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#daretocare 

Stories of people who put care in action 

 

1. Opening and greetings live with 9 communities in various countries in the world. 

Link ups with Guatemala, Bolivia, Canada, Angola, South Africa, Egypt, Portugal, Scotland, Bulgaria. 

 

2. Chiara Lubich: Universal Brotherhood 

On May 8, 2004 in Stuttgart, Germany, Chiara spoke to about 9000 people at the first "Together for 

Europe" event. It was an historic occasion, in which she offered the key to building peace in 

Europe, among such varied nations, and in the whole world: by building zones of universal 

fraternity. 

3. Acts of fraternity - Part 1 

We go to Australia, Brazil, Germany, the United States of America and Vietnam, to see and hear 

about some "small" actions by different people who take care of their neighbours in need. 

4. #daretocare in Nigeria  

We visit different parts of Nigeria, where some people from the Focolare Movement show us their 

initiatives and projects offering care, sustainability, education and entrepreneurship locally. 

5. Italy – Solidarity in Ascoli Piceno (PAS) 

In Ascoli Piceno, in central Italy, a number of associations have decided to unite to combat the 

economic and social hardship of their city. Thus, a few years ago PAS was founded, which means 

“Welcome and Solidarity”. It’s an experience of networking that found a home a few months ago. 

6. Gen Verde and Gen Rosso 

 

7. Acts of fraternity - Part 2 

We go to Australia, Brazil, Germany, the United States and Vietnam, to see and hear about some 

"small" actions by different people who take care of their neighbours in need. 

8. Courage! Danilo Zanzucchi turns 100 years old  

On August 11th we celebrated Danilo Zanzucchi’s 100th birthday. He and his wife Anna Maria were 

responsible for the New Families Movement for over 40 years. Theirs is a very rich story, a story of 

love given, received and generated. We went to visit them at their home in Grottaferrata... 

9. TV Movie about Chiara Lubich: Interview with Saverio D'Ercole 

An interview with Saverio D'Ercole, creative producer at Casanova Multimedia which (with Rai 

Fiction) has produced the TV movie being made on Chiara Lubich. 

 

mailto:collegamentoch@focolare.org
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10. Hope for Lebanon 

From Beirut in Lebanon some of the members of the community tell us how they are living this 

particularly hard period in their history after the explosion on August 4 that destroyed the port 

and damaged several districts of the city. 

 

11. With Pope Francis to be brothers and sisters all 

 At the end of the link up, Maria Voce, President of the Focolare Movement, reiterated how 
“Pope Francis, in his new Encyclical ‘Fratelli tutti’ has taken on the pain of all people and calls 
everyone to come together to find an answer.” Hers was a message to people the world over: “I 
would like all of us together to be, for Pope Francis, a response that is already in action, and that 
can give him consolation and hope”. 

 

12. Upcoming events and conclusion 

Upcoming events: Chiara Luce Badano’s anniversary, Global Compact on Education, EcoOne – “New ways 
towards Integral Ecology: five years after Laudato Si’” and Economy of Francesco. 
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1. OPENING AND GREETINGS LIVE WITH 9 COMMUNITIES IN VAROIUS COUNTRIES IN THE 

WORLD 

  

Music and slides: 

#daretocare – stories of people who put care into action 

Action for fraternity – Australia, Brazil, Germany, the USA, Vietnam 

The Welcome and Solidary Centre in Ascoli Piceno (PAS) – Italy 

Courage! Danilo Zanzucchi’s hundredth birthday - Italy 

Special appearance by Gen Verde and Gen Rosso 

#daretocare in action – Nigeria 

TV movie on Chiara Lubich – interview with Saverio D’Ercole 

Hope for Lebanon 

The CH conference call – a family connected 

  

Alessandra Pasquali: Hello everybody! Boa tarde ao Brasil! bon noit Portugal! Bonsoir a tout le 

monde! 

Michele Sole: Hola a todos ya todas! Good evening and good morning to everyone! 

Alessandra Pasquali: Greetings to you all from the Auditorium at the International Centre of the 

Focolare Movement where with immense joy after so many months we have come back to 

broadcast the CH conference call!! We really missed being in this room! 

Michele Sole: Yes and it is really nice to be able to see each other again ‘live’ and share this 

moment live with our entire global family! 

First of all we want to welcome Emmaus and Jesus who are here with us live! Hello Emmaus, 

hello Jesus! 

Alessandra Pasquali: Welcome.  

As you will see, due to the pandemic still in progress and therefore to respect the safety rules 

some parts of this link up have been pre-recorded ... at Loppiano. Why at Loppiano? 

Michele Sole: It’s obvious! Because the two of us live in Loppiano where the international groups 

Gen Rosso and Gen Verde are based. 

Alessandra Pasquali: And for those who do not yet know us on my left is Michele Sole of Gen 

Rosso. 

Michele Sole: and Alessandra Pasquali of Gen Verde. 

Alessandra Pasquali: Let’s take the opportunity to say hello to our colleagues! Hello! 

Michele Sole: But first we’ll introduce ourselves. I come from the south of Italy, I always liked 

singing. I would have wanted to be on television and I even auditioned for a talent show …. Then 

I met people who told me about Chiara and the charism of unity and I was fascinated. I started 

loving and that was how I found happiness and fulfilment. I’ve been in the focolare a few years 

now and I sing in Gen Rosso. 
 



4 
 

Alessandra Pasquali: I was born in Rome. After graduating in sociology, I fulfilled my dream: to 
become an actress. For 3 years I studied drama. And right within the walls of that drama school I 
understood that if I wanted to be truly happy I had to leave everything for God.  An accomplice in 
this, without knowing it, was a director who told us: if you want to go on stage you must have 
something really important to communicate. In my life the most important thing was finding the 
love of God that completely changed my life! So I out of honesty and passion I found myself saying 
yes to God right there in drama school.   

Michele Sole: We want to start this link up by greeting some of the communities that are 

connected with us live! Yes, because so many communities have contributed to preparing the link 

up, such as those of Lebanon and Nigeria, each bringing their own cultural richness and 

challenges. Thank you all.  

Alessandra Pasquali: Wow!  

Michele: Hello! 

Alessandra:  What a wonderful family we have. Hello everyone! Let’s start with Guatemala City in 

Central America, Lilli; there are many of you there, hi! Hola, qu tal?  

Michele: Hola! 

Alessandra: We know you are part of ‘TOGETHER WE SUPPORT’, a group that is working hard to 

help many people affected by Covid and find themselves in situations of need and poverty. Can 

you tell us what you do? 

Lilina Castañeda (in Italian): ‘INSIEME SOSTENIAMO” TOGETHER WE SUPPORT ‘is our motto. We 

try to listen, understand and respond to concrete needs. We hold online courses in baking, 

drawing, guitar, empanadas and we organize bingo. With the proceeds we were able to help 

several families by bringing them food and money to pay the bills. We were also able to buy 

medical supplies for a health centre. The needs are still many and we - together, in fact, - 

continue to do all we can! 

Michele Sole: Thank you all! Muichas gracias! 

And now let’s go to Bolivia. From Cochabamba Carlos, Lidia, M.Chiara and Fernando are linked up 

with us. 

Maria Chiara (in Spanish): Yes, greetings from our family and from all of the  

All: Hola! Hello! 

Maria Chiara (In Spanish, without translation): Greetings from our family. We are very happy to 

take part in the link up and we send you all our greetings and a hug from all the community in 

Bolivia. 

Alessandra Pasquali: In Quebec, in Canada, there is father Yvon Desormeaux. Salut! 

Yvon Desormeaux (his greeting cannot be heard) 

Michele Sole: The microphone Fr Yvon… Ok let’s go on. 

Alessandra: Yes, let’s go on. 

