we will go back to normality? Amy. 

 Amy Uelmen: So like Vincenzo, I'm also teaching online and I see with my students, with 
my family and all of my relationships that, right now, actually the greatest gift that I can share is 

the courage to be open about how the crisis has laid bare my own fears and anxieties and my own 
limits. And so as Luigino was saying, I think it's precisely this kind of vulnerability that we can live 

in our relationships. On this basis, we can build communities where we can fully receive each 
other in our reality and be human together and discern the way forward. 

 Stefania: Thank you, Amy. Luigino… 
 Luigino Bruni: In this crisis we have understood how important people really are, because 

on the one hand there are billions of us in the same situation. And yet we have seen how much 
one person who does not respect the law can do that is harmful, or can do that is good. And we 

have also seen what the common good is, because we have seen what the common evil is. To 
understand we are a body, that we are bound together, and we must not forget that anymore. 

 This lesson - as Vincenzo said - is for us. That is, we have to come out of it changed. Maybe 
the world will start running at full speed again but we have to progress in a different way. 

 Stefania: Thank you. Vincenzo, we can conclude now with a few last words from you. 
 Vincenzo Buonomo: Powerful concepts such as the united world, such as sharing and 

solidarity. These concepts, we must be able to express, for example, through different rules. Now 
is the time, if we could not do it before. We have an opportunity at all levels: locally and globally. 

 Stefania: Thank you, thank you to everyone, to Amy, to Vincenzo, to Luigino. Now stay with 
us.  
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7. CHIARA LUBICH: CAST ALL OUR WORRIES ON THE FATHER 

 

 Stefania: Now, we’ll listen to Chiara. We said at the beginning, it’s an audio tape of a Link-

up that Chiara made 33 years ago which is extremely relevant. Now we’ll hear it, then we’ll link-up 
with Emmaus. 

 
 Chiara Lubich1: […] You know how our spirituality (our path to holiness) is based on a point 

from which everything else flowed: faith in God's love, knowing that we are not alone, we are not 
orphans, because we have a Father above who loves us. 

 Now, one way of applying this faith is when something worries us and we become 
apprehensive. Sometimes we fear for the future, we are worried about our health, or scared 

about alleged dangers. We are anxious about our relatives, apprehensive about a job to be done; 
we don’t know what to do, we take fright at bad news; there are fears of various kinds. 

 Well then, at times like these, just when everything is uncertain, God wants us to believe in 
his love and asks of us an act of trust. He wants us to make good use of these painful situations to 

show him that we believe in his love. This means believing that he is a Father to us and thinks of us 
and so to cast all our worries on him, burdening him with them. Scripture says, “Cast all your 

anxiety on him, because he cares for you." (1 Pt 5:7). 
 The fact is that God is our Father and he wants his children’s happiness. That’s why he 

takes on all their burdens. Moreover, God is love and he wants his children to be love. 
 All these worries, anxieties, and fears block our soul, shutting it up in itself, stopping it from 

being open to God by doing his will and open to our neighbours by making ourselves one with 
them so as to love them as we should.  

 At the start of the Focolare, when the Holy Spirit was teaching  us our first steps on the 
path of love, "casting all our anxiety on the Father" was something we did every day and several 

times a day. In fact, we were leaving behind a purely human way of living, despite being Christians, 
to enter into a supernatural, divine way of living.  We were beginning to love. Worries are 

stumbling blocks to love, so the Holy Spirit had to teach us how to get rid of them. And he did. I 
remember we said that just as you cannot hold a hot coal in your hand, but you drop it at once so 

as not to get burned, so too just as quickly we had to cast every worry onto the Father. I can't 
remember any worry put into the Father's heart that he did not take care of. 

 Dear everyone, it is not always easy to believe and to believe in God's love. But we must 
make the effort to believe in all cases, even the most complicated ones. Now too we will witness 

God's intervention each time. He will not desert us, he will take care of us. I know that many of us 
are in difficult situations. The thought of this link up is especially for them. But it’s also for 

everyone else: there are so many situations to face in life! We have so much need of Someone 
else to think of us! 

 So, in the coming weeks, let’s cast every anxiety on him. We will be free to love. We'll run 
faster on the path of love which, as we know, leads to holiness.  

 
 

8. MARIA VOCE (EMMAUS): NOW IS THE TIME 

 

 Stefania: Hello, Emmaus! 

 Emmaus: Hi Stefania, hello everyone. 

                                                        
1 From the Link-up CH - Mollens, March 26, 1987: “Cast all our worries on the Father” 
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 Stefania: We’re linked up with you and you too are at home, aren’t you? 

 Emmaus: Yes. 
 Stefania: Welcome, Emmaus! 

 Emmaus: Thank you! 
 Stefania: Emmaus, we've just heard Chiara spurring us on to believe in God's love. Many 

people are comparing this period to wartime and thinking how often we’ve heard Chiara telling us 
about her Ideal, about her adventure with those opening words that we know so well: “It was 

wartime and everything was collapsing.” 
 Even now so many things seem to be collapsing: people’s plans and prospects, their 

certainties, the economic certainties; many people are dying. What would you like to say to us? 
How can we face this difficult time? 