Michele: Now Africa, in Angola there is the Lukoki family. 
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All: Hello! 

Lena (in Portuguese, without translation): We are Lena  

Alberto: … and Alberto Lukoki. 

Lena (in Portuguese, without translation): We are a couple of Volunteers and are here with some 

of our children and grandchildren.  

Alberto (in Portuguese, without translation): We are happy to be part of this link up. We greet 

with great joy, in the name of the whole Movement in Angola, all Chiara’s children in the whole 

world. 

All: Hello! 

Michele: Muito obrigado, muito obrigado. 

We continue with Africa, we move to South Africa, to Grahamstown (1000 km south of 

Johannesburg). Joana we know that you are there for your studies and like many others you are 

stuck there due to Covid and can't go home.  

Joana (starts with the mic turned off) 

Michele: Joana? 

Alessandra: Joana? 

Michele: Joana, the microphone… 

Joana (in English without translation): Yes, I am really on my own here, but I don’t feel alone 

because I am with all of you. Greetings from the family of the Focolare in South Africa! 

Alessandra: Now let’s see what is happening in the focolare in Cairo in Egypt. What is going on? 

(Music and images) They are enjoying themselves! 

A young man (greetings in Arabic, without translation) 

A young man: A big thank you from Egypt! 

All: Hello! 

Alessandra: Hello! 

Michele: Hello!  

Alessandra: Thank you! 

Michele: And now to Europe… (More greetings from Egypt), a greeting to Portugal to the little 

town called Arco-Iris. 

Ana Maia Matos: Olá a todos, sou a Ana! 

Mário Maia Matos: Hello everyone, I am Mário. In this room, even if we are well spaced out, we 

represent everyone: Gen, adults, priests, families... Greetings to you all!  

All: Hello! 

Michele: Obrigado! 

Tom Lamont (in English without translation): Greetings from the Focolare Family in Scotland. I am 

Tom and this is my family, and my grandchildren, Helena and Felicity. Scotland is a small country 

but with a big heart. We send you our love and unity to all of you in the world. 

 Tutti: Bye! 

Michele: Bye! 
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Alessandra (in English without translation): A big hello to you Tom and we wish all the best to Gina 

that everything will go well with the birth of your most recent grandchild in November.  

Tom (in English without translation): Yes, really!  

Michele: Best wishes Gina-Marie!  

Let’s end this tour around the world with Mitko from Bulgaria. Hi Mitko, nice to see you again! 

We know that you have had a special Mariapolis.... 

Mitko: Yes! Greetings from Sofia! As you know because of the pandemic, we weren’t able to hold 

big events so our Mariapolis was different from usual. We held it in the mountains near a river 

and we were all in tents! There were 20 of us. It was nice to rediscover the presence of God in 

nature and among us; we had the experience of being one big family. 

Michele Sole: Thanks Mitko, greetings to you all! 

Alessandra: Thanks Mitko! 

Padre Yvon, can we hear you? Can you turn on your mic? What can we do? Let’s go ahead. Bye! 

Michele: Greetings to you Fr Yvon. Thanks everyone!  

(People say thank you in different languages) 

 

2. CHIARA LUBICH: UNIVERSAL FRATERNITY 

 
Alessandra Pasquali: On May 8, 2004 in Stuttgart, Germany, Chiara spoke to about 9,000 people 
who had come from many European countries. It was the first “Together for Europe” event. It was 
a historic occasion, in which Chiara offered the key to building peace in Europe, among such varied 
nations, emphasising that universal fraternity can be lived as a program for the whole world. 
 
Michele Sole: And only a few hours ago Pope Francis signed his third encyclical in Assisi which he 
entitled precisely: ‘Fratelli tutti” - on fraternity and social friendship’ and from tomorrow we will be 
able to read the text. You know, it struck me very much that today, even the Pope says that 
fraternity is the only way to overcome the many crises that continue to affect the world.  
Let us now listen to an extract from what Chiara said in Stuttgart: 
 
(Applause and title: Chiara Lubich: An extract from her talk on universal fraternity) 
 
Slide: Stuttgart, May 8, 2004 

 
Chiara Lubich, founder of the Focolare Movement: Universal fraternity is and has been one of 
humankind’s deepest aspirations, and has been present in many great souls.  Martin Luther King, 
Jr. proclaimed, “I have a dream that one day people (…) will come to see that they are made to live 
together as brothers and sisters (…) and brotherhood will be (…) the first order of business on 
every legislative agenda."1 (Applause). 
  

And Mahatma Gandhi, said of himself: “My mission is not merely the brotherhood of 
Indian humanity (…) but through achieving India’s freedom I hope to achieve and progress the 
mission of the brotherhood of man.”2 

                                                           
1Cf MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr., Discorso della Vigilia di Natale 1967 [A Christmas Sermon on Peace 1967], Atlanta, cit. in Il fronte della 

coscienza [The trumpet of conscience], Torino 1968. 
2M.K. GANDHI, Antichi come le montagne [Ancient like the mountains], Milano 1970, p.162. 
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Universal fraternity has also been the aim of people whose motives were not inspired by 
religion. The motto of the French Revolution was: “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.” Although 
many countries have formed democratic governments and have been able to establish, at least in 
part, freedom and equality, they have not yet achieved fraternity, which is more talked about than 
lived. 

The person who proclaimed universal fraternity and showed us how to bring it about was 
Jesus.  By revealing God as our Father he broke down the walls separating people who are the 
“same” from those who are “different”, the walls separating friends from enemies. He freed every 
person from a thousand types of exploitation and slavery and from every unjust relationship, 
bringing about an authentic revolution, one that is existential, cultural and political. 

Many currents of spirituality down through the centuries have sought to carry out this 
revolution. A truly brotherly and sisterly life became, for example, the bold and tenacious dream of 
St. Francis of Assisi and his first companions3. His life was an admirable witness to fraternity that 
embraces all things, not only men and women, but the entire cosmos, including Brother Sun, Sister 
Moon and the stars. 

The tool Jesus gave us to bring about a sense of family in the world is love, a great love, a 
new type of love that’s different from what we usually understand by that word. In fact, Jesus 
transplanted on earth the way love is lived in heaven. This love requires us to love everyone, and 
not just our family and friends; it asks us to love people we like and those we don’t, to love our 
fellow citizens and foreigners, Europeans and immigrants, people from our own church and those 
of other churches, people of our own faith and those of other religions. 

This kind of love asks us to love even our enemies and to forgive them if they have done us 
wrong. What I am talking about is, therefore, a type of love that doesn't differentiate among 
people. It considers those who are physically close to us, but also those we speak or hear about, 
those whom we serve each day with our work, the ones we read about in the papers or see on 
television. Because this is how God our Father loves. He sends sun and rain on all his children - the 
good and the bad, the just and the unjust (Cf Mt. 5:45). 

A second characteristic of this love is to be the first to love.  The love that Jesus brought to 
earth is, in fact, a disinterested love. It doesn’t expect other people to love us, but always takes the 
initiative, just as Jesus himself did when he gave his life for us while we were still sinners, and 
therefore, not loving. … 

The love that Jesus brought on earth is not platonic, sentimental love, or just words. It is a 
concrete love that calls for action. This is possible if we make ourselves all things to all people – to 
be sick with the sick, happy with those who are happy, and be worried, insecure, hungry or poor 
with others.  By feeling what they feel, we then do something for them. 

When this love is lived by more than one person, it becomes reciprocal. This is what Jesus 
emphasized the most. He said, “Love one another as I have loved you” (cf. Jn. 13:34). This is the 
commandment he called his own and “new”. 

It’s not only individuals who are called to live reciprocal love, but also entire groups, 
movements, cities, regions and states. Our modern times demand that the disciples of Jesus 
acquire a Christian social conscience. It is more than ever necessary to love other countries as our 
own. 

This love, that reaches perfection when it is mutual, reveals the true power of Christianity 
because it brings about the very presence of Jesus among us here on earth.  Didn’t Jesus say, 
“Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt. 

                                                           
3Cf card. R. Etchegaray, Omelia in occasione del Giubileo della Famiglia francescana [Homily on the occasion of the Jubilee of the 

Franciscan Family], in «L'Osservatore Romano», 12 aprile 2000, p.8. 
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18:20)? Isn’t this promise a guarantee that fraternity can become a reality? If he, our brother par 
excellence, is with us, how can we not feel that we are brothers and sisters to one another? 
(Applause). 

May the Holy Spirit help us all to form in the world, wherever we are, zones of universal 
fraternity, which grow and grow by living the love that Jesus brought down from heaven. 
(Applause). 
 
 

3. ACTS OF FRATERNITY – PART 1  

Alessandra Pasquali: “Concrete love means being practical and this is possible if we make 

ourselves all things to all people”, as Chiara said just now.   

We wanted to start the link up with Chiara because her words are truly the "guiding star" of the 

stories and news we will be seeing now. In these stories the people involved have "dared to care" 

for others. Dare to care is the motto of the Pathway that the young people of the Focolare have 

launched for us all this year and which will gather up all that everyone does to help, support and 

rebuild.  

Michele Sole: “What can I do to reach out to others? What are the needs in my city, or my school 

during the pandemic?" These are just a few of the questions that the people in our first three 

stories asked themselves in Texas, Brazil and Germany.  

Then we will move to Nigeria where we enter the life of community of the Focolare and see what 

they are doing to respond to the problems and pain of those around them. Let's watch. 

(Music) 

 
Fr Clint Ressler-USA (in English): When the pandemic struck I wanted to do something to help 
people. Many people were feeling disconnected and helpless and so was I to tell you the truth. 
People were stuck at home and feeling lonely. I got the inspiration to combine exercise and visits 
to the people of my parish here in Texas. 
So I put a message out on social media that I'd be riding my bicycle and wanted to visit them. One 
of the deacons showed me how to use an application available on the Internet to upload the 
addresses and to make unique maps for each day's route. I really like seeing the look on the faces 
of people when I show up to their door and they see the priest there wearing shorts and riding a 
bike.  
As a parish priest I never really thought of myself as a missionary. In fact instead of going out to 
the people I was accustomed to people coming to me at the parish. But once I started visiting 
people on the bike I realized how simple but powerful it is to be a missionary in your own town. 
Pope Francis has been inviting us all to be missionary disciples and I think the pandemic has really 
given us an opportunity to put that into practice. Suddenly we moved from a model of the parish 
being where people come to us to one in which the parish goes to the people.  
Each day I find myself meeting Jesus himself in my neighbour. We talk, we pray, we laugh a bit. 
Maybe we take a selfie. I see how these simple things strengthen the bonds of our communion in 
the Mystical Body of Christ. Just being present to each other from a safe social distance. 

(Music) 
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Márcia Sewaybricker, Sorocaba, Brazil: We are Marcia and Luiz and we have five children. During 
this time we are at home with our youngest daughter Gabriela. The pandemic has hit Brazil hard, 
further highlighting already existing inequalities. We have a small business that produces cakes 
and homemade bread. Knowing that many people were in trouble, Luiz had the idea of making 
bread to give to these families. As we couldn’t afford to bake a huge amount, we shared this idea 
with a WhatsApp group. The response has been amazing. 
 
Luiz Sewaybricker, Sorocaba, Brazil: We contacted public bodies and organizations that knew 
families in difficulty. In one parish they told us that when they visited families to tell them how to 
avoid infection, they discovered that many of them had no soap and no masks at all to protect 
themselves. As well as working with me in the bakery, Gabriela offered to make soap out of used 
cooking oil. My wife Marcia started sewing masks, so we can give these families soap and masks as 
well as bread. 
Gabriela Sewaybricker, Sorocaba, Brazil: The solidarity bakery keeps going. There are obstacles 
and problems but God always intervenes at the right time with unexpected solutions. So far we’ve 
produced 2,200 loaves, 1900 bars of soap and 900 masks. We’re working with eleven 
organizations that reach over 250 families, plus the homeless and the children at an orphanage.  
Márcia Sewaybricker, Sorocaba, Brazil: We experience that even when we ourselves have big 
problems, we can still do something for others. 
Just make the first move. And as someone said, we become that wind that creates the waves of 
supportive love. 

(Music) 

 
Ulrike Comes, Solingen Germany: My name is Ulrike and I teach maths and physics at a high school 
in Solingen, Germany. 
Shortly before the Easter holidays, schools were closed overnight. No one was prepared for this 
situation and it was immediately clear that a lot of creativity was now needed. I was the teacher 
who knew about the Zoom platform. So, after a while, I was able to run my classes online, and I 
helped several colleagues to do the same. 
At first we sent study materials by email, but we soon realized that it was too little, especially for 
those with learning difficulties. So I prepared video recordings at home, explaining the homework 
and mathematical formulas. I also went to school to film physics experiments to share online. 
For many families, school closures were really hard, especially for those with several children. To 
relieve the parents of this difficulty, we met online with groups of 3 or 4 students at least twice a 
week, to keep up the contact with them and talk about homework. Since there is usually not 
enough time to talk at school, spending more time with my students was a new experience. 
 
Despite all the negative aspects of the pandemic, I personally have seen positive aspects as well. 
For me it is a constant challenge to set aside my routines and the things I feel sure about and be 
ready to help others with creative love. I discovered that all this is also a source of joy. 

(Music) 

 

3. #DARETOCARE IN NIGERIA  

(Music) 

Speaker:  In Nigeria – and all over the world – there are people open to the power of God’s love 
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in society. They act for the Common Good. They are “active citizens”. 

They dare to care 

Josephine Madu, Casa Alba, Expert in Batik Designs: Black is bold. Black is beautiful. It’s not just a 

colour. It’s an attitude! 

When you use it correctly, with love, it brings out all the other colours, and enables them to 

shine and radiate. 

 (Music and slide: Abuja, Nigeria) 

Speaker: Offers of work in international I.T. could not stop this young Nigerian from choosing to 

work to improve his own country. 

Samuel Robert Kwasari MD, SCL Nigeria & CEO, Be The Help Foundation: Now Nigeria is 200 

million and maybe even more. So we have to think about food sufficiency, about agriculture. And 

we are starting from the root, the subsistence farmer, the rural farmers. These are the farmers 

who should be empowered. We won’t be able to help all the farmers, but we are trying one 

village at a time to help the farmers grow profitably.  

 (Shots of the place) 

I’ve been head-hunted before for some other jobs, but my heart is here. From the start, we had a 

vision to try to get people out of poverty in any way that we can help. This place can be a 

reference point in the future. From the time now that it’s being called a jungle, to a time it will 

become a model that people can come to see, that we can teach people how to practice 

agriculture in a meaningful and sustainable way. 

(Music and slide: Onitsha) 

Speaker: Going South East to the great market city of Onitsha. Like every city, there are those 

who struggle. Here’s someone who knows how to get things moving. 

Regina Amede Akudu “Mama Regina” Founder, Crown of Thorns Soup Kitchen, Onitsha: I have a 

dream of a world that is trending towards perfection, where the whole world will have an 

equitable distribution of all the resources endowed by the Almighty God. So everybody gets what 

they need. 

Mrs Clara Osemenam Collaborator, Crown of Thorns Soup Kitchen: Mama Regina has a passion 

for the poor among us, especially the beggars. So she now tries to feed them. We started with 

about 50. We now feed about 300 around Onitsha. 

Delphine Asu Broadcaster and Content Creator: Wow! 