 Maria Voce (Emmaus, President, Focolare Movement): It’s true that it’s difficult, but it’s 

also true that Chiara has given us the key because she said, first of all entrust everything to the 

Father. Of course the first way to entrust everything to the Father is to pray  and we have done that 

and will continue to pray. Prayer will be our main weapon to ask the Father to help us overcome 

this period 

 At the same time however Chiara told us that prayer is not enough and that’s true, it’s not 
enough. Why not? Because we need to make our own specific contribution and our own specific 

contribution is to live for unity, to live for “may they all be one”, for universal fellowship. And 
Chiara told us to watch out because fears and worries, this thing that could overwhelm us, can 

sometimes stop us from loving. And this must not happen. 
 So we can say it again to one another today, this must not happen, it must not happen! We 

must witness to the fact that love is the only weapon with which to reach our goal, the only 
weapon that can fill the world with love, transform the world, and it’s the one weapon we want to 

spread everywhere. 
 In some ways love is already spreading everywhere, it’s spreading like running water, like 

living water because we’ve seen it in the interviews, in the experiences we have heard. We’ve 
heard it in all these examples that tell us what this love is like; it’s here and it’s growing more and 

more, more and more! 
 And we see Chiara's family are there in so many circumstances, in so many situations living 

like this, trying to love like this with all their strength. And this family finds strength precisely in 
this: in the fact that we are one, that we are united. It is like an army, like a set of members of a 

single body - the body of the Work of Mary - which is spread throughout the world, like Mary 
present throughout the world in all its members. 

 And this body only knows how to spread love and spread hope. It is what we believe the 
world needs today more than ever, more than all other things, and is asking of us, truly asking. We 

can give it because we have it in this strength of unity and in this strength of love that Chiara 
orders us to have before anything else to reach our goal. 

 Then with this thought of Chiara we can move forward.  Now then we have a privileged 
circumstance because it seems to us that this..., yes, it is like we said, we’re a family, it is like many 

drops that form an ocean, it is like many streams that then at a certain point form a great river. 
And that's what we want: we want to be these drops, these small streams, but by joining together 

they form a big river and make this love spread all over the world. 
 And the opportunities - as we have seen – there’s no shortage of them, we can look for 

them but there is no shortage. Now we have one that seems precious to us, that is, the whole 
Movement is preparing the United World Week in the first week of May. Of course, it won't be 
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possible to do it in all the ways it has been done every year, why? Because of the circumstances, 

this emergency situation that we are experiencing all over the world. So we will have to find new 
forms and new ways, and young people are thinking about it and planning how to do it, using all 

the social media. And we too, the whole Movement is involved in this preparation. 
 This year's theme is “In time for peace”, that is, we are in time. We arrive in time to build 

peace, to build fraternity, we are in time, we can arrive in time, but this is the time, we cannot 
wait. This is the time. So we must do everything we can to make this theme a reality. 

 The young people are planning many things, but let's not leave them alone, because United 
World Week doesn’t belong to the young people, it belongs to us all. And we too, all of us, can not 

only support them, not only support their projects, but also encourage them, make them feel that 
we are involved, let's do everything possible, but let's also let our imagination run free so that 

many other initiatives may come to us from the Holy Spirit. I hope that everywhere, there will be a 
tide of initiatives that witness to the world that love is always possible, that love can never be 

stopped, no pandemic, no adversity can stop it, that love always and in any case wins. Let's prove 
it, let's prove it with this United World Week! 

 I think it’s a great opportunity not to be missed, and so I hope that we can live it together, 
show it to many people, proclaim it to many and involve them in it. 

 So this is what I would like to leave you with, remembering these three things I said. 
 First: nothing can stop love, nothing and nobody can stop it, and we do not want anything 

to stop it. 
 Second: our strength is the fact that we are "one". 

 Third: the United World Week is the precious opportunity that God gives us at this time to 
show the universal fraternity that is advancing and transforming. 

 With this I leave you, and this is my wish for me and for all those who listen to me, for the 
whole of Chiara’s family in the world. 

 
 Stefania: Thank you, Emmaus! A huge thank you, and let's take these three points you’ve 

made back home with us. 
 Emmaus: Thank you all. Let's go together. 

 Stefania: Together, yes. And thank you all for the contributions you've sent us. Please keep 
on sending them because we share them on the website and on social networks. 

 And before saying goodbye I’ll tell you that the next link up will be on April 25th at 12.00 
noon Italian time. 

 Now we say goodbye with Gen Rosso who will sing to us from home: "There is an inner 
strength". With them we also want to greet many other artists who in these days are holding 

concerts and shows from home, giving us courage and beauty. Greetings to everyone. Bye! 

 (Gen Rosso - music) 

 

 