Mrs Clara: Mama provides for the money. I help in preparing the food free of charge. And we 

have other groups that help with distribution of the food. If we will allow only the government to 

do these things, I don’t think they will reach to these poor people on the streets. So we have to 

go down, out there, meet them and help in any little way we can, any! 

Mama Regina: See how hungry people are! Particularly in this time of the pandemic. You will see 

the necessity of the continuation. 

I believe when God inspires something, he upholds it. Because this thing, mysteriously, is still 

going on. 

Those children, I want to get out of the streets and into the schools. Then those people who are 
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begging, some of them who can, I want to get them to learn trades, get out of the streets and go 

and do something for themselves instead of begging. 

Joseph Johnson Osayande Supporter, Crown of Thorns Soup Kitchen: The biggest lesson in life is 

NEVER under-rate anybody. That child that is carried by a beggar, that is begging for food, may 

eventually become the President of this country. 

Speaker: Still in Onitsha, young people are driving ahead for a better and more sustainable 

future: Casa Alba Batik and Sewing Training Centre. 

Chinasa Blessing Okafor Casa Alba trainee: I’m currently working at Casa Alba. I’ve been working 

here close to 2 years and it has really been a very wonderful experience for me, both spiritually 

and skilfully. Being here has really given me great strength and courage to be more than I think 

that I can be. We have been learning how to sew. There are many aspects here, like dyeing 

section, tie-ing section, waxing and then sewing. I can even sew a perfectly well-designed gown 

that when you see, you will love it! 

 (Music) 

Roseline Chigozie Onuorah Fashion Designer: I’m starting my career in fashion, launching new 

designs. So then I thought of coming to Casa Alba, where I learnt my first sewing, to teach. You 

know, in fashion, every day we keep learning! 

 (Slide: 25th Anniversary of Casa Alba) 

 (Shots of the place) 

Speaker: Celebrating 25 years of empowerment! 

 (Shots of the place, music and slide: Abuja, Nigeria) 

Speaker: This professional architect is now designing villas in the Federal Capital Abuja. 

But she could never forget the widows in her home village near Jos. 

Chundung [Tutu] Gyang Architect and Founder of the Jos Acha project: Growing up in Jos, it was a 

very peaceful place. We didn’t know who was who. It didn’t really matter to us. But then with the 

crisis, there’s now segregation. We don’t trust one another anymore. Then it puts a lot of people 

in need. People became very desperate. People were suffering. And the crisis also led to a lot of 

killings, where men mostly were killed. So the wives had to become the bread-winners. So I 

thought in my own little way, I should help. 

Delphine: You could have just been another Town Lady coming to visit the village and going back. 

But you took a step further... 

Chundung: I went back to my community in Jos, where the grain is grown. And with the help of 

my late Mum, I started a project of processing Acha, to create jobs, to solve problems of poverty. 

I thought that most of these women who have lost their husbands and are predominantly 

subsistence farmers, why don’t we engage them in processing this crop which they grow and 

people need? 

Life isn’t constant. It’s always full of changes. Like, I had my parents and suddenly I don’t have my 

parents anymore. And then some of those people are the ones that came to comfort me in my 

time of need. 

Delphine: You know how at times, especially in a developing nation like Nigeria, you wonder are  
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we ever going to get there? Are we ever going to achieve that: “OK we are developed: we have 

leaders that care about the people”? How can we be citizens and still be citizens “with love” in 

our hearts? 

Chundung: As Nigerians, a very diverse country, we have every reason not to be united. But at 

the same time, in our diversity is our unity. So we need to accept everybody for who he is, where 

he comes from. And the things we don’t want people to do unto us, we shouldn’t do unto them. 

Delphine: The Golden Rule. 

Chundung: Yes, the Golden Rule. We should remember that we are accountable. All of us are on 

earth for a purpose. So maybe we should actually see God’s face: what are WE supposed to do? 

We may have our ideas, but it may not be what God wants for us. 

Delphine: Are you saying: what God wants for us – as a Nation? 

Chundung: As individuals. Because individuals make up the nation. 

Delphine: True! 

Chundung: So if each person does the right thing, collectively we’re doing good. But if each 

person does bad, collectively we’re doing wrong. So we have to start from ourselves. 

(Music) 

Ada: Say it from the inside! 

Benjamin: Hey! Up the volume on “daretocare” in Nigeria! (Music) 

 

Alessandra Pasquali: Thank you, thank you so much for sending these reports. You have really 

shared something of your lives with us. Thanks especially, to Anne, Delphine, and all those who 

helped make the report from Nigeria; Luiz, Gabriela, Marcia from Brazil; Ulrike from Germany, 

Father Clint from Texas.  

 

5. ITALY: THE WELCOME AND SOLIDARITY CENTRE IN ASCOLI PICENO (PAS) 

Alessandra: And ... now we are going somewhere nearer here, to Ascoli Piceno, in central Italy 

and to get to know the "Welcome and solidarity centre" a network of associations that are 

working to respond to their city's problems. 

(Music and slide: Ascoli Piceno, Italy) 

Lorenzo Russo: I’m in Ascoli Piceno, a beautiful city set like a jewel in the Marche region of 

central Italy. The city has many magnificent monuments, towers, bell towers, palaces and squares 

entirely covered with travertine marble. Yet behind these walls there significant social problems. 

This is well known to the volunteers of the P.A.S. association who work every day to help those in 

need.  

(Music) 
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Pino Felicetti, President of the Welcome and Solidarity Center: The PAS association was founded 

after a lot of networking. In 2015 we invited Vera Araujo to come here and talk at a seminar, a 

conference entitled “Love overcomes poverty”. She said: “I think here - she told us – it should be 

possible to create a good network to help people in social distress”. And those were prophetic 

words. 

Carla Meletti, Volunteer Polo Hospitality and Solidarity:  MARY: Our life started precisely from 

learning to know each other, to respect each other, and appreciate the experiences and skills of 

each; of people who had probably worked in this field better and for longer than we had so as to 

try and combat poverty. 

 Pino Felicetti, President of the Hospitality and Solidarity Center:  Today seventeen associations 

are involved. From the beginning we said: we want to get together to do more than we can do on 

our own. We want to generate this added value through the relationships among us.  

Carla Meletti, Volunteer Polo Hospitality and Solidarity:  What was our contribution 

fundamentally? That of knowing how to bring people together, which is the experience we’ve 

acquired from the charism of unity. From the first group of a few associations, today there are 17 

groups and associations working in this place that was given to us by the Diocese with a 

significant contribution by the Savings Bank of Ascoli, both of which realised the importance of 

what we wanted to do.  

Pino Felicetti, President of the Hospitality and Solidarity Center:  One morning a homeless man  

showed up, one of those who really don’t want to know about being helped. He was in tears 

because he had very bad toothache. So we immediately welcomed him. During the day he was 

treated and gradually felt better. The next day he came back to thank us; he was happy and now 

he comes regularly to be helped in different ways. That shows how love is personal, for each one. 

It has to be tailored and geared to the person in front of you and their real needs. 

Cesidio Baligioni, Volunteer Polo welcome and solidarity:  Lunch today is: first course pasta with 

tomato sauce, with a side dish of courgettes and potatoes, while the second course is fried 

turnovers. Yesterday we prepared 65 meals and so we’re doing the same number today 

presuming that they will all come. Of course, there might be a few more or a few less. But we 

always have a pan available, to make more if need be. 

Barbara D’Erasmo, Volunteer Polo Hospitality and Solidarity:  When I discovered this association, 

I said to myself: well, I want to do something here, together with my young children of course. So 

it was nice because I joined this association in February and in March there was this COVID thing, 

and then the lockdown. We stayed on here of course, acting responsibly with all the various 

precautions, but it went well. Sometimes we made more than 80 meals a day, so this service 

could not be closed, it had to continue. 

The start of the Welcome and Solidarity Centre in my opinion was something fantastic because 

there were all these various associations but each of them was working on its own. Instead, 

together, it becomes a fantastic service because we join forces, we join forces and so we know 

that it is one thing to work alone and another thing to work together: you can do much, much 

more. 



14 
 

Pino Felicetti, President of the Hospitality and Solidarity Center:  We see it as the path to a united 

world in a small land area, obviously: it’s just the beginnings of fraternity in a particular place. 

And the idea is that we don’t build a united world on our own but we are only… We help in some 

way, we are only the stewards of this united world, and we build it up in some way.  

(Music) 

Michele Sole: And here we are back live! We thank Pino Felicetti and all the collaborators in 

Ascoli for the extraordinary work they do. For those wishing to know more, they can go to the 

website of the Hospitality and Solidarity Center. Link:  www.pas-ap.it 

 

6. GEN VERDE AND GEN ROSSO 

 

Alessandra Pasquali: We are half way through our journey around the world, an entire world 

affected by the pandemic and, even with this link up, we realize how much it has totally changed 

everyone’s life and also that of people engaged in theatre and show business. We too have had 

to postpone national and international tours and wondered how to go on. And we’ve invented all 

sorts of ways to stay close to our audience. 
Michele Sole: The lockdown was a difficult period for us too, with much uncertainty, but we 

didn’t stop. We tried to be close to everyone with our songs, via streaming and live broadcasts.  

 

I remember a friend of ours from a city in northern Italy wrote to us as soon as he came out of 

hospital where he had had Covid and nearly died. He said that when he was on the ventilator he 

watched our live streaming and it gave him strength to fight on! 

 

In fact, building fraternity is one of the objectives of Gen Rosso, made up today of 22 people of 

11 nationalities. Now I would like to show you some footage of our latest song that’s called 

‘Shock of the World’. And it speaks of the need to take care of creation with concrete actions to 

save nature and therefore all of humanity. 

 
(Extract video clip of Gen Rosso) 

Alessandra Pasquali: Thanks Michele, thanks Gen Rosso for this song that encourages us to get 

involved personally to save the Earth. 

For us too at Gen Verde the lockdown was a special time. In March we were on tour in Spain and 

we had to leave the country in a hurry. We found Italy in quarantine. Imagine the anxiety we felt 

waiting for news of our families: there are 19 of us and we’re from 14 countries. In the hardest 

months we met a lot of people through phone calls, zooms and streaming. We wrote new lyrics, 

and songs. And this creative phase continues.  

Now I want you to listen to part of a song called ‘Vincent’s song (You did it to me)’. We were 

supposed to sing it for the first time live in New York at the concert starting a tour in the USA. But 

it was all postponed! This song has written due to our collaboration in recent years with the 

Vincentian family. It highlights the harmony between the Chiara’s charism and that of St. Vincent 

de Paul. It is an invitation to see Jesus in others; to take care of everyone, without differentiating!  

(Extract video clip of Gen Verde) 
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Michele Sole: Thanks Ale, thanks Gen Verde for this song that reminds us never to forget the 

poor and those who need us most. 

Alessandra Pasquali: Thank you all for listening and for your support. Never as in this moment do 

we feel that our artistic vocation brings social responsibility with it.  

Michele Sole: As you can see from the graphics, if you want to continue following us and not miss 

our news, here are all the social networks we are in. You can of course also find us on the music 

platforms. Stay tuned! 

 

7. ACTS OF FRATERNITY – PART 2 

Alessandra Pasquali: Sometimes it seems that all the bad things make a lot of noise, that they are 

stronger than what is good, and instead, there is goodness, as we will see in the next brief 

stories. It’s all about having the courage to start.  

Michele Sole: That’s true and the next reports speak of courage. Now we will see three short 

stories from Brazil, Australia and Vietnam.  

It was with great joy that on 11th August we celebrated Danilo Zanzucchi’s 100th birthday. He 

and his wife Anna Maria were responsible for the New Families Movement for over 40 years. We 

went to visit them at their home in Grottaferrata. But first let’s hear the three short reports. 

(Music) 

 

Rita Bersch – Porto Alegre (in Portuguese): I am a physiotherapist and I work in the field of 

assistive technology. Assistive technology is an area of knowledge that supports people with 

disabilities in carrying out daily activities such as nutrition, hygiene, movement and even 

communication. 

Due to the coronavirus, people with severe respiratory problems and consequently with 

communication problems continue to arrive in hospitals. 

In this local and global situation, together with a group of friends we decided to share our 

knowledge, precisely in order to help when speaking becomes impossible. In practice we create 

alternative communication tables, which are simple resources like this, with graphic symbols that 

the patients can choose to express what they want to say. Pointing here, for example, the person 

can say: "I am out of breath", "I’m in pain", "I feel sick", "I am tired" or "I am afraid." 

In the other group there are requests and questions: "I need help", "Call the doctor", "Call my 

family", "How am I doing?" Since the patient cannot use a dictionary or does not know some 

terms, we have created a grid with letters where they can write the word they want to say. And 

also an outline of a human body. So that, after having highlighted the symptom or pain, they can 

show the part where this symptom is felt and its intensity. Considering that this epidemic is 

global and that these resources could help people around the world, we have translated it into 

different languages such as Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, French, English, German ... Everyone 

can access the archives of this material, print it, classify it and offer it to the health services of 

your cities. We are very happy to know that this resource has already arrived in many hospitals, 

health centres and ambulances throughout Brazil. We have received reports of how the 

relationship between the patient and the healthcare staff is changing and is better informed, 
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finding that this simple resource makes it possible to establish a new type of communication and 

provide more adequate care. And on the part of the patients, they are relieved of the anguish 

and tension of not being able to communicate. 

(Music) 

Vince Fazio – Australia (in English): At the beginning of this pandemic, back in March, we received 

an email from our parish asking for people to stay in contact with our elderly parishioners to 

make sure they would feel connected to the parish life, to whom many of them had given so 

much of their lives. 

I responded to this very happily and every Saturday I started contacting these people. I had a list 

of 12 names to call regularly. I did not know any of them and neither did they, so the first 

conversations were very quick, with not much in depth conversation because they didn’t feel 

very comfortable.  

As time went by these experiences changed completely as we became to feel so much more 

connected. There was a feeling of family amongst us, and they looked forward to my call every 

Saturday morning. And if I happened to be running late, they would get a bit concerned.  

I’d just like to share one particular experience with one of the elderly people. A lady due to her 

deteriorating health condition she suffers from acute pain constantly. I can feel that in the sound 

of her voice when I talk to her.  So I make a point to make sure that before I finish the 

conversation with her she feels a little bit more relaxed and more at peace. And I often tell her  

that God loves us so much and that we can carry on together. This gives her a sense of peace and 

we can carry on the conversation more freely. 

We are looking forward to the time when we can actually meet each other face to face and really 

get to know each other much better and we look forward to keep building this family that we 

have already been building.   

(Music) 

 

Win: Hello I’m Win from Vietnam. I am here with my family and I want to tell you about my 

experience. 

Last summer, a friend gave me some money to be used to help feed the children belonging to 

some minority ethnic groups in the highlands. In the past, we have done this outreach activity 

with my family and friends every time we go back to the town where I was born for the holidays. 

It makes me happy to see them happy. With my dad, we thought of doing it again this summer. 

As I was working out the cost of helping around 200 children, I realized that the money we had 

was not enough. 

Then I remembered I had been given some extra allowance from my parents as a reward for 

having very good grades at school last year. My dad had once asked me if I was happy with that 

reward and I had said ‘yes’. Then he had suggested, “Why don’t you share your happiness with 

other children?” 

At first, I’d thought of using the money to buy all the things I wanted. Then I felt Jesus was telling 

me: if you give, you will also receive more in return. So I decided to use my personal allowance to 

complete the shortfall in my budget. 
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With the help of my uncle who is a priest, we were able to distribute really good snacks to these 

children on a Sunday after Mass. It was also a chance to remind them to throw away the rubbish 

properly as a way of caring for the environment. They were all cooperative and very happy. 

I think I would like to do this more in the future. The happiness I felt was indeed the hundredfold 

I received from Jesus in return for what I had given.  

Thank you! 

(Music) 

 

8. COURAGE!! DANILO ZANZUCCHI’S HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY 

 

Danilo: “Have I turned 100?” 

Anna Maria: “Oh, yes, you have ... you have…”  

Danilo: “A hundred? Can it be true?”  

Anna Maria: “It is.”  

Danilo: “It’s true, it’s true ... Hurray!”  

Anna Maria: “Cheers!” (Music) 

 

Speaker:  Danilo Zanzucchi and his wife Anna Maria were among the first couples to get to know 

the Focolare in the 1950s.   

 

Slide: Anna Maria and Danilo Zanzucchi  

 

Danilo:  I have always trusted Anna Maria and she has always trusted me, even when I was wrong.  

But it’s true, it’s true, we love each other. And the message that we can leave to our children, our 

relatives and the people who know us ... is this: love one another, because this love remains, even 

beyond, even in Heaven, it will remain in Heaven too. And when we are there, we will be glad that 

we loved each other.  

(Music) 

 

Speaker: For his 100th birthday, many families around the world showed their affection and 

gratitude with a celebration via streaming. He also received birthday greetings from Pope Francis, 

from the President and the co-President of the Focolare, and from the Mayor of Grottaferrata who 

rejoiced with this citizen who came to the Castelli Romani a few decades ago from the north of 

Italy where he was born. (Music) 

 

Speaker:  As a young man Danilo lived through the war, and was twice almost miraculously saved 

from death. Those experiences left him with a great love for life.  

 

Danilo: It was the spring of 1950 I was a young engineer and had started work in the construction 

industry in Milan. I went for my meals to a canteen named after “Cardinal Ferrari”. There, I always 

saw a group of young people, gathered together. 
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One evening one of them came over to my table. It was 7 in the evening, and I wanted to go to 

bed early. I was very tired after work. That man was Guglielmo Boselli and he said to me: 

“Zanzucchi, this evening a young lady from Trent is coming to share a new experience. Would you 

like to come?”  

Out of politeness I said: “I’ll come!” And I went. That young lady was Ginetta Calliari and she told 

the story of the early days of the Movement to this group of young people.  

What remained in my soul, very strongly, was that we need to love God with all our heart, all our 

soul, all our strength.  

(Music) 

Speaker:  Some time later he and Anna Maria got married. On deepening their knowledge of the 

charism of unity, they understood that God was calling them to give themselves to Him as married 

focolarini, a path that was very new for the Church.  

 Slide: Rocca di Papa, 18 April 2011 

Danilo:  In 1962 the Church gave its approval of the Focolare Movement, the Holy Office approved 

it after studying it for a long time. But we married focolarini were not included. Then Chiara 

commissioned Igino Giordani, Spartaco Lucarini and I to go and plead our case before those who 

represented the Church for us. A Capuchin Father listened to us very kindly but basically he told 

us: “I understand your aspirations, but this inclusion of married couples in a religious community, 

as the focolare proposed at the time, is not possible, I can’t help you.” We went back to Chiara like 

beaten dogs, with our tails between our legs. Chiara saw us, she smiled and said: “Your vocation is 

written in Heaven, it is not written in the Codes of Canon Law.” And after two years the Code of 

Canon Law was changed and we entered the focolare with all rights.  

(Applause and music) 

 

Speaker:  Danilo continued his career: he was a highly esteemed engineer, a local councillor, and 

very much engaged in the local Church, but when Chiara Lubich asked him to move to the Castelli 

Romani to be able to work on the building of the new Focolare centre, he and Anna Maria 

accepted this invitation without hesitation. He also worked at Città Nuova as a lay-out designer. 

 

Danilo:  After working for Città Nuova for 10 years, Chiara asked us to work for the families more 

directly. And this too was a formidable experience because it meant travelling around the world, 

to meet families from all continents and contexts. But the impression we have every time we 

travel is that we are at home everywhere in the world, because the family that Chiara has built is a 

universal family. (Music) 

Speaker: Among Danilo’s great passions is that of drawing and painting. 

Danilo:  It’s something I inherited from my mother. Then Chiara saw this artistic trait in me and 

entrusted me, for example, with our contacts with people in the world of art. 

Danilo:  So, this is an opportunity to send a greeting, a message to everyone who has been part of 

our adventure. Courage, always courage, always, always, always courage. Because when we come 

to the end of life we will be asked, did you have courage? If we have answered yes we will be 

happy.  

 Music and text: Koraggio a tutti del Collegamento! 
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Alessandra Pasquali: Thank you Danilo and Anna Maria, thanks for your courage which helps us 

keep going! And thanks also to Rita Bersch from Brazil, Vince Fazio in Australia, and the Nguyen 

family from Ho Chi Min City, for telling us their stories. 

 

9. TV MOVIE ABOUT CHIARA LUBICH: an interview with Saverio D’Ercole 

Alessandra: Perhaps many of you already know that for some months now, a film for Italian 

television inspired by the life of Chiara Lubich has been in the making. No doubt many of us, and I 

for sure, have been wondering who is making this film, and if it covers Chiara's whole life or just a 

few years... and we’d like to know whether it’s a documentary or not. To answer many of these 

questions, we went to see Saverio D'Ercole, the creative producer at Casanova Multimedia who, 

with Rai Fiction, has produced this TV movie about Chiara. 

 
(Shots of the place, music and slide: Rome - Italy) 

 

Stefania Tanesini (in Italian) Casanova Multimedia is the production company collaborating with 
national Italian television department Rai Fiction to produce a TV movie on Chiara Lubich, founder 
of the Focolare Movement. 
Voice on the set (Male): Movimento! Azione!   
Stefania Tanesini: They’ve just finished filming on location around Trent and Rome. And we’re now 
eagerly awaiting the announcement of when the film will be broadcast on Rai Uno, Italy’s major 
national network. 
Saverio D’Ercole is Creative Producer at Casanova Multimedia. His job is overseeing the artistic 
perspective of the whole film process, from conception to transmission, keeping a particular eye 
on the construction of the storyline. 
Stefania Tanesini Collegamento CH: Saverio, you’ve been working in this field for 24 years now. 
You’ve worked on around 40 film and television projects, including some high profile productions 
like Coco Chanel, War and Peace, and a program on John Paul II. I imagine this film on Chiara 
Lubich must be very special for you? 
Saverio D’Ercole, Creative Producer, Casanova Multimedia (Italian): I got to know Chiara’s Ideal 
when I was 11 years old, so that’s practically my whole life. From the first time I heard Chiara tell 
us about how “everything collapsed”, that she told often, I could see it in my imagination. So I’ve 
always hoped to be able to see this happen. It was an absolute dream for me to be part of the 
team creating a film of this kind. 

(Music) 
A few years ago, the former director of Rai Fiction, Tinny Andreatta said she wanted to tell the 
stories of great Italian women, both past and present. That was when a group of us began to think 
it was the right time to propose the figure of Chiara. I must also thank two of RAI’s managers, 
Nicola Claudio and Fabrizio Zappi, because they immediately welcomed and encouraged this 
project. We’ve worked on it together for 3 years. Special thanks are due to our Producer Luca 
Barbareschi of Casanuova – Eliseo Fiction, because, despite the great economic challenges of this 
film, he was determined to bring it ahead, stating clearly it was because of “the content the film 
conveys”. 
Stefania Tanesini: To condense the life of a complex figure like Chiara Lubich into a film of an hour 
and a half can’t have been easy. I expect you had to make difficult choices. What guided your 
decisions about what to include in telling Chiara’s story? 
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(Music) 
Saverio D’Ercole Selecting material to fit in 90 or 100 minutes of film was extremely difficult. Of 
course the writers played a key role, Giacomo Campiotti - who is also an extraordinary director – 
with Luisa Cotta Ramosino and Lea Tafuri, who were later joined by Francesco Arlanch.  

 
We really struggled to put the story together. There was a real risk it would be a long list of events 
without actually becoming a story. As we gradually narrowed things down, we understood that 
probably the heart of the story was in the 1940s. So, with great sadness in some respects, we 
decided to concentrate on those years, with a narrative framework in the 1950s – the years Chiara  
was under study by the Holy Office. But the heart of the story, 80%, takes place in Trent between 
1943 and 1946. 
We’re dealing with fiction here, NOT a documentary. I want to make this very clear because 
people may come to it with the wrong expectations. It’s fiction. So this involves a certain amount 
of inventiveness to be able to create an attractive story. But we’ve worked to respect the true 
story, focusing on the pillars which are the main events of Chiara’s story. 

(Music)  
Stefania Tanesini: Chiara is played by a well-known Italian actress, Cristiana Capotondi who has 
immersed herself in Chiara’s life which, as we said, is both long and complex. Which ‘Chiara’ 
emerges in this film? 
Saverio D’Ercole: Let me clear this up from the start. I think I can say that it’s the Chiara of 
Giacomo Campiotti, the writer, co-writer and director, and of Cristiana Capotondi. 

This is very important, because neither of them knew the Movement before, or they may 
have heard of it, but only in a general superficial way. So it was from their perspective from 
outside – and this is really important – that we approached Chiara. Each of them did this, with 
their own professionalism and their own talent. And I think it’s the combination of Giacomo’s 
artistic dimension as co-writer and as director, with Cristiana’s interpretation of the role, that I 
believe has given life to a quite extraordinary Chiara.  

So I think the right thing for each of us to do is to set aside our own image of Chiara, even 
people like me who knew her personally, in order to project ourselves into this artistic encounter, 
made with great honesty, sincerity and depth by Giacomo and Cristiana.  
Stefania Tanesini: One last question for you, Saverio, that everyone is asking. When will this film 
being shown and will it be broadcast only in Italy or also abroad? 
Saverio D’Ercole: I think the film will be ready for transmission early next year, 2021. As regards 
worldwide distribution, naturally we’d be delighted for this to happen! However, that depends on 
distribution rights being taken up by broadcast platforms around the world. 
Stefania Tanesini: Thanks Saverio. Good luck for the final stages. Thanks to you and let’s keep in 
touch! 
Saverio D’Ercole: Yes! Absolutely.  

(Music) 
 

10. HOPE FOR LEBANON 

Michele Sole: Chiara's story began many years ago under the bombs of the Second World War. 

Unfortunately, still today there are places in the world where the ideal of fraternity is being lived 

out among the rubble of destroyed cities. From Beirut in Lebanon people from of the Focolare 

community tell us how they are experiencing this particularly tough moment in their history after 

the explosion that destroyed the port and damaged various districts in the city on the 4th of 

August. 
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  Slide: On the 4 the of August a blast hits the port of Beirut in the heart of the city 

Nour Bouzamel (in French) On the day of the explosion, I was at my friend's house, less than a 

kilometre from the port. Everything happened in perfect timing, where one second more or less 

would have been fatal.  

We found ourselves in the dark, covered in dust and surrounded by smoke. A woman approached 

us in tears, asking for help with her injured foot. We helped her find a way out of the city using 

shortcuts that we knew, as the main roads were completely blocked. 

Salim Khouri: (in Arabic)   

The day of the explosion started out like any other day. I was at work, in Down Town in front of 

the port. About 6:05 p.m. the explosion happened. I remember we were all sitting in our offices, 

and afterwards we looked at each other without understanding what happened. After the 

second explosion I saw that the glass in the window next to me was broken, if I had still been 

sitting there I would have been hurt. To this day I can still hear the sirens sounding my ears. 

Georgette Mailhac (in Arabic)   

This tragedy has happened at one of the most difficult times in our history. For over a year now 

we have been experiencing an economic and political crisis like never before. Moreover, the 

Lebanese currency has suffered a terrible collapse, losing more than 80% of its value, without 

forgetting the difficult situation caused by the Coronavirus pandemic. 

For me it was a very big shock and I felt as if something broke inside me. I lost hope in the future. 

How can we still believe in a future when every time we build something everything collapses? 

Nour Bouzamel (in French) When the explosion happened, I faced death. I had a strange feeling 

that my life on earth was over. For several seconds I was afraid. But at that very moment I heard 

this voice inside me telling me that my life here was not over: "God is with us and he loves us, he 

never abandons anyone". That's when I really understood what it means to entrust your life to 

God. 
 

Georgette Mailhac (in Arabic) The one thing that really gave me hope was Pope Francis' words 

addressed to the Lebanese people and the whole world that gave us a glimpse of being able to see 

beyond what we are living in the present moment. 

Pope Francis: Dear brothers and sisters, after the tragedy that struck the city of Beirut, my 

thoughts turn once again to Lebanon. 

(Music) 
Salim Khouri: (in Arabic):  The next day, as soon as I woke up, I immediately talked about it with 

the young people, all the ones I knew, because I felt we had to do something concrete to help the 

people of Gemmayze, Quarantina, Beirut, the areas most affected. I sent my employer a message 

that I would not be going to work and that I wasn't sure how best to do it, perhaps taking a day off 

because I wanted to go and help. We didn't know what we were going to do, we just wanted to 

help whoever was there. At the end of the day my boss called me and thanked me for my decision. 

He added that he wouldn’t count that as a day off because he understood how serious the 

situation was and how much help was needed. 
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(Music) 

Marie Claire Amidi (in Arabic):  After a few days, even though we were actually helping, I felt 

frustrated that we had done so little. I said to myself: maybe these people need more dedication, 

more support, and I can give so little, and in my own way, through small things like fixing the 

curtains, sweeping, or just sitting and listening to people and building a relationship with them. I 

realized this was what they really what they needed, that they felt love and found dignity after 

having really lost everything. 

Georgette Mailhac (in Arabic) Here in Lebanon there are also "sponsorship" initiatives that support 

more than 100 families in these times of crisis. Hot food and other basic necessities are still being 

distributed to families in need. 

Marie Claire Amidi (in Arabic):  Of course, perhaps there is no hope, but we continue to look for it 

together, and we continue to believe that despite all the destruction and death, despite the pain, 

there is love, there is unity and there is a beautiful future that we can discover. 

(Music) 

Alessandra Pasquali: Thanks to Nour, Georgette, Salim and Marie Claire, and also Heraldo and Rita 

who made this report in Beirut, in conditions that are certainly not easy, thanks very much! 

Michele Sole: We are with you all and many people have shown this by making donations through 

the Emergency Coordination of the Focolare Movement which immediately activated the first aid 

that was sent and now through Action for a United World and the New Families Association is 

starting rebuilding work in the apartments and shops and also provides help to children who have 

to follow school at a distance. 

Fundraising is still active and anyone wishing to contribute can go to the “SUPPORT US” section of 

the AMU website or to the “DONATE NOW” page of the AFN charity website and choose to donate 

for this emergency. 

 

11. WITH POPE FRANCIS TO BE BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL 

 

Alessandra Pasquali: Emmaus is here with us. Thank you for giving us this moment. 

I was very impressed by the last words we have just heard from Marie Claire of Lebanon: 

"maybe there is no hope, but we continue to seek it together ..."  Emmaus, where are we going to 

look for this hope?   

 

Emmaus: Where are we going to look for it? I would say we should remember Chiara's very first 

message: we can look for it in love, the love that Chiara spoke to us about from the very beginning 

of the Movement, the love that has its roots in God.  

Do you remember? Many of us experienced those moments, when Chiara spoke of the 

little flame that God kindles in the heart of every person. This little flame is the love of God that 

God places in the heart of every person and that has the characteristics of God's love. 

So it must be the love that Chiara herself spoke about in the message we heard at the 

beginning of the link up, that is, it must be disinterested love, universal love, love that is capable of 

welcoming, of forgiving, being merciful, expecting nothing from others. 
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This love is that little flame which is a seed of God's love, that God himself places in the 

heart of every person, of everyone, because all people are God’s children and have this little flame 

in their hearts. People can extinguish it, but if they don't extinguish it - and it depends on each 

person -, if they don't extinguish it, this little flame in their hearts becomes a seed. This seed is 

generative, it's fruitful, this seed generates other life, other possibilities and makes something 

grow.  

So it is in love that we can find hope. Even our divine poet Dante Alighieri at a certain point 

has a verse that says: "Parva favilla gran fiamma seconda", ["A great flame follows a tiny spark"]. A 

small spark can generate a blaze, a small spark, if it is of God’s love in the heart of a person, can 

transform us and transform those around us. So hope is there, let's look for it there. 

 

Alessandra: Thank you.  

Michele: Thanks Emmaus.  

Emmaus: Thanks to you.   

Michele: Emmaus, going to today's news, the Pope has been to Assisi and signed this new 

Encyclical with this beautiful title: “Fratelli tutti”. In a tweet he wrote: "The effort to build a more 

just society implies the capacity of fraternity, a spirit of human communion". Were you surprised 

by the Pope's choice of this topic? 

 
Emmaus: Not at all! Because this is the need and the greatest yearning of humanity today. 

The Pope was able to make it resound and with this encyclical he wants to bring us all together to 
seek  
the answer, to find an answer to this need of humanity. So it seemed to me that he became the 
voice of this bewildered world, that he has been able to take up this pain of humanity and present 
it to us.  

And so, faced with this, we ask ourselves: “What can we do? What can we do?" At this 
point, if you allow me, I would like to speak in particular to all those who feel called by God to do 
something, to respond, and to do it by giving themselves completely, giving themselves without 
measure, without holding back, without fear, without interruption, giving themselves completely.  

All these people, all those who feel called by God and who have found in the charism of 
unity, in Chiara's charism, something that helped them see that it is possible, that made them 
have a concrete, true, and deep experience of unity on this earth, and who therefore feel they 
have been called and have received a grace, and who want to share it. I would like to have all 
these people here in front of me to say to them all: let's do it together, let's do it together! Yes, we 
have had a calling and have received a gift that has allowed us to experience it, but this call to 
fraternity, which for us is the call to "that they may all be one", is the call to unity. This calling that 
we feel so strongly within us and which invites us to look up, to look far ahead, this calling would 
want this unity to reflect the unity that is lived in heaven. It would want people to live on earth as 
in heaven – allow me to say this – to live as in the Trinity, where unity and distinction coexist, 
where each person respects the other, each person makes room for the other, each person tries 
to bring out the, each tries in a certain way to lose their own self completely so that the others can 
express themselves completely. In doing this they do not cancel themselves out; on the contrary 
they manifest their true and deepest identity.  
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A unity as great as that which is lived in heaven and which we would like to have also lived 
on earth has only one example. Only one person can give us the example, it’s that of Jesus. Jesus, 
as God, was able to completely lose his being God in order to come down among people, to 
become man and to share on the cross - in the moment of his forsakenness - all forsakenness, all 
pain, all anguish, all suffering, all the extremisms, all the victimizations, the wounds, the 
forsakenness that people of all times, and in all circumstances, have experienced and still 
experience. Jesus made them his own, and by making them his own with this love that was so 
great, he managed to remake, to rebuild the unity that had been broken between God and 
humankind, among all people and also with all creation. 

This is the example we have before us. If we manage to have such a great love, we can 
witness to the world that this unity exists, that it’s possible, and that this unity has already begun.  

I would like all those who agree, all those who feel like it, who at this moment are listening 
to me and who feel like making such a strong and important commitment, I would like all of us 
together to be a first response to the Pope, a response that has already begun. I wish we could 
console him and give him hope, because there is already something that has already begun.  

And at the same time we would like us all to be together, with all those who want this, with 
all those who want to work for this great purpose. All together we would like to be, in the world, 
we, who are just a small group inspired by the charism received from Chiara Lubich, and that is 
part of this family in the world. We would like this small group to be a start, a small part, a tiny but 
effective particle of that leaven that can spread through humanity and that can transform it, which 
truly becomes the beginning of a new world.  

So, I would like to make this commitment together with all of you. I'm for it; I want to give 
it my all, and I invite everyone to do the same, all those who want to!  
 
 
Alessandra Pasquali: Thanks, Emmaus, with you we want to be this leaven that ferments and 
transforms to make all humanity a united world. Thank you, Emmaus! 

 
Emmaus: A united world! Thanks to you. 
Michele: Thank you very much, Emmaus! We're in. 
Emmaus: Thanks to you, thanks to everyone!  
Alessandra Pasquali:  We're there, yes! Thank you. 

 

 
12. UPCOMING EVENTS AND CONCLUSION 

 
Michele Sole: Alessandra. 
Alessandra: Yes Michele. 
Michele: And so, we’re almost at the end! 
Alessandra Pasquali: Yes, but we still have some important events to tell you about. I’ll start then, 
with two important anniversaries to follow in 2020. So I’ll start. 
The first concerns a Gen girl who has been able to reach the hearts of many people in the world. 
You all know Chiara Luce Badano. On September 25, 2010, exactly 10 years ago, she was beatified 
and next October 7 it will be the 30th anniversary of her death. This is why the Chiara Badano 
Foundation has organized some events that can be followed via streaming, including many 
testimonies from people who knew Chiara Luce personally. For times and information go to the 
official website of Chiara Luce: chiarabadano.org 

http://www.chiarabadano.org/
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Michele Sole: Then on 15th October there will be the international event Global Compact on 
Education, which will be 100% online! If you want to know more about this event to generate a 
change of mentality in the field of education you can go to the website: 
educationglobalcompact.org 
Alessandra Pasquali: Then from 23rd-25th October there will be an international event, “New ways 
towards integral Ecology: five years after Laudato Si’”, organised by EcoOne, the ecological 
network of the Focolare Movement, with expert speakers from around the world. For further 
information go to: ecoone.org 
Michele Sole:  And finally The Economy of Francesco which will take place online from 19 to 21 
November, the Pope will also participate on the last day. For all information, you can go to the site 
francescoeconomy.org  
 
Alessandra Pasquali: That’s it, we’ve finished the information!!! 
Michele Sole: Eh no Ale, sorry!  
Alessandra: Sorry? 
Michele: When will the next linkup be? 
Alessandra Pasquali: In fact, I was just about to say that… I hadn’t really missed it. The next link up 
will be on 5th December at 12 noon, Italian time. 
Michele Sole: Okay, Ale! Perfect. We’ll see you again on December 5th! 
Alessandra Pasquali: Before saying goodbye ... thanks Michele and thanks to everyone who has 
made this link up so special! 
Michele Sole: Thanks truly. Thanks to you Ale and thanks to each of you! A big embrace to 
everyone. 
Alessandra Pasquali: Thanks, bye. See you soon. 
(Music and closing credits) 

http://www.educationglobalcompact.org/

